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Attest-:  S.  F.  McCLEARY,  City  Clerk. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


Public  Library,  Boston,  November  29,  1869. 
His  Honor  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the 
Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Ordinance  relative  to  the  Public  Library,  passed  on  the  20th 
of  October,  1863. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  EEPORT 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  an  Ordinance  con- 
cerning^ the  Public  Library,  passed  20th  October,  1863,  the 
Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  City  Council  their 
seventeenth  annual 

REPORT. 

The  year  just  past  has  witnessed  a  marked  increase  of  the 
active  usefulness  of  the  institution.  It  has  drawn  to  itself  more 
visitors  of  all  classes  of  either  sex,  and  the  circulation  of  its 
books  has  been  materially  enlarged.  It  has  attained  a  more 
fully  recognized  rank  among  the  libraries  of  the  world.  For 
the  detail  of  proofs  of  these  statements,  reference  must  be  made 
to  the  Reports  of  the  Examining  Committee  (Appendix  A),  and 
of  the  Superintendent  (Appendix  B).  The  Trustees  commend 
both  these  documents  to  the  special  attention  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil on  account  of  the  interest  and  importance  of  the  opinions  and 
facts  therein  contained.  In  view,  also,  of  their  fulness,  it  is 
hardly  desirable  to  duplicate  here  tables  and  figures  so  accu- 
rately set  forth  elsewhere. 

The  Examining  Committee  for  the  present  year  has  con- 
sisted of  Sidney  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Rev.  Henry  Burroughs,  Jr.,  Pat- 
rick Donahoe,  Esq.,  B.  Joy  Jeffries,  M.  D.,  and  Robert  M.  Mason, 
Esq.,  with  Edwin  P.  Whipple,  Esq.,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  as 
Chairman.  To  one  point  of  their  well-considered  and  carefully 
drawn  report,  public  attention  should  be  particularly  directed. 
1* 
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They  have  strongly  expressed  the  want,  so  long  felt  by  the 
Trustees,  of  an  increased  permanent  endowment  of  the  institu- 
tion. This  would  enable  it  from  time  to  time  to  purchase 
libraries  offered  for  sale,  and  for  which  special  means  are  unpro- 
vided. The  Trustees  cannot  reasonably  ask  such  provision  from 
the  city  government,  already  so  attentive  to  the  possible  needs 
of  administration  at  the  period  of  its  annual  appropriations ;  and 
the  gathering  of  a  larger  fund,  to  be  used  solely  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  can  be  only  obtained  by  an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of 
our  citizens.  Libraries,  however,  like  our  own,  and  the  Liver- 
pool Free  Library,  based  upon  private  munificence,  and  "  sup- 
plemented, encouraged,  and  supported  "  by  the  intelligent  action 
of  the  city  government,  afford  no  ground  to  their  managers  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  future.  In  proportion  as  a  great 
charity  is  useful,  it  is  the  more  likely  to  receive  increase. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  will  be  foun  d  collected 
the  information  needed  by  the  community  relative  to  all  the 
departments  of  the  Library,  showing  how  largely  they  are 
employed,  and  how  carefully  and  minutely  they  are  supervised. 
It  is  valuable  also  to  other  cities  and  towns  enjoying  or  prepar- 
ing to  enjoy  similar  privileges.  The  friendly  relations  estab- 
lished with  so  many  kindred  institutions  at  home  and  abroad 
have  already  proved  advantageous;  and  it  is  a  just  subject  of 
pride  to  find  the  example  of  this  city  respected  and  followed  by 
so  many  others.  Indeed,  the  Report  may  be  said  to  be  a  treatise 
upon  the  condition  of  our  own  and  of  other  libraries,  forming  an 
important  contribution  to  a  new  department  of  literature,  the 
science  of  management  of  popular  libraries.  It  will  render 
bibliographical  and  practical  aid  to  a  class  of  young  men  and 
women,  now  much  desired  in  libraries,  to  whom  the  special  edu- 
cation needed  for  such  positions  had  been  heretofore  entirely 
beyond  reach. 

The  change  in  administration,  whereby  the  Library  should  not 
be  closed  for  the  purpose  of  the  annual  examination,  which  was 
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under  consideration  at  the  time  of  the  last  annual  Report,  has 
since  been  arranged,  and  the  Trustees  have  been  enabled  to 
keep  it  open  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  So  far,  the  new 
system  has  worked  successfully,  but  the  condition  of  the  books 
at  the  end  of  three  or  four  years  will  more  surely  indicate  the 
safety  of  the  plan  than  can  be  ascertained  from  our  present 
limited  experience.  Through  successive  shelf  examinations  of 
both  halls,  yearly  averages  will  be  obtained  which  will  probably 
be  sufficiently  minute  for  all  practical  purposes.  The  mode  of 
inspection,  as  carried  out  during  the  present  year,  affords  strong 
ground  for  continuance ,  and  the  increased  accommodation  to 
the  public  is  a  sure  incentive  to  our  officers  to  endeavor  to  secure 
its  unquestioned  success.  Under  the  new  ordinance,  going  into 
effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  opportunity  will  be  given 
before  the  lapse  of  a  year  to  make  another  examination,  and 
there  now  seems  little  doubt  that  the  second  trial  of  the  system 
will  strengthen  the  favorable  conclusions  of  the  first.  It  must, 
however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Boston  Public  Library  is  the 
only  great  library  where  such  a  process  has  ever  been  attempted. 
By  the  success  of  this  innovation,  it  will  secure  a  further  step 
towards  its  full  measure  of  usefulness.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  no  public  library  on  either  continent  is  open  so 
many  days  in  the  year,  and  so  many  hours  in  the  week,  with  such 
large  powers  of  use  within  the  walls  of  the  building,  and  with  so 
few  restrictions  to  borrowers.  So  long  as  the  losses  and  in- 
jurious treatment  of  books  bear  so  small  a  percentage  to  the 
whole  number  circulated  or  used  in  the  reading  halls,  it  would 
seem  unnecessary  either  to  insist  upon  a  pecuniary  deposit  or 
guarantee,  or  to  adopt  the  English  system  of  one  or  more  re- 
spectable householders  as  sureties.  While  the  community  con- 
tinues to  respond  in  the  same  measure  as  at  present  to  the 
liberality  with  which  books  are  confided  to  its  hands  and  homes, 
the  Library  can  justly  continue  the  free  bestowal  of  its  privileges. 
The  present  reference  system,  without  pecuniary  responsibility, 
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has  so  far  as  is  known  met  with  general  approval  when  once 
understood.  Those,  however,  who  prefer  the  guarantee  system 
may  be  reminded  that  from  the  very  opening  of  the  institution 
provision  was  made  in  the  regulations  (Article  VL  Sect.  2)  that 
any  inhabitant  of  Boston  depositing  the  value  of  the  work  de- 
sired could  take  it  away  from  the  building.  So  little,  however, 
has  this  privilege  been  valued,  that,  during  the  past  seventeen 
years,  but  very  few  instances  have  occurred  where  application 
has  been  made  under  the  rule. 

Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  institution  can  be  made 
any  more  free  to  the  public  without  removing  all  check  and 
restraint,  and  allowing  free  access  to  the  loan  department,  which 
process  would  probably  soon  deplete  the  walls  of  both  libraries 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  their  contents.  But  it  is,  perhaps, 
needless  to  assure  the  city  government  that  the  hopes  and 
desires  of  the  Trustees  tend  rather  to  freedom  than  restriction, 
as  the  changes  of  the  last  few  years  have  fully  demonstrated. 

The  questions  have  been  asked,  Why,  in  so  large  a  reading 
population  as  the  City  of  Boston  affords,  do  the  statistics  of  the 
use  of  books  fall  so  far  short  of  the  most  successful  English 
libraries  ?  Why,  if  our  Library  is  freer  than  any  English  li- 
brary, does  it  not  circulate  a  larger  number  of  books  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population  admitted  to  its  use  ?  Wliy,  also,  con- 
sidering the  extent  of  the  collection,  the  large  library  service 
maintained  here,  and  the  promptness  with  which  catalogues  and 
books  are  placed  within  reach  of  the  public,  do  not  more  people 
avail  themselves  of  its  invaluable  resources  ? 

The  answers  to  these  questions  may  be  very  simply  stated. 
In  comparing  statistics  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  reliable 
results,  they  must  be  collected  upon  the  same  basis.  In  count- 
ing the  uses  of  English  libraries,  the  branches  contributing  their 
totals  to  tlie  figures  of  the  main  or  central  one,  they  often  include 
periodicals,  and  other  readings  and  consultations,  excluded 
from  our  numeration.    This  will  not,  however,  account  for  the  dif- 
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ference.  The  explanation  is  partly  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  classes  of  people  who  are  book-buyers  in  the  United  States, 
and  especially  in  New  England,  are  proportionately  more  numer- 
ous than  in  any  country  in  Europe.  Here,  in  almost  every 
artisan's  home,  the  book-shelf  has  a  prominent  place,  and  books 
are  thought  part  of  the  necessary  furniture  of  a  house ;  while  in 
England,  book-buyers  in  the  same  grade  of  life  are  rare,  and 
but  slowly  increasing.  The  frequenters  of  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  libraries,  for  the  most  part,  are  not  book-purcha- 
sers ;  they  resort  to  the  library  to  obtain  what  they  will  not  or 
cannot  buy.  Besides  this,  they  have  no  institutions  or  conven- 
iences in  provincial  cities  at  all  comparing  with  the  circulating 
libraries  so  largely  patronized  here  in  the  line  of  popular 
literature,  especially  novels. 

Among  the  results  expected  from  the  new  registration  system 
was  a  better  knowledge  of  the  visitors  of  the  Library,  and  in 
consequence,  of  its  fuller  adaptation  to  their  wants.  From  the 
numeration  tables  (Appendix  XIY),  it  is  cheering  to  find  that 
the  uses  of  the  Library  extend  to  all  the  employments  and  pro- 
fessions of  our  city,  and  that  the  various  departments  of  the 
institution  are  visited  with  so  much  frequency  by  both  sexes. 

This  brings  us  to  another  point  of  diiference  in  favor  of  the 
English  libraries.  The  zeal  manifested  in  obtaining  books  from 
our  Lower  Hall  is  the  more  creditable,  when  the  poor  accommo- 
dation for  waiting  in  the  distributing  room  is  considered. 
When  one  remembers  the  fine  hall  filled  with  comfortable  seats 
in  the  Liverpool  Free  Library,  where  five  or  six  hundred  people 
can  place  themselves  without  crowd,  or  jostling,  or  confusion, 
and  the  reading  rooms  of  the  Manchester  libraries,  accommodat- 
ing nearly  eight  hundred  visitors,  and  contrasts  the  scenes  daily 
witnessed  in  the  hour  of  largest  attendance  in  our  waiting  room, 
it  is  surprising  to  find  how  many  are  willing  to  submit  to  the 
inconveniences  of  such  a  crowded,  ill-ventilated  apartment. 
This  is  another  reason  largely  affecting  our  circulation.  It  may 
in  some  degree  be  remedied  in  time,  by  the  establishment  of 
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Branch  Libraries  with  suitable  waiting  rooms ;  but  the  principal 
Circulating  Library  of  the  institution  will  always  fall  short  of 
its  natural  usefulness  so  long  as  it  cannot  be  visited  at  the  hours 
most  convenient  to  the  largest  number  of  people,  without  equal 
personal  discomfort  to  both  sexes. 

With  these  preliminaries,  we  may  now  venture  to  examine 
some  of  the  statistics  of  the  Manchester  free  libraries,  which 
by  the  last  report  are  said  by  their  committee  "  to  realize  the 
largest  circulation  of  any  library  in  the  world."  Li  a  popula- 
tion of  338,722  in  the  City  of  Manchester,  there  were  last 
year  35,336  borrowers  (including  suburban  residents),  who 
took  from  the  library  477,544  volumes,  or  an  average  of  13^ 
volumes  to  a  borrower.  In  Boston,  a  population  of  225,000  with 
16,797  borrowers  carried  away  198,975  volumes,  an  average  of 
nearly  11  each.  Li  Manchester,  10 J  per  cent,  of  the  population 
have  obtained  permission  to  borrow  books ;  in  Boston,  about  7^ 
per  cent.,  which  percentage  has  since  largely  increased.  Thus, 
for  the  reasons  just  stated,  a  smaller  proportion  of  residents 
borrow,  on  the  average,  fewer  books  from  our  one  library  than 
from  the  central  collection  at  Manchester,  with  its  five  branches. 
It  is  evident  that  readiness  of  access  is  an  important  element 
in  circulation,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  our  people  reside  more  than  a  mile  from 
Boylston  Street,  the  comparison  of  figures  is  not  so  unfavor- 
able to  us  as  at  first  blush  appears. 

The  increasing  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  Library  is 
most  gratifying.  But  it  is  true  that  none  but  constant  users 
have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  completeness  of  the  collection. 
In  number  of  volumes,  it  falls  far  short  of  many  European 
libraries;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  library  in  England,  save  the 
British  Museum,  has  so  large  a  number  of  useful  modern  books 
in  the  various  departments  of  literature  and  science,  not  only  in 
English,  but  in  German,  French  and  Italian:  and  there  are  few 
continental    libraries    which  surpass  in  these  classes   of  work 
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our  own  collection.  It  has  grown  up  with  the  wants  of  its 
readers,  and  though  very  far  from  complete  in  many  departments 
of  learning,  its  progress  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  gives 
promise  of  future  greatness.  In  its  present  state,  its  advan- 
tages are  widely  known  among  the  scientific  men  of  the  country, 
who  will  find  further  attraction  when  the  publication  of  the 
second  supplement  of  the  Bates  Hall  Library  permits  the 
institution  to  make  known  the  great  value  of  its  additions  in 
the  past  three  years.  Originally  based,  and  still  adminis- 
tered upon  the  principle  of  supplying  the  largest  number  of 
books  useful  to  the  largest  number  of  people,  the  Library  has 
found  an  additional  convenience  in  contributing  to  special 
research  or  information,  by  the  purchase  of  books  requested  by 
individuals,  and  has  thus  been  enabled  to  fill  gaps  in  various 
departments  of  much  importance  to  the  completeness  of  the 
collection. 

The  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Public  Library,  recently 
passed  by  the  City  Council,  does  not  materially  change  the 
functions  of  the  Trustees.  It,  however,  contains  an  important 
section,  empowering  them  under  certain  proper  restrictions 
"  from  time  to  time  to  establish  Branch  Libraries  of  popular  and 
useful  books  and  periodicals  in  sections  of  the  city  distant  from 
the  main  collection."  The  subject  has  already  been  referred  by 
the  Trustees  to  a  special  committee  of  its  body,  for  the  purpose 
of  maturing  a  plan  and  system  of  operation  suited  to  the 
requirements  of  the  case,  tt  is  expected  that  the  committee 
will  report  in  season  to  make  the  first  experiment  of  a  "  Branch" 
ready  for  discussion  and  adoption  before  the  passage  of  the 
next  general  appropriation  bill,  in  the  spring  of  1870. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  efforts  of  the  city  govern- 
ment to  provide  larger  accommodations  for  the  present  needs 
and  future  growth  of  this  institution  have  so  far  proved  una- 
vailing. The  Boylston  street  site  is  sufficiently  convenient  for 
the  purposes  of  extension,  were  it  not  wanting  in  the  two  great 
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requisites  of  light  and  air.  Without  obtaining  these  necessities, 
the  Trustees  have  declined  to  recommend  any  further  expendi- 
ture for  building  upon  the  present  lot.  Yet  the  Library  must 
have  more  room.  Almost  every  department  requires  enlarged 
conveniences.  The  establishment  of  Branch  Libraries  will  prob- 
ably relieve  the  distributing  room  of  a  portion  of  our  borrowers 
but  it  will  even  then  be  insufficient.  The  visitors  of  the  reading 
room  already  exceed  the  limits  framed  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of 
the  Bates  donation.  The  Trustees  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  walls  of  the  public  rooms  of  the  lower  story  for  the  purpose, 
of  displaying  a  portion  of  the  munificent  gift  of  Mr.  Appleton; 
but  these  treasures  of  art  cannot  be  shown  without  trespassing 
on  apartments  devoted  to  other  uses. 

Every  day  must  necessarily  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situ- 
ation. Books  must  be  placed  upon  the  shelves,  classifications 
continued,  the  work  of  preparation  for  use  must  go  forward,  and 
every  department,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  kept  in  complete  con- 
dition. These  necessities  may  possibly  be  controlled  for  a  short 
season  in  the  present  building;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
any  change  of  site  will  require  long  preparation,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  proper  construction  of  an  edifice,  but  also  for  the 
removal  and  re-arrangement  of  the  books,  and  for  the  prepara- 
tion and  publication  of  entirely  new  catalogues  for  the  whole 
collection.  Under  these  conditions,  it  may  become  the  part  of 
economy  to  obtain  land  adjacent  to  the  present  site,  although 
the  expenditure  for  the  same  may  possibly  be  very  consider- 
able. 

Special  mention  is  made  elsewhere  of  the  magnificent  collec- 
tion of  engravings  formed  by  Cardinal  Tosti,  at  Rome,  pur- 
chased for  this  institution  and  presented  to  it  by  Thomas  G-. 
Appleton,  Esq.,  one  of  its  original  Trustees,  and  of  its  earliest 
friends  and  donors.  It  forms  a  cabinet  of  instruction  of  a  char- 
acter heretofore  inaccessible  to  a  large  portion  of  our  popula- 
tion, who  will  recognize  with  pleasure  the  wise  foresight  which 
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prompted  a  public  benefactor  to  assist  in  their  art-culture,  and 
to  contribute  so  greatly  to  their  enjoyment. 

The  foundation  of  this  Library  was  considered  for  the  first 
years  of  its  existence  as  the  appropriate  finishing  and  supple- 
ment to  our  common  school  system.  This  is  still  broadly  true, 
but  so  widely  have  its  educational  uses  been  advanced,  that  it 
now  may  well  supplement  the  highest  scientific  aud  literary 
institutions.  This  is  its  great  attraction,  that  the  humblest 
as  well  as  highest  in  intellect  and  cultivation  may  find  here  the 
instruments  which  he  needs  for  his  mental  progress.  It  is,  as 
it  were,  a  universal  academy  of  arts  and  sciences,  of  history 
and  archgeology,  of  philosophy  and  belles-lettres,  issuing  no 
diplomas,  but  of  which  residence  confers  membership. 

In  conclusion,  the  Trustees  would  not  omit  to  speak  in  com- 
mendation of  the  zeal,  attention  and  fidelity,  for  the  most  part 
manifested  by  the  numerous  officials  of  the  institution.  During 
no  previous  year  has  the  work  required  such  patient  assiduity, 
and  the  Trustees  are  happy  to  place  upon  record  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  rendered. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.   W.   GREENOUGH. 

E.   P    WHIPPLE. 

WESTON  LEWIS. 

GEO.   PUTNAM. 

JARVIS  D.   BRAMAN. 

JAMES   M.   KEITH. 

SAMUEL  A.   GREEN. 

JOHN   T.   BRADLEE. 

WILLIAM  G.   HARRIS. 

Public  Library,  Nov.  24,  1869, 
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REPOET  OF  THE  EXAMINnG  COMMITTEE. 


By  the  Ordinance  establishing  the  Public  Library,  it  is  re- 
quired that  a  Committee  of  five  persons,  elected  from  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  with  a  member  of  the  board  of  Trustees  as  chair- 
man, shall  annually  examine  the  Library,  and  report  generally 
on  its  condition  and  administration.  The  importance  of  this 
provision  is  obvious.  It  yearly  brings  the  Library  into  judg- 
ment before  the  great  body  of  the  citizens,  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  organized.  The  Committee  for  the  year  1869  have 
attended  to  their  duties,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

EEPORT. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  institution  has  so  thoroughly 
exhausted,  in  his  Report  to  the  Trustees,  so  many  of  the  topics 
which  would  naturally  attract  the  attention  of  an  examining 
committee,  that  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate  facts 
which  he  has  investigated  with  such  patient  labor,  and  classified 
with  such  admirable  skill.  He  has  not  only  given  a  complete 
statement  of  the  condition  and  management  of  the  Library  he 
so  ably  superintends,  but  he  has  gathered,  through  a  wide  cor- 
respondence with  American  and  European  librarians,  a  great 
variety  of  interesting  facts  illustrating  the  principles  on  which 
the  libraries  of  the  world  are  generally  conducted,  and  has  thus 
furnished   the   materials  for  comparing  the  administration  of 
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other  public  libraries  with  our  own.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  his  report  is  in  many  respects  an  invaluable  addi- 
tion to  bibliothecal  knowledge. 

Following  the  custom  of  their  predecessors,  the  Committee, 
in  their  examination,  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  Books, 
the  Building,  the  Circulation,  and  the  Administration. 

BOOKS. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  almost  153,000,  show-f 
ing  an  increase  for  the  year  of  8,685,  a  larger  number  than  has 
been  added,  by  the  ordinary  means  of  increase,  in  any  other 
year  since  its  establishment.  The  Upper  or  Bates  Hall  now  con- 
tains almost  124,000  volumes;  the  Lower  Hall,  nearly  29,000. 
The  collection  in  the  Bates  Hall  is  one  of  great  value,  indicating 
comprehensiveness  of  plan  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  being 
almost  equally  rich  in  the  departments  of  general  literature, 
history,  philosophy,  theology,  medicine,  jurisprudence,  politics, 
political  economy,  and  the  arts  and  sciences.  In  French,  German 
and  Italian  literature  it  is  unsurpassed,  and  probably  unequalled, 
by  any  other  public  library  in  the  country,  in  respect  either  to 
the  choice  of  authors  or  the  excellence  of  the  editions.  The 
best  new  works  published  in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
France,  Germany  and  Italy  are  annually  added  to  its  treasures. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  it  offers  to  the 
student  the  largest  collection  of  valuable  books  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  In  passing  through  its  alcoves,  the  Committee 
have  been  impressed  with  its  importance  as  an  agency  in  the 
higher  education  of  the  community ;  but  they  have  also  felt  that 
the  expense  incurred  in  its  establishment  could  be  justified  on 
grounds  of  the  most  obvious  utility ;  for  the  collection  is  palpa- 
bly intended,  not  merely  to  gratify  the  intelligent  curiosity  of 
the  general  reader,  not  merely  to  supply  men  of  letters,  men  of 
science  and  professional  men  with  the  books  they  need,  but  to 
furnish  mechanics,  manufacturers,  business  men,  architects,  engi- 
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neers  and  inventors  with  material  to  aid  them  in  their  practical 
work.  In  a  city  like  ours,  a  large  body  of  costly  books  of  ref- 
erence, containing  the  latest  information  on  every  subject  of 
recognized  utility,  and  free  to  all,  is  necessary  to  promote  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  citizens;  and  the  Committee  confi- 
dently state  that,  in  this  respect,  Boston  is,  on  the  whole,  in 
advance  of  the  other  cities  of  the  Union. 

After  saying  so  much,  however,  in  praise  of  the  Library  in  the 
Bates  Hall,  it  must  still  be  remembered  that  it  is  large  only  as 
compared  with  the  other  libraries  in  the  country,  and  not  as 
compared  with  the  great  libraries  of  Europe.  In  almost  every 
department  a  specialist  would  note  the  absence  of  thousands  of 
volumes  indispensable  to  make  it  complete.  No  year  should  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  witnessing  some  attempt  to  fill  up  these 
deficiencies ;  and  the  Trustees  as  fur  as  their  means  will  allow 
steadily  keep  this  object  in  view.  The  sum  at  their  command, 
however,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  new  and  old,  including  the 
interest  on  the  invested  fund  of  the  Library,  and  excluding  the 
cost  of  binding  after  purchase,  is  only  about  $14,000  a  year. 
The  number  of  current  new  books  bought  for  the  Library 
during  1868-9  was  3,396,  of  which  447  were  duplicates.  Of 
these,  2,607  were  in  the  English  language,  leaving  but  789  for  the 
continent  of  Europe.  But  the  Superintendent  estimates  that  there 
are  published  yearly  in  the  world  25,000  books  and  pamphlets, 
costing  $30,000,  which  a  library  of  the  very  highest  class,  like 
that  of  the  British  Museum,  would  consider  it  desirable  to  obtain. 
The  age,  indeed,  is  one  of  such  unexampled  mental  activity  in  all 
departments  of  thought  and  investigation,  that  to  purchase  the 
best  new  books  published  in  various  parts  of  the  world  is  a 
strain  on  the  resources  of  American  libraries  which  few  are 
able  to  bear.  Our  Public  Library  may  be  said  to  bear  this  strain 
measurably  well;  but  it  does  not  possess  the  means  to  fill  up,  as 
rapidly  as  might  be  desired,  its  deficiencies  in  those  books  which 
enable  the  student  to  place  himself  in  the  position  of  a  contem- 
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porary  of  any  past  age  whoso  moral  and  mental  characteristics 
he  may  desire  to  investigate.  For  this  parpose,  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient that  a  library  possess  books  intrinsically  valuable;  it  is 
also  necessary  that  it  be  rich  in  works  whose  value  is  entirely 
relative  to  the  period  in  which  they  appeared,  illustrating  its 
passions,  prejudices,  customs,  habits,  popular  beliefs,  and  aver- 
age moral  and  intellectual  tone.  Only  by  consulting  such  books 
can  the  history  of  a  literature,  a  science  or  a  nation  be  exhaus- 
tively studied,  and  the  progress  of  the  human  mind  observed  in 
connection  with  its  obstructions. 

The  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  that  the  city 
government  should  largely  increase  its  already  munificent 
annual  grant  to  the  Library,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  these 
deficiencies,  but  they  think  that  the  case  is  one  eminently  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  opulent  individual  citizens.  If  the  present 
permanent  fund  of  the  Library,  amounting  to  $96,000,  could  be 
doubled,  its  income  would  be  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
enable  it  soon  to  overtake  and  perhaps  pass  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. It  also  needs  a  considerable  fund,  giveu  on  the  condi- 
tion that  the  interest  in  ordinary  years  shall  be  added  to  the 
principal ;  but  that  when  an  occasion  arises  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  the  expenditure,  a  portion  of  the  principal  itself 
may  be  expended.  For  want  of  such  a  fund,  the  Trustees  cannot 
avail  themselves  of  opportunities,  which  now  and  then  occur,  of 
purchasing  special  collections  of  books  which  money  itself  is  im- 
potent, in  ordinary  times,  to  obtain.  During  the  present  year, 
if  such  a  fund  had  been  available,  the  Library  might  have  been 
enriched  with  a  rare  collection  of  works,  illustrating  one  of  the 
most  interesting  periods  of  English  literature,  which  would  have 
made  it,  in  that  important  specialty,  the  third  library  in  the 
world.  Such  an  opportunity  will  probably  never  again  be  pre- 
sented. In  every  crisis  in  European  affairs,  many  private  libra- 
ries are  thrown  into  the  market,  and  sold  at  a  comparatively  low 
price.     Occasionally  in  the  United  States,  private  collections, 
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exceptionally  important  for  their  rarity  or  completeness,  and 
which  represent  the  life's  labor  of  the  collector,  are  offered  for 
sale.  For  such  contingencies  the  Library  is  altogether  unpre- 
pared, and  may  be  compelled,  in  some  cases,  to  wait  half  a  cen- 
tury before  similar  opportunities  will  occur. 

The  books  in  tli.e  Lower  Hall,  nearly  29,000  in  number,  attract 
four-fifths  of  the  readers  of  the  Library.    They  are  generally  of  a 
popular  character,  though  the  collection  contains,  in  addition  to 
its  romances  and  novels,  some  of  the  best  biographical,  histori- 
cal and  poetical  works  in  the  language,  and  the  most  readable 
books  of  voyages  and  travels.     As  a  "  Circulating  Library,"  in 
the  common  use  of  the  term,  the  collection  in  the  Lower  Hall  is 
unmatched  in  New  England  for  the  comprehensiveness  of  its 
scope      About  32  per  cent,  of  the  books  it  contains  are  works 
of  English  prose  fiction,  including  "juveniles";  and  the  circula- 
tion of  these  is  three-quarters  of  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
Lower  Hall.     We  thus  have  a  library,  containing  in  both  halls  al- 
most 153,000  books,  with  an  aggregate  circulation  of  218,677  for 
the  year,  of  which  considerably  more  than  half,  namely,  125,273, 
was  confined  to  9,130  books.     To  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
consider  novels  as  necessarily  worthless,  this   must  appear  a 
very  discouraging  statement ;  but  then  an  examination  of  the 
catalogue  of  fiction  in  the  Public  Library  will  show  that  under 
the  general  term  of  novels  are  included  works  which  are  divided 
from  each  other  by  as  wide  a  gulf  as  that  which  yawns  between 
the  finest  and  the  meanest  products  of  the  human  heart  and  in- 
tellect.    Between  these  two  extremes  are   the  great  body  of 
novels,  representing,  with  various  degrees  of  talent,  almost  every 
phase  of  life,  character  and  manners,  past  and  present,  and 
more  or  less  communicating  knowledge  as  well  as  serving  for 
entertainment.     It  has  been   ascertained  in  this   century  that 
people  who  reject  counsel  and  information  when  conveyed  in  a 
didactic  form,  can  be  vividly  impressed  and  influenced  by  both 
when  they  appear  in  the  guise  of  fictitious  narrative ;    hence 
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the  unexampled  rush  into  literature  of  novels  devoted  to  the 
inculcation  of  moral  and  religious  truth,  to  the  representa- 
tion of  historical  periods  and  personages,  to  the  promotion 
of  new  views  in  politics  and  philosophy,  and  even  to  the 
presentation  of  scenes  and  adventures  which  were  formerly 
engrossed  by  the  tourist  and  voyager.  In  all  these  books,  — 
and  they  are  to  be  numbered  by  thousands, —  under  the  novelist 
there  lurks  the  theologian,  or  the  moralist,  or  the  historian,  or 
the  political  partisan,  or  the  metaphysical  thinker,  or  the  traveller 
in  strange  lands.  Then  the  representation  of  social  life,  as  it 
appears  in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany 
and  Italy,  occupies  the  attention  of  a  class  of  professional  nov- 
elists who  are  successful  only  so  far  as  they  have  been  observers 
of  human  nature,  and  have  therefore  something  to  say  of  interest 
to  human  beings.  Three-quarters  of  the  novelists  of  this  class 
would,  in  former  times,  have  written  treatises  and  essays  with- 
out reaching  a  tenth  of  the  readers  they  now  not  only  reach, 
but  influence.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this  department  of  litera- 
ture has  drawn  to  it  recruits  from  almost  all  the  other  depart- 
ments, and  that  to  throw  all  its  products  together  in  one  undis- 
tinguishing  heap,  and  stigmatize  them  as  "  trash "  is  a  most 
unphilosophical  method  of  procedure.  The  proportion  of  nov- 
els in  the  catalogue  which  are  morally  and  intellectually  bad, 
which  bear  the  marks  of  proceeding  from  the  brains  of  profli- 
gate or  sentimental  dunces,  is  exceedingly  small.  Many  of  the 
novels  may  not  be  worth  reading,  but  even  when  stupid  they  are 
innocently  stupid.  It  is  doubtless  to  be  regretted  that  some  of 
the  poorest  novels  in  the  collection  should  show  the  greatest 
circulation ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  this  is  owing  to 
ignorance  on  the  part  of  readers  of  the  reputation  of  better 
books.  What  is  sought  is  evidently  some  novel  with  sufficiently 
stimulating  elements  in  it  to  interest  the  mind,  and  the  best 
novels  are  universally  the  most  interesting.  The  same  person 
who  is  attracted  by  a  "  sensation  "  title,  and  considers  Reynolds 
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or  Pierce  Egan  the  most  fascinating  of  narrators,  would  be 
more  pleased  with  "  Ivanhoe/'  if  he  only  knew  enough  of  Scott's 
transcendent  fame  to  ask  for  it.  The  Committee  are  inclined 
to  think  that  it  would  be  judicious  to  make  the  bulletins  of  new 
books,  and  the  catalogue  of  the  works  of  fiction,  the  vehicles  of 
conveying  some  information  regarding  the  relative  value  and 
interest  of  the  different  classes  of  novels,  and  of  tho  position 
their  authors  occupy  in  the  sliding  scale  of  merit.  This  is  a 
kind  of  knowledge  which  a  great  many  of  the  applicants  for 
books  in  the  Lower  Hall  evidently  need,  and  for  which  they  would 
doubtless  be  thankful.  As  it  is,  they  are  often  determined  in 
their  selection  by  mere  accident ;  and  whether  they  stumble  on 
a  work  of  tragic  genius,  or  a  bald  recital  of  coarse  horrors,  the 
result  is  in  either  case  due  to  chance  or  caprice. 

BUILDING. 

The  Examining  Committees  of  former  years  have  pointed  out 
numerous  defects  in  the  Library  building,  but  all  these  are  fast 
being  subordinated  to  the  one  great  defect, —  of  want  of  sufl&cient 
room.  The  increase  of  books  is,  in  some  departments,  already 
encroaching  on  the  classifications  of  books ;  and  even  if  all 
classification  be  abandoned,  the  shelves  of  the  Library  will,  in  a 
comparatively  short  period,  be  filled.  The  accommodations  for 
the  working  force  of  the  institution  are  altogether  inadequate. 
It  is  therefore  plain,  that  either  a  new  building  must  be  erected 
on  another  site,  large  enough  to  hold  the  possible  accumulations 
of  future  years,  or  that  the  present  Library  building  must  be 
extended  so  as  to  cover  the  limited  space  in  its  rear.  A  plan 
has  been  prepared  by  which,  on  the  supposition  that  the  latter 
expedient  be  adopted,  room  may  be  obtained  for  perhaps 
150,000  additional  volumes,  with  proper  working  rooms  for  the 
assistants  of  the  Library,  and  with  a  room  to  accommodate  the 
collections  in  the  fine  arts.  Should  this  plan  be  adopted,  the 
Library  would  have  space  for  400,000  volumes.     A  reference  to 
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its  growth  during  the  last  seventeen  years  will  furnish  some 
means  of  deciding  how  soon  this  limit  of  400,000  would  be 
reached.  In  the  year  1852-53,  it  began  with  9,688  volumes. 
In  1856-57,  the  number  was  34,896.  In  1857-58,  it  leaped  to 
70,851,  showing  an  increase  in  one  year  of  35,955,  of  which 
24,618  were  given  by  Mr.  Joshua  Bates.  In  1860-61,  the  year 
when  the  Parker  Library  of  11,721  volumes  was  received,  the  • 
whole  number  was  97,386.  Since  then  the  additions  have  been 
from  5,300  to  8,600  volumes  a  year,  so  that  the  Library  now 
contains  nearly  153,000  volumes.  If,  as  the  Committee  hope  and 
trust,  private  gifts  and  bequests  of  money  and  books  continue 
to  flow  in  with  an  accelerated  speed,  it  will  hardly  be  fifteen 
years  before  the  Library  will  contain  400,000  volumes.  On  the 
question,  however,whether  the  old  building  should  be  extended,  or 
a  new  one  on  a  comprehensive  plan  should  be  erected  on  another 
site,  the  committee  are  divided.  Much  may  be  said  in  favor  of 
either  plan,  but  they  refrain  from  the  discussion.  They  are 
only  agreed  in  earnestly  urging  the  city  government  to  provide 
increased  accommodations  for  the  Library. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  circulation  of  the  Library  during  the  year  was  218,677, 
showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  1868  of  about  43,000, 
of  which  34,000  were  in  the  Lower  Hall  and  9,000  in  the  Bates 
Hall.  The  same  card  admits  to  both  halls,  but  the  great  major- 
ity of  the  holders  of  cards  prefer  the  Lower  Hall,  the  circula- 
tion of  which  was  175,772,  while  that  of  the  Bates  Hall,  though 
the  books  can  be  taken  equally  with  those  of  the  Lower  Hall 
to  the  homes  of  the  applicants,  was  only  42,905.  The  Commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  the  circulation  of  the  Bates  Hall  would 
be  greatly  increased  if  the  advantages  it  offers  to  all  classes  of 
intelligent  readers  were  more  generally  known.  The  actual 
holders  of  cards  are  now  over  20,000  in  number,  an  increase  of 
over  3,000  since  August  1st.     These  alone  have  the  privilege  to 
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take  books  from  the  Library,  though  no  cards  are  required 
•where  books  are  used  in  the  building.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  circulation  of  books  is  checked  by  the  rule  which  exacts  that 
each  applicant  for  the  privileges  of  the  Library  shall  give  two 
references.  Though  the  persons  to  whom  the  applicants  refer 
are  not  in  the  slightest  degree  bound  for  the  honesty  of  the 
applicant,  though  in  the  comparatively  few  cases  in  which  they 
are  applied  to  they  are  asked  merely  to  verify  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  applicant,  it  is  still  asserted  that  a  security 
against  fraud,  which  all  honest  people  are  interested  in 
preserving,  operates  as  a  hindrance  to  prevent  honest  people 
from  applying  for  books.  The  rule  was  adopted  by  the  Trus- 
tees in  1868,  not  because  they  thought  that  the  loss  of  two  or 
three  hundred  books  a  year  was  not  compensated  for  by  the 
increased  use  of  the  books,  but  because  they  found  that  the 
losses  increased  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  circulation.  The 
circulation  in  1867  was  only  30  per  cent,  more  than  it  was 
in  1859,  while  the  losses  were  300  per  cent.  more.  The 
old  system  was  thus  abandoned,  because  it  was  a  demoral- 
izing system,  —  a  system  which  encouraged  theft  more  than  it 
diffused  enlightenment.  Under  the  new  system  of  references, 
only  twenty  books  have  been  lost  during  the  year,  and  the  circu- 
lation has  been  greater  than  ever  before.  In  examining  the 
register  of  applicants,  the  Committee  have  ascertained  that  little 
or  no  objection  has  been  made  to  the  rule  by  those  classes  from 
which  objection  might  have  been  expected;  but  that  in  the  few 
cases  of  irritation  which  have  arisen,  the  offended  parties  have 
been  persons  who  could  have  found  no  difficulty  in  giving  refer- 
ences, and  who  should  therefore  have  been  the  last  to  object  to 
a  rule  made  for  the  general  good. 

Among  the  means  to  extend  the  circulation  and  usefulness 
of  the  Library,  the  Committee  would  specially  emphasize  the 
plan  to  establish  Branch  Libraries  in  East  Boston,  South  Boston 
and  the  Highland  District. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 

In  the  administration  of  an  institution  so  large  as  this,  and 
with  so  many  thousands  of  persons  privileged  to  take  out  books, 
everything  depends  on  the  system  on  -which  it  is  conducted. 
That  of  the  Public  Library  appears  generally  to  be  good  and 
efficient.  The  Committee  have  examined  it  with  a  view  to  dis- 
cover any  needless  formalities  which  might  be  retrenched,  and 
any  complications  which  might  be  simplified.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  process  of  delivering  books  appears  difierently, 
according  as  one  is  stationed  inside,  and  sees  that  they  arc 
designed  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole  public ;  or  is  sta- 
tioned outside,  and  views  them  as  they  sometimes  tend  to  excite 
the  impatience  of  the  individual  applicant.  The  Committee,  in 
a  matter  where  practical  experience  of  methods  is  of  the  first 
importance  in  making  a  judgment,  are  not  prepared  to  suggest 
any  changes ;  but  they  feel  that  not  one  superfluous  shred  of  red 
tape  which  interferes  with  the  rapid  delivery  of  books  should 
be  retained.  They  are  convinced  that  the  Superintendent 
agrees  with  them  in  this,  and  is  as  eager  as  they  are  to  have 
every  obstruction  to  the  expeditious  serving  of  the  public 
removed.  He  has  devised  a  number  of  expedients  during  the 
past  year,  with  this  object  in  view. 

An  important  experiment,  never  before  tried  in  a  large  public 
library  with  a  great  number  of  volumes  in  circulation,  has  been 
ventured  upon  this  year,  and  has  succeeded.  This  was  to  con- 
duct the  examination  of  the  Library  in  sections,  without  closino- 
it  to  the  public.  The  details  of  the  method  by  which  this  feat 
was  accomplished  are  given  in  the  Superintendent's  Report,  and 
must  attract  the  attention  of  all  interested  in  the  management 
of  public  libraries.  The  Bates  Hall,  which  in  previous  years 
was  opened  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  closed  at  sunset,  is  now 
opened  at  nine  o'clock,  and  closed  at  six  o'clock  P.  M.  in  win- 
ter, and  seven  o'clock  in  summer.    The  average  number  of  hours 
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during  the  year  in  which  this  hall  is  now  kept  open  is  nine  and 
a  half.  The  Lower  Hall,  as  formerly,  is  kept  open  eleven  hours, 
and  the  Reading  Room  thirteen.  The  Reading  Room,  with  its 
three  hundred  and  fifty  periodicals,  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  attractions  of  the  building.  The  number  of  its  readers 
for  the  year  was  91,674,  and  additional  accommodations  for  a 
largely  increased  throng  of  visitors  will  soon  be  needed. 

The  Committee  cannot  more  fitly  close  their  Report  than  by 
referring  to  the  munificent  gift  which  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Appleton 
has  recently  made  to  the  Library.  While  in  Rome  a  few 
months  ago,  he  learned  that  the  magnificent  collection  of  en- 
gravings, formed  by  the  late  Cardinal  Tosti,  was  for  sale ;  and 
remembering  the  deficiencies  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  in 
this  department,  he  purchased  the  whole  collection  and  presented 
it  to  the  Trustees.  It  contains  about  ten  thousand  engravings, 
of  which  over  six  hundred  are  framed.  Large  as  this  number 
is,  it  does  not  express  the  whole  value  of  the  gift ;  for  the  taste, 
learning  and  intelligence  of  the  collector,  exercised  during  many 
years  in  gathering  from  all  quarters  pictures  representing  the 
various  schools  of  art,  —  these  are  to  be  added  before  we  can 
properly  estimate  the  worth  of  the  collection.  By  the  unstinted 
generosity  of  this  noble  gift,  Mr.  Appleton  has  earned  the  grati- 
tude of  every  friend  of  the  Public  Library. 

E.    P.  WHIPPLE,    Chairman. 
SIDNEY  BARTLETT. 
HENRY  BURROUGHS,   Jr. 
PATRICK  DONAHOE. 
B.   JOY  JEFFRIES. 
ROBERT  M.   MASON. 


[B] 
REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  THE  Trustees:  — 

Gentlemen  :  Our  institution  is  feeling  its  due  share  of  an 
interest  in  free  public  libraries,  which  is  spreading  wider 
and  wider  throughout  our  country.  Among  the  earliest  estab- 
lished in  a  State  which  was  the  first  by  legislative  enactments 
to  place  such  libraries  within  reach  of  the  people  by  popular  vote, 
and  grown  to  bo  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensively  used  of 
our  free  libraries,  —  advanced  even  to  the  second  place  among  the 
collections  of  the  continent,  —  and  from  our  comparatively  long 
and  wide  experience  in  dealing  with  all  the  questions  of  library 
economy,  becoming  more  and  more  looked  upon  as  an  instructive 
exemplar,  it  may  well  be  a  source  of  gratulation  to  the  City 
that  the  institution  has  been  in  some  degree,  by  its  success,  an 
incentive  to  the  formation  of  such  libraries  elsewhere.  Every 
city  and  town  still  remaining  contiguous  to  our  original  bounds, 
and  not  already  joined  with  us  —  Chelsea,  Charlestown,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Brookline  —  have  flourishing  libraries  of  the  same 
sort,  and  destined  possibly  with  the  territorial  aggrandizement  of 
Boston  to  be  maintained  as  adjuncts  of  our  own.  That  of 
Chelsea  is  the  youngest,  but  they  have  already  accumulated  a 
library  to  the  value  of  near  three  thousand  dollars.  That  of 
Brookline  is  just  about  occupying  a  new  edifice,  of  architectural 
merit.  Further  out-lying  we  find  the  same  interest,  just  growing, 
or  of  established  importance,  in  Arlington,  Brighton,  Watertown, 
and  elsewhere.  No  better  benefaction  can  connect  the  names 
of  citizens  with  public  institutions ;  and  those  of  Edmands  and 
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Fearing  are  mentioned  only  because  more  recently  associated 
with  the  public  libraries  of  Newton  and  Hingham.  Passing 
still  farther  away  and  beyond  the  cordon  of  minor  cities,  which 
already  possess  them,  like  Lynn,  Lowell,  Fitchburg,  Worcester 
and  New  Bedford,  we  find  a  new  vigor  in  the  valley  of  the  Con- 
necticut, and  at  Springfield  an  assurance  of  a  building  and  col- 
lection of  commensurate  importance  with  that  city's  flourishing 
condition. 

At  the  "West  they  emulate  us.  Cincinnati  is  no  longer  con- 
tent with  a  library  of  the  size  that  New  Bedford  requires  in 
the  East.  With  a  new  structure  to  hold  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion of  books,  and  an  appropriation  for  their  increase  of  some 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year,  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  that  city  will  possess  a  public  library  which  shall  be  a 
credit  to  it.  Still  further  on,  at  St,  Louis,  a  new  vigor  is  infused 
into  what  was  a  public  school  library,  but  which  with  enlarged 
scope  is  beginning  to  assume  the  importance  of  a  free  general 
collection. 

What  has  already  been  accomplished  has  not  been  done  with- 
out obstacles.  It  is  not  alone  necessary  to  secure  the  grant  of 
corporate  or  municipal  foundations.  There  have  been  sagacious 
individuals  who  have  worked  heartily  and  contributed  liberally  j 
and  without  the  assistance  of  such  persons  in  undertakings 
of  this  kind  the  initiation  of  them  is  sometimes  impossible. 
Our  own  institution  owes  much  of  its  present  success  to  the 
wise  forecast  of  a  few  persons ;  and  although,  in  the  language 
of  a  recent  English  writer,*  "  it  has  already  outstripped  in  several 

*  Edward  Edwards,  formerly  of  the  British  Museum,  lately  of  the  Man- 
chester Free  Libraries,  whose  testimony  was  held  of  so  much  importance 
in  the  preliminary  investigations  instituted  by  the  British  Parliament  in 
1849,  and  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the  Parliamentary  free  library  acts 
of  1850,  etc. ;  and  the  author  of  "Memoirs  of  Libraries,"  and  of  a  recent 
volume  on  "Eree  Town  Libraries,"  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  quote, 
aud  in  which  a  separate  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  our  Public 
Library. 
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points  of  view  all  the  free  libraries  of  a  municipal  sort  wliich 
had  preceded  it,"  it  yet  perhaps  "  stands  but  on  the  threshold  of 
its  public  usefulness."  We  take,  I  think  I  may  say,  no  narrow 
view  of  what  it  is  to  be  publicly  useful. 

There  is  not  a  library  in  the  country  of  a  public  nature  but 
we  are  glad  to  be  in  correspondence  with  it,  and  to  exchange 
the  data  of  our  experience  and  practice.  The  measure  of  our 
gift  in  this  way  may  be,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  in  many  in- 
stances greater  than  the  return;  but  we  have  not  failed  to  profit 
by  what  has  been  given  to  us.  The  interchange  of  bibliothecal 
experience  is  almost  alone  wanting  to  carry  the  knowledge  of 
library  science  to  the  limit  of  proficiency.  The  time  may  come, 
as  Mr.  Edwards  remarks,  when  annuals  of  library  progress  may 
be  as  regularly  published  as  the  statistics  of  manufactures  and 
trade.  Till  then,  the  exchange  of  documents  and  reports  must 
supply  the  need.  During  the  past  year,  I  have  done  much  to 
establish  relations  of  good  fellowship  with  the  libraries  of  this 
continent ;  and  our  exchange  list  now  numbers  over  four  hundred 
different  libraries,  over  one-quarter  of  which  are  foreign.  To  a 
considerable  part  of  these  I  have  forwarded  a  circular  [see  Ap- 
pendix XXVI],  with  a  list  of  questions  to  be  answered;  and  at 
this  date  returns  have  been  received  from  over  one  hundred  and 
sixty  of  them,  a  larger  proportion  than  I  had  reason  to  hope 
for.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  results,  as  tabulated  in  Appendixes 
to  this  Report,  numbered  XXII  and  XXIII.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  these  returns  bear  different  dates  during  the  present 
year,  have  been  in  some  instances  amended  by  printed  reports  of 
a  later  date,  and  are  rather  an  approximation  to  the  contempo- 
rary status  of  the  several  libraries  than  indicating  exactly  their 
relative  condition  at  a  given  period.  The  methods  of  manage- 
ment are  so  various,  even  in  libraries  of  the  same  aims,  and 
the  care  with  which  statistics  are  acquired  or  observations 
recorded  are  so  different  under  different  librarians,  that  the 
answers,   when    received,   varied    widely    in    the    satisfaction 
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they  gave.  I  look  in  tlie  future  for  great  improvement  in  this 
matter  of  registering  results  in  library  economy;  and  I  may 
venture  to  say,  perhaps,  that  the  care  with  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  do  it  produces  advantages  so  palpable  that  our  ex- 
ample in  this,  as  in  other  matters,  may  promote  a  desirable  uni- 
formity of  endeavor  among  all  our  libraries.  It  is  some  satis- 
faction, at  least,  that  the  recent  reports  of  this  Library  have  been 
pointed  to  abroad  as  models  and  library  manuals  in  themselves. 
We  have  no  schools  of  bibliographical  and  bibliothecal  training 
whose  graduates  can  guide  the  formation  cf,  and  assume  manage- 
ment within,  the  fast-increasing  libraries  of  our  country ;  and 
the  demand  may  perhaps  never  warrant  their  establishment: 
but  every  library  with  a  fair  experience  can  afford  inestimable 
instruction  to  another  in  its  novitiate ;  and  there  have  been  no 
duties  of  my  office  to  which  I  have  given  more  hearty  attention 
than  those  that  have  led  to  the  granting  of  what  we  could  from 
our  experience  to  the  representatives  of  other  libraries,  whether 
coming  with  inquiries  fitting  a  collection  as  large  as  Cincinnati 
is  to  establish,  or  merely  seeking  such  matters  as  concern  the 
establishment  of  a  village  library.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that 
during  the  coming  year  there  will  be  instituted  an  organized 
medium  for  sucli  inter-communication,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Department  of  Education  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associ- 
ation, which  may  undertake  the  kind  of  work  done  so  effectively 
in  France  by  the  Societe  Franklin  at  Paris. 

There  is,  of  course,  every  reason  why  this  brotherhood  should 
not  be  confined  by  national  limits ;  and  I  have  by  direct  solicita- 
tion, and  through  the  instrumentality  of  our  agents  in  Europe, 
made  considerable  progress  in  collecting  the  documentary  his- 
tory of  many  of  the  great  collections  of  the  continent  and  of 
the  free  libraries  of  England.  Circulars  for  information  have 
been  sent  in  many  instances,  and  in  Appendixes  numbered  XXIV 
and  XXV,  herewith  given,  the  results  of  such  inquiries  will  be 
found. 
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In  England,  the  first  free  library  act  of  1850,  which  was 
pushed  by  Mr,  William  Ewart  till  opposition  was  overcome, 
allowed  towns  of  10,000  inhabitants  to  levy  a  half-penny  in  the 
pound  sterling  valuation;  but  this  was  changed  by  the  act  of 
1855,  so  that  a  penny  could  be  levied,  and  that  done  by  any 
town  of  5,000  inhabitants.  Under  these  acts,  there  are  now 
rates  levied  in  thirty-four  towns  (we  have  fifty  such  in  Massa- 
chusetts), supporting  twenty  reference  collections,  and  forty- 
four  circulating  libraries,  having  in  the  aggregate  nearly  half  a 
million  of  volumes,  and  issuing,  as  they  count,  three  millions  a 
year. 

In  France,  more  than  three  hundred  towns  and  villages  have 
free  public  libraries,  administered  and  maintained  by  municipal- 
ities. Beside  these,  there  were  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  340 
provincial  libraries  open  to  the  public,  and  of  these  302  were 
both  consulting  and  lending,  and  the  other  thirty-eight  lending 
exclusively.  Forty-one  of  the  302  had  reading-rooms  open  in 
the  evening.  In  1868  the  free  town  and  communal  libraries 
in  France  had  4,122,000  volumes  and  44,070  manuscripts. 

In  Belgium,  almost  every  large  town  has  its  library,  though 
not  generally  of  recent  foundation. 

In  Germany,  rich  in  collections  valuable  to  the  scholar,  they 
have  in  Berlin  and  elsewhere  a  system  of  Volksbibliotheken, 
designed  to  supply  the  commoner  wants  of  their  people. 
The  Ameige  of  Dr.  Julius  Petzhold  of  Dresden  is  at  this 
moment  printing  a  series  of  articles  on  our  own  library,  de- 
signed to  give  to  the  friends  of  libraries  in  Germany  full  par- 
ticulars of  the  character  and  management  which  we  maintain. 

In  Italy,  the  movement  for  popular  lending  libraries  is  fairly 
begun;  and  Florence,  Milan,  and  Venice  —  thirty  cities  and 
towns  in  all  —  have  established  such  libraries  since  1861. 
"Within  two  or  three  years  a  systematic  plan  of  re-organizing 
all  the  libraries  of  the  peninsula  has  been  undertaken  by  a  com- 
mission of  the  government. 
3* 
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I.     THE    BUILDING. 

The  Library  has  so  much  outgrown  expectations  that  the 
straits  are  now  experienced  which  seemed  at  the  start  in  the 
far  future.  With  a  collection  of  a  few  thousands  in  hand,  and 
plans  for  a  building  to  hold  250,000  volumes,  our  predecessors,' 
not  a  dozen  years  ago,  had  reasonable  hopes  of  meeting  the 
requirements  of  many  years,  notwithstanding  that  shelf-room 
may  be  wanting  in  a  library,  where  classifications  are  preserved, 
long  before  the  estimated  capacity  is  reached ;  and  that  the  man- 
ifold work  upon  the  books  in  preparing  them  for  the  shelves, 
which  in  a  collection  of  a  few  thousands  may  readily  be  done 
in  the  alcoves,  is  confined  to  such  narrow  spaces  with  the  great- 
est disadvantage  and  detriment  to  the  service,  when  the  books 
become  much  more  numerous.  "  Even  in  a  small  library,"  says 
the  authority  already  quoted,  "  separate  room  or  rooms,  and 
suitable  appliances  for  the  reception,  registering,  stamping  and 
cataloguing  of  books,  should  be  provided." 

It  is  not  always  that  a  library  edifice  has  been  built  with  the 
regard  for  the  possible  future  so  manifest  in  the  magnificent 
structures  at  Liverpool  and  Melbourne.  At  Manchester,  their 
building  is  already  insufficient  j  and  a  city  like  Cincinnati,  in 
providing  an  edifice  which  will  hold  but  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  volumes,  and  also  in  a  situation  that  does  not  admit  of  con- 
venient enlargement,  with  the  preservation  of  light  and  air, 
seems  determined  to  purchase  experience  at  the  cost  of  trial. 

During  the  year,  gas  jets  have  been  introduced  in  the  lower 
alcoves  of  the  Bates  Hall,  and  they  are,  probably,  the  only  prac- 
tical way  of  lighting  them  sufficiently,  without  undergoing  the 
great  cost  of  rebuilding  the  lateral  walls. 

The  extemporized  room  for  the  binder  in  the  basement  has 
been  converted  into  a  permanent  and  suitable  apartment,  where 
three  persons  now  pursue  the  work  with  every  necessary  appli- 
ance in  all  departments  of  the  trade. 
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The  document  room  has  been  suitably  shelved,  and  spaces 
assigned  for  the  stock  of  our  constantly  increasing  issues.  New 
cases  have  been  provided  for  the  increase  of  the  British  Patent 
Specifications,  and  for  newspapers,  and  additional  cabinets,  but 
not  to  the  extent  needed,  for  the  upper  range  of  alcoves. 

II.     THE    ADMINISTRATION. 

1.     THE  LIBRARY  SERVICE. 

While  the  last  Report  was  going  through  the  press,  the  Library 
experienced  a  loss  in  the  death  of  Professor  Jillson,  the  second 
officer  of  the  institution,  and  suitable  record  of  his  great  services 
was  made  in  a  postscript.  Mr.  William  A.  Wheeler,  who  had 
been  attached  to  the  Library  since  the  previous  April,  was  sub- 
sequently elected  to  the  vacant  post,  and  I  desire  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  exactness  of  care  and  to  the  varied  exertions 
which  he  has  bestowed  upon  the  cataloguing  department,  now 
under  his  immediate  oversight.  Trial  lias  proved  the  fitness 
of  the  choice,  which  was  dictated  in  large  measure  by  the 
skill  he  had  acquired  in  critical  proof-reading  and  in  precise 
and  condensed  expression  of  results,  while  reading  through 
the  press  the  quarto  edition  of  tlie  Webster  Dictionary,  and  in 
the  preparation  of  his  own  "Dictionary  of  Names  of  Fiction," 
and  of  various  other  works. 

The  divisions  of  the  library  service  as  now  constituted,  will 
be  found  set  forth  in  Appendix  XX.  The  need  of  further 
assistance  in  the  clerical  duties  of  the  Superintendent,  as  well  as 
of  an  attendant  to  have  charge  of  the  Patent  Room  and  assist 
investigators  in  their  search  for  books  desired,  has  led  to  the 
appointment  of  an  assistant  office  secretary. 

2.     EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

A  change  in  the  method  of  conducting  the  annual  examination 
of  the  Library  has  led  to  the  formation  of  a  new  department  of 
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the  service,  designed  not  only  to  effect  such  periodical  oversight, 
but  to  attend  to  the  proper  locating  of  books,  and  to  care  for 
their  orderly  arrangement  on  the  shelves,  and  the  prompt  com- 
pletion of  serials. 

The  method  of  examining  the  Library  by  sections,  and 
without  closing  it  at  all,  which  was  suggested  in  my  last  Report, 
has  been  satisfactorily  accomplished.  It  was  feared  that  it 
might  be  necessary  to  withhold  from  circulation  a  portion  of  the 
alcoves  of  fiction  in  the  Lower  Hall,  but  it  has  been  done 
without  keeping  a  single  book  from  circulation.  The  plan  is  in 
detail  as  follows :  First,  to  divide  the  Library  into  sections 
corresponding  to  any  arbitrary  division  of  the  year,  as  twelve 
sections,  one  for  each  month,  so  that  the  section  examined  in 
January  1869,  will  again  be  reached  in  January  1870,  giving 
a  full  year  between.  As  we  had  but  five  months  to  do  it  before 
our  library  year  ended,  a  division  was  made  correspondingly  for 
the  present  instance.  The  shelves  are  then  compared  with  the 
shelf-lists,  and  every  volume  missing  is  noted.  When  a  morn- 
ing's work  is  thus  done,  the  slips  showing  books  in  the  hands  of 
borrowers  are  examined,  and  part  of  the  missing  volumes 
thus  accounted  for.  The  binder's  schedules  are  next  looked  to, 
and  those  in  his  hands  are  further  checked  off.  Others  are 
found  to  be  in  some  part  of  the  building  for  temporary  use. 
The  remainder  are  set  down  as  missing,  but  most  of  them  re- 
appear as  misplaced  in  some  alcove  subsequently  examined,  and 
are  then  marked  as  accounted  for.  If  any  are  still  missing,  they 
are  sought  for  at  intervals  in  their  proper  places  on  the  shelves, 
and  sometimes  are  found,  thus  correcting  some  oversight  in 
charging  which  did  not  allow  them  to  be  discovered  when  exam- 
ining the  slips.  How  closely  the  matter  can  be  worked  up  will 
appear  from  the  report  of  the  Custodian  of  the  Shelves,  which 
forms  Appendix  XXI.  Of  the  nineteen  still  unaccounted  for  in 
the  Bates  Hall,  nearly  all  will  probably  be  discovered  on  a  re-ex- 
amination of  the  Library.    The  missing  pamphlets  are  an  excep- 
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tional  case,  and  such  a  mass  of  pamphlets,  already  located,  and 
not  bound,  as  existed  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  — 
the  accumulation  of  several  years,  in  excess  of  binding  facilities, 
—  is  not  likely  again  to  happen.  Beside  the  sources  of  error 
mentioned  in  the  Report,  there  is  the  chance  of  mistake  in  select- 
ing the  wrong  shelf  label,  and  a  wrong  one  being  attached,  the 
volume  of  course  finds  an  improper  place  on  the  shelf.  In 
addition  to  7,475  books  located  during  the  year,  there  were  such 
labels  attached,  probably,  to  enough  more  books  where  the  old 
labels  had  become  detached  to  make  the  gross  number  of  se- 
lections of  such  labels  between  8,000  and  9,000,  and  a  few 
errors  must  necessarily  occur.  A  similar  point  is  covered  in  the 
Custodian's  report  in  regard  to  the  seventy  books  unaccounted  for 
in  the  Lower  Hall.  Nearly  24,000  volumes  were  covered  with 
paper  during  the  year;  and  on  these  there  must  be  copied  on  the 
back,  at  the  lowest  computation,  over  a  hundred  thousand  figures, 
an  error  in  any  one  of  which  would  cause  possible  confusion. 
Again,  in  charging  the  176,000  volumes  issued  from  the  Lower 
Hall  during  the  year,  not  much  short  of  a  million  of  figures  must 
have  been  made,  and  any  single  mistake  is  liable  to  cause 
trouble  to  the  examiner. 

I  feel  that  the  examination  has  been  faithfully  done,  and  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  are  very  likely  conducive  to  a  greater  de- 
gree of  thoroughness  than  when  every  volume  is  recalled.  I 
believe  such  an  examination  never  took  place  before  in  a  large 
library  with  a  great  number  of  volumes  in  circulation  at  the 
same  time ;  but  what  is  proved  so  easy  with  us  might  be  found 
impracticable  in  a  library  destitute  of  shelf-records,  and  where 
the  system  of  charging  loans  is  in  account  with  individuals  and 
not  in  account  with  books.  Of  course  where  no  periodic  exam- 
ination takes  place,  and  where  the  arrangements  do  not  require 
an  exact  position  for  each  volume  on  the  shelf,  so  as  to  need 
rectification  at  intervals,  there  can  be  no  reasons  of  the  kind 
we  have  experienced  against  keeping  ever-open   doors  to  all 
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comers.  This  is  the  case  at  the  New  York  Mercantile  Library 
and  the  question  with  them  is  only,  whether  a  circulation  of  five 
or  six  hundred  a  day  during  the  month  of  August  is  sufficient 
for  dispensing  with  the  customary  vacation.  In  our  case,  it 
was  thought  that  the  use  of  the  Library  during  August  would 
prove  to  be  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  average  use  of  the  year. 
It  in  fact  amounted  to  nearly  74  per  cent.  The  use  in 
August  was  92  per  cent,  of  that  of  July.  In  August  there  were 
62  volumes  taken  home  daily  from  the  Bates  Hall.  The  highest 
use  of  the  Lower  Hall  in  one  day  was  Saturday,  the  28th,  when 
646  issues  were  made ;  the  lowest  in  any  other  day  was  342. 
The  daily  average  of  issues  for  the  preceding  eleven  months  in 
•  both  halls  was  77i);  while  that  for  August  was  568.  By  actual 
count,  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  hands  of  borrowers  from 
the  Lower  Hall  in  one  day  (August  12)  was  2,770.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  in  future  the  use  of  the  Library  in  August  will 
approximate  much  more  nearly  to  the  average  of  the  year,  as  it 
becomes  more  widely  known  that  the  summer  closing  is  dis- 
pensed with.  In  the  few  instances  where  I  have  found  a  record 
by  months,  it  does  not  prove  that  the  falling  off  in  August  should 
be  as  large  as  we  have  experienced  it  this  year,  though  the  dif- 
ferent constitution  of  the  social  system  in  various  places  may 
afiect  the  result ;  but  at  Liverpool,  the  use  in  August  is  nearly 
92  percent  of  the  average  for  the  year;  at  Birkenhead,  nearly 
90  per  cent;  and  at  Bolton  (England),  91  per  cent. 

3.     OUTSIDE   CLEEK,   AND   EINES, 

The  office  of  Outside  Cleric  in  the  Lower  Hall  was  created  last 
spring.  The  increased  use  of  that  department  seemed  to 
demand  the  presence  of  a  male  attendant  for  a  police  oversight, 
and  it  was  desirable  to  relieve  the  receiving  and  delivery  clerks 
from  all  interruptions  arising  from  the  settlement  of  fines,  the 
sale  of  catalogues  and  questions  of  visitors,  all  a  part  of  a  sys- 
tem later  to  be  explained  for  hastening  the  delivery  of  books 
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to  borrowers.  It  was  felt,  moreover,  desirable  to  institute  a 
more  uniform  system  of  exacting  fines  for  the  over-detention  of 
bool<s.  After  the  new  attendant  began  his  duties,  his  strict 
performance  of  them  not  unlikely  checked  somewhat  the 
increase  of  circulation,  which  up  to  that  date  had  been  steady, 
since  delinquents  do  not  always  graciously  accept  a  situation,  in 
which  it  is  a  new  phase  to  be  reminded  of  their  obligations. 
The  result  of  a  four  months'  record  by  Mr.  Bradshaw  has  been 
the  detention  of  104  cards  for  non-payment  of  fines,  and  the 
subsequent  return  to  the  holders  of  just  about  one-half  (81)  on 
the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  dues.  Longer  familiarity  with 
this  rule  will  doubtless  diminish  infractions,  and  prevent  any  ten- 
dency to  forego  the  privileges  of  the  Library  on  account  of  it. 

4.    EEGISTRATION  OF  APPLICANTS. 

The  registration  of  applicants  has  gone  on  through  the  year 
on  the  same  basis  as  explained  in  the  last  Report,  and  the  results 
appear  in  Appendix  XIL  The  first  year  of  the  new  record 
brought  us  of  course  the  names  of  those  most  ready  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Library ;  while  those  drawn 
in  the  present  year  show  more  nearly  the  normal  additions  for 
a  year  to  our  reading  constituency.  The  number  applying 
during  the  year  (6,490),  is  1,674  more  than  the  average  for  eight 
years  previous  to  beginning  the  new  registration.  Of  these 
applications,  more  than  one-half,  since  the  directory  afforded 
no  evidence,  went  to  the  police  for  verification,  while  not 
much  more  than  one  in  four  went  lust  year  ;'^  but  on  the  other 
hand  only  one  in  eighty-five  applicants  were  refused  cards, 
while  the  number  last  year  was  one  in  fifty-one.  The  number 
of  actual  card-holders  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  about  17,000, 
though  it  is  probable  a  considerable  percentage  of  this  number, 

*  This  is  evidence  of  our  working  in  a  larger  degree  below  the  directory 
level,  or  outside  its  range. 
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owing  to  removals,  deaths,  etc.,  were  not  in  constant  or  even 
occasional  use  of  the  Library. 

A  new  form  of  card  having  been  substituted  which  entitles 
the  bearer  to  the  use  of  either  hall,  a  record  is  no  longer  pre- 
served of  the  issue  of  cards  to  the  respective  halls. 

The  claim  which  has  been  made  for  this  Library,  that  it  is  the 
freest  in  the  world,  is  virtually  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Edwards 
in  his  recent  volume  on  "  Free  Libraries."  He  says  the  phrase  is 
strictly  applicable  to  it,  regarded  as  a  lending  collection;  but 
that  the  requirement  of  recommendations  for  strangers  visit- 
ing it  to  consult  books  in  the  building  prevents  it  being  for  a 
reference  library  as  free  as  others.  Mr.  Edwards  was  not 
aware  that  he  was  copying  rules  that  are  not  now  in  vogue  with 
us.     No  recommendation  whatever  is  now  required. 

5.     BINDING  DEPAETMENT. 

The  Binding  Department  has  been  put  within  the  year  in 
a  more  efficient  condition,  and  I  anticipate  we  shall  be  able  to 
supply  all,  or  nearly  all  our  wants  in  the  building  when  the 
binding  of  our  pamphlets,  now  being  pushed  rapidly  forward, 
is  completed.  From  experiments  made,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  our  binding  is  more  conveniently  and  cheaper  done 
than  at  the  outside  binderies.  From  one  of  the  latter  1,639 
volumes,  comprising  mainly  the  plain  Lower  Hall  style  of 
binding,  and  periodicals  bound  according  to  pattern  have  been 
received ;  while  the  number  from  the  other  is  much  less  and  of 
the  costlier  styles. 

6.  HOURS,  PRIVILEGES,  ETC. 
Beside  dispensing  with  the  vacation,  we  have  established  a 
more  liberal  time-table  for  the  public.  The  hour  for  opening  the 
Bates  Hall  lias  been  changed  from  ten  o'clock  to  nine  o'clock, 
making  now  the  whole  building  accessible  at  that  hour.  By 
fixing  more  precise  limits  at  the  close  of  the  day,  as  six  o'clock 
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in  winter  and  seven  o'clock  in  summer,  some  furtlier  gain  is 
made  over  the  old  rule  for  closing  at  half  an  hour  before  sun- 
set.    The  following  table  shows  our  present  average  hours : 

Bates  Hall     .         .       9^  hours  daily,  or  57  hours  a  week. 
Lower  Hall    .         .11  ''      ^    ^'  66     ''  " 

Reading  Room       .       13  "  "   78     "  " 

The  average  of  six  of  the  principal  English  libraries  is  sixty- 
nine  hours  per  week  for  the  reference,  and  fifty-four  for  the 
circulating  departments. 

The  granting  the  use  of  ink  to  the  frequenters  of  the  Bates 
Hall  has  produced  no  unsatisfactory  results,  and  it  is  a  privilege 
well  accorded.  It  is  now  allowed  at  the  British  Museum,  and 
the  rule  forbidding  it  has  been  rescinded  at  Berlin  and  in  others 
of  the  large  European  libraries.  Indeed,  a  relaxing  from  former 
stringency  in  many  respects  characterizes  not  a  few  of  the 
principal  libraries  of  Germany,  as  notably  at  Munich. 

A  change  in  our  method  of  charging  books  to  borrowers  has 
worked  well,  and  saves  labor  on  our  part,  and  it  is  thought  to 
conduce  to  a  more  rapid  delivery  of  books.  The  borrower  now 
writes  his  name  and  residence,  and  the  numbers  of  the  desired 
books,  on  a  printed  slip,  and  when  the  volume  is  delivered  and 
the  writing  on  the  slip  verified  by  the  applicant's  card,  the  same 
slip  is  preserved  as  our  record  of  delivery.  There  was  some 
apprehension  that  illegible  writing  would  produce  mistakes ;  but 
this  difiiculty  has  not  been  experienced,  all  irregularities  being 
corrected  as  the  writing  is  verified. 

7.     BRANCH  LIBRARIES. 

The  recent  passage  of  a  new  Ordinance  by  the  City  Council, 

relating  to  the  Library,  is  likely  to  open  the  question  of  branch 

libraries.     The  argument  in  their  favor  is  of  course  the  greater 

chance  of  usefulness  for  the  books,  by  scattering  them  nearer 

i 
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the  several  minor  centres  of  population.  The  happy  experience 
which  has  been  had  with  them  abroad  is  also  suggestive.  We 
have  nothing  like  them  in  this  country  except  it  may  be  in  the 
distinct  libraries  of  suburban  towns,  and  in  the  custom  pre- 
vailing in  some  places,  sparsely  inhabited,  of  allowing  certain 
portions  of  the  books  to  be  kept  apart  from  the  central  collec- 
tion, in  outlying  "  neighborhoods."  Or  perhaps  something 
nearer  to  the  system  prevails  in  the  arrangements  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  of  New  York,  which  has  a  branch  down-town 
delivery  where  a  portion  of  their  collection  is  kept.  That 
library  has  also  an  express-delivery  of  books,  the  recipient 
paying  by  a  printed  stamp,  which  he  encloses  with  his  order. 
Last  year  the  comparative  delivery  under  these  arrangements 
was  as  follows :  — 

At  the  main  library 156,558 

At  the  down-town  delivery    ....  45,080 

By  express 8,428 


Total 210,066 

Among  the  English  libraries,  Liverpool  has  two ;  Manchester 
six;  and  Birmingham  five  of  these  branches.  The  branches 
become  of  themselves  in  a  measure  reference  libraries,  and  in 
1868,  nearly  100,000  volumes  were  thus  issued  at  the  Manches- 
ter branches,  while  1,700,000  readers  are  computed  to  have 
visited  the  six  reading  rooms  attached  to  the  branches.  These 
branches  possess  from  2,000  to  12,000  volumes  each. 

At  Berlin  something  analogous  has  been  instituted  in  the 
VolJcsbibUotheJcen,  which  were  first  planned  in  1850,  and  carried 
out  partly  by  associated  efforts  and  partly  by  the  assistance  of  the 
municipality.  They  began  with  reading  rooms,  but  the  lending 
of  books  was  soon  added.  Four  were  started  in  different 
sections  of  the  city;  three  others  had  been  added  up  to  1866, 
and  in  1867  an  eighth  was  opened.     In  that  year  four  of  these 
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eight  possessed  18,000  volumes,  and  4,311  cards  were  in  use. 
The  scheme  was  considered  to  be  successfully  developed.  At 
Leipsic  a  like  system  is  in  operation. 

At  Hamburg  they  have  a  similar  plan,  but  it  includes  a  small 
annual  payment  for  the  users. 

The  scheme  of  branch  libraries  is  one  which  promises  more 
effectually  than  any  other  to  induce  more  people  to  read  our 
books  and  to  read  more  of  them. 

III.     THE    BOOKS. 

L     EXTENT   OF    THE   LIBRARY. 

In  extent  our  Library  still  maintains  the  second  rank  in  the 
country,  and  our  153,000  volumes  give  us  an  average  of  sixty  or 
seventy  volumes  to  every  hundred  of  our  population,  a  propor- 
tion considerably  more  than  double  what  prevails  in  Liverpool 
and  Manchester.  Within  a  radius  of  five  niiles  from  the  State 
House  the  number  of  volumes  in  libraries,  not  private,  to  every 
hundred  of  the  population  must  be  greatly  in  excess  of  the 
proportion  in  any  similar  area  on  this  continent.  Of  the  six 
libraries  in  the  States,  containing  over  100,000  volumes,  three 
are  within  this  range,  and  the  aggregate  accessible  to  the  public 
cannot  be  far  from  half  a  million.  Time  only  can  enable  us  to 
equal  in  numbers  the  Imperial  Library  of  Paris  with  its  million 
of  volumes,  if  that  were  a  laudable  ambition ;  but  the  necessities 
of  the  case,  as  well  as  our  distinctive  aim  to  furnish,  first  of  all, 
a  fresh,  modern  library,  will  probably  ever  prevent  our  collec- 
tion assimilating  to  tliat  vast  accumulation  of  books.  That  of 
Ste.  Geuevieve,  with  its  150,000  to  180,000  volumes,  is  more  like 
what  we  may  presumably  become;  for  this  is  the  working  library 
of  the  modern  Parisian  lilterateur,  and  one  of  the  five  lesser  col- 
lections of  the  French  metropolis,  whose  aggregate  volumes 
reach  about  three-quarters  of  the  number  assigned  to  the  Im- 
perial Library.     Fifteen  years  ago  there  were  twelve  free  town 
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libraries  in  Prance,  with  over  50,000  volumes  each,  that  of  Stras- 
bourg alone  (182,000),  possessing  more  than  we  now  count. 
There  is  no  town  library  in  Belgium  of  our  magnitude ;  nor  in 
Switzerland ;  and  of  the  German  cities  containing  important 
municipal  collections  (Breslau,  Bremen,  Cologne,  Frankfort, 
Hamburg,  and  Leipsic),  the  nearest  in  population  to  Boston, 
(Hamburg)  has,  I  suspect,  a  larger.  We  have  about  doubled  in 
a  decade,  and  that  without  any  extraordinary  accession  be- 
yond the  bequest  of  the  Parker  Library  [See  Appendixes  I, 
II,  and  HI]. 

2.     INCREASE, 

Our  increase  in  volumes  (8,685)  during  the  past  year  is 
larger  than  for  any  year  since  the  foundation,  except  those  in 
which  the  Bates  books  and  the  Parker  books  were  received. 
Including  those,  the  average  increase  of  the  seventeen  years  is 
8,981  ;  and  without  that  exceptional  increment,  the  average  is 
6,843.  The  two  other  most  active  libraries  of  the  country  are 
now  increasing  regularly  by  about  the  same  number  of  volumes, 
the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Mercantile  Library  of  New- 
York,  the  latter  institution  added  during  the  last  year  over 
12,000  volumes  (a  large  proportion  duplicates),  and  sold  about 
3,200  duplicates,  leaving  their  net  gain  about  8,800  vohmies. 
The  Peabody  Institute  of  Baltimore  added  about  the  same  num- 
ber (8,646),  but  it  is  still  spending  its  foundation  fund. 

None  but  the  great  national  libraries  of  Europe  are  increas- 
ing to  the  same  extent.  The  British  Museum  adds  from  25,000 
to  30,000  printed  volumes  a  year;  but  the  principal  of  the  free 
libraries  do  not  grow  faster  than  from  2,000  to  2,500  volumes  a 
year.  In  Germany  [see  Appendix  XXV],  the  largest  of  her 
libraries,  that  of  Munich,  is  adding  only  6,000  or  7,000  volumes 
a  year;  while  the  second,  Berlin,  has  the  only  annual  increase 
among  them  larger  than  our  own,  10,000  or  12,000  volumes. 
That  of  Hamburg  is  growing  at  the  rate  of  5,000  volumes;  but 
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as  a  general  thing  the  growth  of  the  town  libraries  of  Germany 
does  not  exceed  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  volumes  a  year, 
and  some  of  considerable  size  add  scarcely  more  than  two  hun- 
dred. Ghent,  the  largest  library  in  Belgium  (72,000  volumes), 
increases  by  less  than  700  volumes  a  year. 

By  reference  to  the  table  of  our  increase  (Appendix  IV),  it 
will  be  seen  that  about  one-quarter  of  our  gain  is  in  the  Lower 
Hall,  where  the  increase  is  half  as  much  again  as  last  year. 
The  Bates  Hall  gain  is  a  trifle  less  than  last  year.  We  have 
aimed  during  the  year,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  duplicates, 
to  meet  with  due  liberality  the  popular  demands  upon  the 
Lower  Hall. 

Nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  the  increase  has  been  in  new  publi- 
cations, such  amounting  to  3,396  volumes,  including  447  dupli- 
cates; and  of  the  entire  number,  all  but  789  were  in  the  Eng- 
lish language.  It  is  estimated  that  35,000  volumes,  including 
reprints  and  pamphlets,  are  now  published  annually  in  the  world ; 
and  of  these  25,000  may  be  considered  as  worth  purchasing  for 
preservation  in  such  an  institution  as  the  British  Museum,  and 
that  150,000  francs  would  be  yearly  required  to  secure  them. 
Last  year  I  believe  there  were  12,000  volumes  published  in 
Germany,  and  4,300  in  England  alone.  During  1868,  it  is  said 
that  200,000  volumes  changed  hands  at  the  Leipsic  book  auc- 
tions. 

3.     DONATIONS. 

The  year's  record  of  donations  is  exceptionally  large.  It 
shows  that  nearly  one-quarter  of  our  increase  in  volumes  is  from 
this  source,  and  nearly  four-fifths  of  our  pamphlets.  More 
volumes  have  been  given  than  in  any  year  since  the  Parker 
Library  was  received.  For  the  last  sixteen  years,  the  average 
number  of  pamphlets  given  has  been  less  than  3,000  a  year, 
and  this  year's  record  shows  nearly  11,000.  The  number  of 
individual  donors  is  nearly  double  that  of  any  previous  yeai-. 
4* 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  returns  from  other  libraries,  as  given  in 
Appendixes  XXII  to  XXV,  that  the  increase  by  donations  varies 
widely  in  different  libraries.  We  have  about  us  in  this  commu- 
nity four  libraries,  which  show  as  large  a  percentage  for  gifts  in 
their  records  of  increase,  as  will  be  found  noted  in  the  tables 
embodied  in  the  appendixes.  The  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society's  Library  grows  almost  entirely  from  this  source;  at 
Harvard  College,  this  constitutes  80  per  cent,  of  their  entire 
gain ;  at  the  Natural  History  Society's  Library,  it  is  75  per  cent. ; 
and  at  the  American  Congregational  Library,  it  is  at  least  two- 
thirds.  I  think  the  character  of  the  casual  gifts  made  over  to 
public  libraries  with  us  must  be  different  from  those  which  the 
free  town  libraries  of  England  have  received.  Mr.  Edwards 
says  that  (judging  from  his  experience  at  Manchester)  three- 
quarters  of  such  receipts  are  more  fitted  for  popular  lending  than 
for  the  consulting  department  of  a  library.  I  should  say  the 
proportion  with  us  is  just  the  other  way.  The  three-volume 
novel  is  not  certainly  as  omnipotent  in  discarded  household 
accumulations  with  us  as  in  England ;  and  among  the  waifs  and 
estrays  that  are  gathered  in  our  omnivorous  receptacle  of  dona- 
tions, there  are  not  a  few  of  Boston  imprint  and  statistical  value, 
which  may  be  reckoned  of  little  pecuniary  worth,  but  of  es- 
sential importance  in  a  library  like  ours,  large  enough  to  honor 
trifles.  Mr.  Edwards  says  of  us,  in  the  book  already  quoted,  that 
•"Boston  may  well  be  proud  of  so  remarkable  a  demonstration  of 
public  liberality  and  public  spirit  as  that  which  is  recorded  upon 
its  donation  book,  even  subsequent  to  the  first  formation  of  the 
library." 

The  most  important  benefaction  of  the  year  is  that  of  Mr. 
Thomas  C  Appleton,  an  early  Trustee  of  the  Library,  and  a  lib- 
eral donor  before,  who  secured  for  us  the  valuable  collection  of 
engravings,  formed  in  Rome  by  the  late  Cardinal  Tosti,  com- 
puted to  be  10,000  in  number,  and  said  to  have  been  the  finest 
in  Rome.     As  they  have  only  just  been  received,  a  more  par- 
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ticular  description  ■will  have  to  be  deferred  till  another  year 
[see  Appendix  IX]. 

4.     SHELF  DUPLICATES. 

In  our  Lower  Hall  during  the  past  year  the  number  of  dupli- 
cates added  as  compared  with  the  new  books,  has  been  nearly  as 
two  to  three, —  883  of  the  former  to  1,338  of  the  latter;  while 
of  new  books  duplicated  there  have  been  447  volumes  added. 
A  very  large  share  of  the  248  condemned  books  replaced  have 
been  duplicates  of  other  copies.  These  duplicates,  when  of 
books  before  in  circulation,  and  always  in  the  case  of  condemned 
books  have  been  bought  in  the  precise  ratio  of  the  demand  for 
them.  Every  morning  slips  representing  personal  requests  for 
more  copies  of  particular  books,  and  twice  a  month  the  titles 
of  the  condemned  books  are  examined  by  the  shelf-lists,  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  copies  already  in  the  Library,  and  by  the  can- 
celled charging  slips  to  ascertain  the  actual  circulation;  and 
the  ratio  of  issues  to  copies  decides  at  once  the  question  of 
further  purchases,  regard  always  being  had  to  the  character  of 
the  book,  duplicates  of  the  better  sort  of  books  being  bought  on 
less  urgency  than  suffices  with  the  poorer  kind.  I  think  the 
largest  number  of  copies  of  a  new  book  which  has  been  bought 
the  past  year  is  17,  and  this  was  in  the  case  of  "  The  Gates 
Ajar."  As  showing  how  libraries  with  different  aims  cater  to 
such  a  demand,  I  will  state  that  the  Mercantile  Library  of  New 
York  put  52  copies  of  that  book  in  circulation;  and  that 
Mr.  Loring  of  this  city  found  150  copies  necessary  to  supply 
his  customers. 

Interesting  particulars  of  the  extent  to  which  some,  and  par- 
ticularly the  mercantile  and  associated  libraries  of  this  country 
and  the  free  public  libraries  of  England  buy  duplicates  of  pop- 
ular books,  will  be  found  in  the  tables  of  the  Appendix. 

5.     SALE  DUPLICATES. 

Our  sale  duplicates  are  still  increasing,  and  in  the  event  of 
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the  establishment  of  branch  libraries  will  afford  some  help  in 
furnishing  their  shelves.  "We  seem  to  be  adding  to  them  at  the 
rate  of  about  800  a  year,  and  disposing  of  them  by  exchange  at 
the  rate  of  nearly  500, —  so  that  the  net  annual  increase  is  about 
300  volumes. 

6.     PAMPHLETS. 

Nearly  14,000  pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  Library 
during  the  year,  swelling  the  number  of  which  account  has 
been  taken  as  additions  from  the  beginning  (excluding  numbers 
of  periodicals,  and  generally  book  catalogues)  to  about  01,200. 
Nearly  3,C00  have  been  purchased  during  the  year,  chiefly 
from  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the  late  Albert  G.  Greene,  while 
the  aggregate  of  pamphlet  purchases  in  all  previous  years 
together  has  been  about  2,500. 

Of  this  total  (61,200)  it  is  not  easy  to  say  how  many  have 
since  been  bound  singly  or  in  series,  and  are  now  counted 
among  the  volumes.  Up  to  1864,  Mr.  Jewett  reckoned  there 
had  been  2,000  volumes  thus  added  to  the  collection.  A  large 
number,  which  subsequently  to  that  date  Mr.  Jewett  had  desig- 
nated as  fit  for  binding  singly,  some  hundreds  in  all,  after 
being  catalogued  and  having  their  location  numbers  printed 
in  the  supplement  of  1866,  had  remained  up  to  the  present 
year  without  binding  or  distribution,  awaiting  the  necessary 
time  to  accomplish  this  work.  The  system,  which  Mr.  Jewett 
had  approved,  of  binding  pamphlets  singly  in  almost  all  cases, 
and  which  is  now  the  lule  of  the  British  Museum,  did  not  seem 
to  me  in  all  respects  desirable  in  the  present  condition  of  our 
Library.  The  additional  expense,  and  the  inconvenience  of  hav- 
ing on  the  shelves  of  books  so  thin  as  many  of  them  were  (often 
lost  siiihtof  from  being  pressed  behind  their  neighbors),  seemed 
to  outweigh  the  risk  of  losing  a  dozen  pamphlets  in  a  volume 
issued  for  sake  of  one  among  them,  and  the  possible  detriment 
to  the  public  in  having  as  many  titles  absent  from  the  shelf  when 
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one  might  have  sufficed.  Both  of  these  olyections  are  in  a 
good  degree  obviated  by  the  rule,  which  I  hope  to  carry  out 
when  practicable  in  the  future,  of  preserving  for  the  shelf  in 
needful  cases  as  many  as  three,  or  perhaps  more  copies  of  the 
same  pamphlet.  The  room  occupied  when  they  are  bound  with 
others  is  inappreciable;  it  preserves  distinct  serials,  and  dimin- 
ishes the  chance  of  losing  the  title.  For  example,  an  address 
by  John  Jones,  on  Animal  Intelligence,  before  the  Jonesville 
Social  Science  Association,  can  well  be  preserved  in  three 
series,  —  one  in  the  set  of  Jones's  pamphlets,  a  second  with  those 
on  the  Intelligence  of  Animals,  and  a  third  among  the  documents 
of  the  Association. 

With  these  views,  I  have  had  other  and  cognate  pamphlets 
added  to  these  several  hundred  which  were  awaiting  binding, 
till  the  volume  got  a  sufficient  thickness,  when  the  whole  were 
re-catalogued  under  a  modification  of  our  system  to  suit  the  case, 
which  will  be  explained  hereafter;  and  in  this  way  tliey  are  now 
all  on  our  shelves.  The  process  has  used  up  several  thousand 
pamphlets,  without  augmenting  the  count  of  volumes,  which  was 
reckoned  before  according  to  the  single  pamphlet.  The  pro- 
cess of  cataloguing  and  binding  all  other  pamphlets  by  a  similar 
classification  has  been  going  on  through  the  year,  and  latterly 
with  increased  force  in  the  bindery.  The  assortment  of  them  to 
this  end  is  now  nearly  completed ;  and  a  printed  blank  for  title 
and  contents  is  added  to  each  package  as  transmitted  to  the 
binder.  Preference  has  been  given  to  assortment  by  authors 
or  subjects,  according  as  the  greater  number  of  pamphlets  in 
particular  cases  favored  the  one  or  the  other,  it  being  held 
desirable  that  the  class  in  which  the  greatest  completeness  could 
be  reached  should  prevail.  In  filling  sets  of  this  kind,  I  have 
freely  sent  to  authors  and  societies  for  assistance  in  their  par- 
ticular departments,  and  the  large  accessions  of  the  year  have 
resulted  from  their  kind  attentions  to  our  wants.     I  have  con- 
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tinned  to  call  upon  our  citizens  through  our  Bulletins  for  gifts 
of  this  kind,  and  not  without  effect.  The  receipts  have  occa- 
sionally swelled  our  duplicates,  even  after  reserving  tliree  of  a 
kind  as  I  have  indicated,  but  all  such  I  hope  will  avail  us  in 
exchanges,  to  which  end  our  duplicates  have  all  been  classified 
and  arranged  in  boxes  in  the  presses  of  our  "  dark  room."  I 
have  already  proposed  exchanges  of  pamphlets  with  distant 
libraries,  on  the  basis  of  sending,  say,  a  thousand  pertaining 
to  New  England  in  return  for  a  thousand  about  New  York. 
Such  exchanges  will  doubtless  bring  back  some  duplicates ;  but 
the  mass  is  likely  to  be  fresh,  and  it  is  a  kind  of  reciprocity 
done  with  the  least  labor. 

The  value  of  pamphlets  consists  more  largely  than  with  books 
in  their  accessibility  and  indexing.  In  bound  volumes  they  are 
in  the  most  convenient  shape,  and  can  be  as  thoroughly  cata- 
logued as  ordinary  books.  The  bindery  has  been  making, 
during  the  year,  large  numbers  of  shelf-cases  of  pasteboard, 
which  serve  to  hold  incipient  or  incomplete  series  of  pamphlets ; 
and,  as  these  cases  are  made  in  the  shape  and  size  of  a  volume, 
the  bound  book  can  be  substituted  at  any  time  for  the  loose  num- 
bers. In  the  distribution  of  such  composite  volumes,  I  have  had 
them  placed  according  to  the  classifications  of  the  Library,  and 
not  in  any  department  by  themselves,  though  such  a  collection 
had  been  begun  by  my  predecessor,  forming  a  series  of  con- 
secutively numbered  "  pamphlet  volumes,"  future  accessions  to 
which  will  be  confined  to  those  heterogeneously  compounded 
volumes,  which  not  unfrequently  come  in  among  the  donations 
from  disbanded  households. 

With  these  aims  I  look  to  the  eventual  entire  absorption  of 
our  pamphlet  collection  in  the  body  of  the  Library,  where  it 
can  be  most  serviceable.  It  will  then  probably  be  more  accessi- 
ble than  any  other  collection  of  so  considerable  magnitude  in 
the  country.  The  work  will  cost  money  and  time;  but  without 
it  they  are  worthless  j  and  a  library  like  ours  is  fast  becoming 
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morally  responsible  for  the  proper  presentation  to  inquirers  of 
everything  printed,  which  we  may  be  thought  to  have  had 
reasonable  opportunity  for  acquiring. 

7.    MAPS. 

During  the  year  several  hundred  maps  (many  of  wliich  had 
been  catalogued,  but  not  assigned  to  places)  have  been  made 
accessible,  and  given  location  on  the  shelves,  the  cases  prepared 
for  them  in  the  bindery  bearing  some  semblance  to  books. 
More  needs  to  be  done  in  this  direction  ;  but  I  hope  soon  to  have 
it  appear  that  any  map  we  have  is  accessible  from  the  catalogue. 
In  the  absence  of  any  distinct  apartment  for  maps,  there  seemed 
no  way  of  disposing  of  them  but  as  the  equivalents  of  books. 

8.     THE  PURCHASE   OF  BOOKS. 

Our  system,  as  now  developed,  depends  upon  specific  orders 
and  upon  the  discretionary  selection  of  foreign  agents  in  the 
matter  of  new  books,  this  discretion  being  to  a  limited  de- 
gree; and  it  is  necessarily  allowed,  if  new  publications  are  to 
be  promptly  supplied,  without  the  loss  of  time  ia  ordering  after 
publication.  Our  agencies,  as  now  constituted,  will  appear  from 
the  table  of  the  Library  Service  in  Appendix  XX;  that  of  the 
London  agency  being  the  only  one  in  which  a  change  has  oc- 
curred during  the  year.  Our  books  have  come  from  .London, 
Paris  and  Leipsic  once  or  twice  a  month  during  the  year,  and 
from  Florence  but  once  a  year.  Of  American  publications,  our 
agents  have  orders  to  send  for  our  inspection  everything 
published,  and  half  our  additions  in  new  books  bear  American 
imprints  [see  Appendix  lY]. 

Li  bibliography,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  literary  his- 
tory and  bibliothecal  science,  as  it  is  the  working  department  of 
the  Library  for  its  officers,  we  aim  to  buy  nearly  everything  of 
any  value;  and  from  the  accumulation  of  classed  catalogues  of 
booksellers  which  had   accrued,  much   is  now   doing   to   bind 
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them  in  assorted  classes,  as  an  important  adjunct  of  this  depart- 
ment. A  complete  bibliographical  collection  would  doubtless 
embrace  more  than  20,000  volumes  of  some  value,  while  our 
collection  at  present  numbers  not  much  short  of  4,000  volumes, 
or  more  than  three  per  cent,  of  the  Bates  Hall  collection.  The 
list  of  bibliography  at  the  Astor  Library  did  number  about 
2,000  volumes,  and  that  of  the  Smithsonian  3,000. 

In  American  history,  as  a  matter  of  course,  we  aim  to  be 
thorough,  though  the  accession  of  the  Peter  Force  library  to  that 
of  Congress  puts  the  national  collection  ahead  of  ours.  Still  in 
our  own  Congressional  Documents  it  is  supposed,  that,  owing  to 
fortuitous  circumstances,  we  have  a  more  complete  set  than  exists 
elsewhere.  In  the  literature  of  the  rebellion,  we  have  taken 
special  pains  to  secure  everything  possible,  and  have  one  of  the 
best  collections  in  the  country.  There  are  several  libraries  about 
us  which  in  some  degree  complement  our  own  for  investigation 
in  our  national  annals,  —  the  State  Library,  tiie  Library  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  that  of  the  American  Antiqua- 
rian Society  at  Worcester,  Harvard  College  at  Cambridge,  and 
the  Athenaeum  (both  these  last  in  the  early  historical  material 
of  New  England) ;  and  that  of  the  American  Congregational 
Library  and  of  the  Genealogical  Society  in  their  several  special- 
ties. The  demand  for  American  historical  literature  has  largely 
increased  since  the  British  Museum  began  twenty-five  years  ago 
systematically  to  amass  their  now  magnificent  grouping  of 
books  on  our  national  story ;  and,  without  wishing  to  compete 
with  collectors  possessed  by  this  mania,  our  Library  has  done 
already  considerable  to  place  us  among  the  most  important  of 
such  collections  in  the  country.  The  acquisition  of  the  Prince 
Library  placed  us  almost  foremost  in  its  peculiar  department. 
The  German  and  Dutch  dealers  have  long  been  catering  to  this 
demand,  and  special  catalogues  and  lists  from  that  source,  enable 
us  to  add  mucli  that  is  desirable  from  time  to  time.  From  the 
auction  sales  of  Eliot  Woodward  and  Albert   G.  Greene,  we 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  49 

have  added  not  a  little  during  the  year.  Tlie  loss  of  this 
material  during  the  war  was  probably  very  great  in  supplying 
the  paper  mills;  and  at  all  times  the  permanency  of  public 
documentary  records  is  surprisingly  precarious.  It  is  said  that 
not  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States  possesses  a  complete  set  of 
their  legislative  and  executive  papers.  I  have  experienced  this 
uncertainty  in  the  efforts  we  have  made  to  complete  our  set  of 
the  Roxbury  documents,  since  it  became  a  part  of  Boston. 
Personal  solicitation  and  a  printed  circular  brought  very  little 
to  our  call.  We  have  succeeded  far  better  in  procuring  Dor- 
chester's record,  owing  to  the  kind  attentions  of  Dr.  Jarvis  in 
the  past  as  in  the  present.  We  are  now  endeavoring  to  pre- 
serve distinct  and  complete,  apart  from  their  chronological 
order,  in  the  usual  annual  conglomerate  volumes  both  of  the 
State  and  City  Documents,  sets  by  departments  of  the  public 
issues  of  Boston  and  Massachusetts ;  and  the  gathering  of  the 
deficient  numbers  is  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty,  and  one  in 
which  citizens  niight  well  help  us. 

It  seems  desirable  that  every  library  which  can  spare  from 
its  resources  the  requisite  means  should  select  some  subject, 
strength  in  which  would  give  them  character  and  a  value  beyond 
their  immediate  dependencies.  The  free  library  of  Birming- 
ham very  opportunely  seized  the  occasion  of  the  recent  Shakes- 
peare Tercentenary  to  found  a  special  Shakespearian  library  as 
a  part  of  their  general  collection,  and  as  befitted  the  great  citv 
of  Warwickshire, —  a  specialty  now  embracing  nearly  2,000 
volumes,  and  as  it  has  had  the  patronage  of  liberal  benefactors, 
one  likely  to  become  of  prime  interest.  Our  own  collection  Oi 
Shakespeares  and  works  illustrative  of  him  is  very  good ;  but  we 
have  not  thought  of  giving  it  anything  like  completeness.  An 
effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  gather  what  was  possi- 
ble of  the  different  translations  of  Hamlet,  and  as  an  indicative 
part  of  the  subjects,  it  may  be  worth  our  while  to  keep  up  the 
search. 
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It  has  been  thought  that  Franklin  is  to  Boston  of  something 
like  the  same  importance,  and  I  have  lost  no  opportunity  of 
securing  what  I  could,  illustrative  of  the  man  and  his  works,  and 
hope  the  collection  may  prove  in  the  end  of  credit  to  the  city  of 
his  birth. 

Of  Boston  itself,  its  present  and  its  past,  we  never  lose  sight } 
and  it  is  becoming  that  its  Free  Library  should  possess  every- 
thing possibly  to  be  attained. 

The  small  department  of  embossed  books  for  the  blind, 
founded  by  Mr.  Ticknor,  now  consists  of  ten  volumes,  and  four 
persons  have  drawn  upon  it  eighteen  times  dunng  the  year, — 
a  use  not  large,  but  it  is  hoped  it  will  increase  as  it 
becomes  known  that  such  books  are  in  the  Library.  Lard- 
ner's  "  Outlines  of  Universal  History  "  appeared  most  in  request 
among  them.* 

Among  our  methods  of  specific  orders,  none  seem  to  work 
better  than  that  of  ordering  with  little  restraint  such  works 
as  have  been  specially  recommended  by  persons  wishing  to 
read  them.  In  this  way  all  but  a  very  few  of  1,178  works 
recommended  (excepting  226  which  we  already  possessed) 
were  ordered ;  and  the  exceptions  were  in  the  case  of  books  too 
costly  for  present  purchase,  or  of  sets  of  periodicals  which  it 
would  be  more  desirable  to  acquire  at  some  future  time! 
Considerably  over  one-half  of  the  books  thus  ordered  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  made  ready  at  once  for  their 
sponsor's  use.  It  is  probable  that  near  a  quarter  of  the  volumes 
added  to  the  Bates  Hall  during  the  year  were  bought  on  such 
recommendations.  Requests  to  buy  duplicates  of  popular 
books  are  not  taken  into  this  account  at  all,  but  are  met  as 
before  explained. 

The  system,  with  the  freedom  we  allow  it,  is  a  liberal  one^ 


*  The  five  branches  of  the  Manchester  Library  contain  106  of  these  books, 
and  204  borrowers  took  220  duriug  1868. 
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and  might  without  restraint,  and  with  a  less  tractable  constitu- 
ency lead  to  license;  but  this  evil  we  have  not  yet  experienced. 
The  books  thus  bought  are  always  worth  our  buying,  while  they 
might  not  be  with  a  smaller  library  of  less  means.  The  diffi- 
culty with  large  and  well-established  libraries  is  more  to  get 
the  books  read  than  to  acquire  them ;  and  we  deem  that  this 
effort  to  satisfy  positive  wants  is  a  great  gain  to  that  end.  ,  A 
reader  may  want  a  book  on  a  certain  topic  inferior  to  one  we 
could  already  offer  him,  but  he  wants  it  for  its  peculiar  views, 
and  it  may  secure  him  as  a  reader,  while  the  better  book  might 
not.  That  is  the  philosophy  of  the  system  as  we  practise  it ; 
and  Mr.  Edwards,  in  referring  to  it,  says,  that  we  offer  in  it 
"an  example  by  which  the  greatest  and  most  liberally  adminis- 
tered libraries  of  Europe  might  still  profit  to  their  further 
improvement." 

IV.     CIRCULATION. 

1.      OF    THE    ENTIRE    LIBRARY. 

Open  for  284  days  during  the  year,  with  218,677  issues  taken 
count  of,  showing  a  daily  average  of  770  volumes, — these 
figures  are  larger  than  ever  before  recorded  with  us,  and  an 
increase  of  140  on  the  daily  average,  or  twenty-two  per  cent, 
over  those  of  last  year. 

These  enumerations  appear  large  compared  with  the  figures 
indicating  the  use  of  our  American  libraries  as  given  in  Appen- 
dixes XXII  and  XXIII,  only  one,  the  New  York  Mercantile 
Library,  in  its  230,000  issues  showing  larger,  —  an  excess  not  to 
be  wondered  at  when  we  consider  how  extensively  it  caters  to 
the  popular  demand  in  purchasing  duplicates,  and  that  it  has  a 
branch  (down-town)  delivery,  and  also  has  a  system  of  deliver- 
ing books  at  houses  by  stamps. 

Compared  with  the  returns  of  the  English  free  libraries,  the 
figures  seem  small  [see  Appendix  XXIV,  Qu.  8].      Liverpool 
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foots  up  988,891;  Manchester,  807,664;  and  Birmingham 
359,262,  etc.;  but  the  different  systems,  both  of  circulation  and 
enumeration  there  prevailing,  must  be  borne  in  mind.  With 
them  for  the  loaning  of  books,  accessibility  is  increased  in  a 
fold  corresponding  to  the  number  of  their  branches  (Manchester 
has  six,  for  instance),  and  use  follows  in  like  proportion.  Cur- 
rent periodicals  are  often  issued  as  books.  At  Manchester,  only 
a  few  of  the  most  popular  are  kept  for  use  in  the  newsrooms, 
most  periodicals  being  issued  precisely  as  books,  as  the  librarian 
informs  me.  Three-volume  novels  (counting  three)  are  given 
at  a  single  application  in  many  cases.  A  systematic  record  is 
kept  of  use  of  reference  books  and  alcove  investigations.  The 
issue  of  Patent  Specifications  at  Manchester,  if  not  elsewhere,  is 
counted  in  a  somewhat  strange  fashion.  For  instance,  140,062 
specifications  are  bound  in  3,001  volumes,  and  when  issued  to 
898  readers,  as  they  were  in  1868,  each  volume  containing  on 
an  average  forty  specifications,  the  number  of  volumes  issued  is 
multiplied  by  forty  to  get  at  the  number  of  different  specifica- 
tions supposed  to  be  used. 

All  these  methods  of  reckoning  are  not  included  in  our  total, 
which  does  not  even  include  the  books  issued  for  reference  from 
the  Lower  Hall.  The  use  of  current  periodicals  will  be  re- 
ferred to  under  the  head  of  the  Reading  Room  [see  also 
Appendix  XVI].  Our  record  of  use  of  the  English  Patents  is 
kept  in  the  simpler  way  of  visitors  and  hours  spent,  which  will 
be  seen  to  be  increasing  in  a  good  ratio,  and  to  be  a  third  more 
than  last  year, —  361  persons  having  spent  589  hours  in  the 
room. 

Our  set  now  embraces 
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The  report  of  Manchester  for  1868  shows  that  they  have 
bound  their  set  in  3,831  volumes.  They  are  said  to  be  distrib- 
uted regularly  to  more  than  fifty  libraries  throughout  the  British 
Empire  and  colonies.  Our  set  has  cost  u?  for  binding  about  a 
guinea,  gold,  per  volume,  or  in  round  numbers  an  aggregate  ot 
near  $10,000  so  far.  I  calculate  the  plates  and  sheetsj  as  issued, 
have  now  a  cash  value  of  over  $30,000,  —  the  only  data  for  the 
computation  at  hand,  however,  is  a  statement  that  up  to  1861 
they  had  a  value  of  £3,500  sterling.  The  only  other  sets  in 
the  country,  so  far  as  I  know,  are  at  Washington,  in  the  Peabody 
Institute  at  Baltimore,  at  Philadelphia,  in  tlie  Astor  Library, 
and  in  the  State  Library  at  Albany.  At  the  latter  place  tliey  are 
kept  in  boxes  in  the  loose  condition  in  which  they  are  received. 
The  sets  are  bound,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  commissioners,  I  believe,  in  the  other  cases.  The  centralicy 
of  the  set  in  New  York  City  gives  them  a  larger  use  than  ours, 
since  last  year  1,072  persons  had  access  to  the  alcove  which  con- 
tains them,  in  the  Astor  Library. 

We  keep  a  duplicate  set  of  the  American  Patent  Reports  in 
a  convenient  position  for  ready  access ;  and  the  increase  in  the 
use  of  those  of  the  French  Government  has  been  so  consider- 
able that  our  set  has  been  transferred  to  shelves  better  adapted 
to  accommodate  inquirers.  Of  the  use  in  both  these  sets,  we  keep 
no  record. 

2.     USE  OF  THE  LOWER  HALL. 

Our  enumeration  of  the  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the 
Lower  Hall  the  past  year  is  made  from  a  count  each  morning 
of  the  slips  of  the  previous  day,  which  show  all  books  issued  for 
reading,  those  issued  for  reference  not  being  reckoned.  The 
footing  for  the  year  is  175,772,  which  is  probably  larger  than 
ever  before  [see  Appendix  X].  Record  is  also  kept  of  the 
cancelled  slips,  showing  the  books  returned  during  the  year,  and 
these  amount  to  173,431,  showing  that  2,341  volumes  were  in 
5* 
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circulation  at  the  year's  end,  July  31st  [see  Appendis  XI]. 
No  books  were  kept  from  circulation  during  the  examination  of 
the  Library ;  but  in  revising  the  card-catalogue  of  the  alcoves  for 
poetry,  drama  and  collections,  it  was  necessary  at  times  to 
withhold  from  use  a  small  portion  of  the  books  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

3.    USE  OF  BATES  HALL. 

The  same  method  of  counting  each  day's  work  as  in  the 
Lower  Hall  gives  us  the  result  of  the  Bates  Hall  use  of  books, 
which  is  nearly  43,000,  or  almost  a  quarter  more  than  last  year 
(which  was  31  per  cent,  more  than  the  year  previous),  and 
it  is  nearly  150  per  cent,  more  than  when  it  was  first  opened, 
seven  years  ago. 

Two  years  ago  the  home  issues  were  for  the  first  time  in 
€xcess  of  those  used  in  the  hall,  and  have  continued  so  ever 
since,  the  past  year  54  per  cent,  being  books  taken  home,  while 
during  the  first  year  the  hall  was  open  such  loans  consti- 
tuted only  42  per  cent,  of  the  entire  use  of  its  books. 

The  use  of  this  hall  will  naturally  lead  to  comparisons  with 
the  statements  of  the  appendices  regarding  the  frequency  of  vis- 
itors and  the  extent  they  use  the  books  in  other  libraries  of  this 
country  and  of  Europe.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  of  another 
library  in  the  world  which  puts  over  a  hundred  thousand  vol- 
umes, of  the  average  high  character  of  this  hall,  at  the  disposal 
for  use  at  home,  of  the  general  public  of  any  city,  with  so  little 
interposition  of  formality  and  restraint.  Of  the  124,000  vol- 
umes now  in  this  distinct  collection,  there  are  perhaps  8,000 
which  cannot  be  taken  from  the  building,  because  such  a  restric- 
tion was  a  condition  of  their  gift ;  and  this  number  includes  the 
British  Patent  Specifications,  and  the  Bowditch  and  Prince 
Libraries.  Of  the  rest,  there  are  of  course  many  thousands  loaned 
only  for  a  sufficient  reason,  and  this  restriction  is  on  account  of 
their  value  or  scarcity,  or  greater  fitness  for  hall  use.     But,  for 
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all  this,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  collection  is  delivered 
on  a  simple  application,  for  home  use,  to  any  who  have  regis- 
tered their  names;  and  for  hall  use  to  any  who  may  ask. 
I  believe  no  one  has  been  refused  a  presentable  book  in  the  hall 
during  the  year.  The  restricted  classes  of  books  can  always,  if 
the  urgency  and  the  security  are  deemed  sufficient,  be  likewise 
availed  of  on  a  statement  of  reasons. 

This  freedom  must  be  remembered  both  for  and  against  us  in 
making  the  comparisons,  afforded  by  the  tables  of  statistics  of 
other  libraries  given  in  the  appendix;  and  it  must  of  course  be 
borne  in  mind  regarding  those  libraries  which  are  purely  refer- 
ence collections  that  a  volume  issued  for  home  use  counts  but 
one,  while  the  same  use  in  non-lending  libraries,  extending 
over  repeated  visits,  would  count  one  for  each.  The  Astor 
Library  in  its  composition  is  probably  of  all  our  libraries  nearest 
the  counterpart  of  our  Bates  Hall,  excepting  that,  in  the  liter- 
ature of  the  last  six  or  eight  years,  we  are  much  stronger,  though 
the  collection  is  somewhat  larger  as  a  whole  than  this  portion  of 
our  own.  Its  attractiveness,  then,  as  a  reference  library  is  much 
the  same  as  ours ;  and  its  constituency  in  a  city  like  New  York 
should  be  much  larger.  Its  issue  of  74,655  volumes  to  28,154* 
persons  in  1868,  though  much  in  excess  of  our  count  for  this  hall, 
does  not,  it  seems  likely,  indicate  a  proportionately  larger  use. 

The  City  Library  of  Hamburg,  with  its  300,000  volumes,  is 
the  most  actively  administered  of  all  the  German  libraries,  and 
yet  its  issues  for  home  use  are  hardly  5,000  a  year;  and  other 
comparisons  may,  with  some  interest,  be  drawn  from  the 
Appendixes. 

Of  the  Italian  libraries,  Mr.  Edwards  cites  that  of  Genoa 
(40,000  volumes)  as  having  over  50,000  readers  a  year,  this  ex- 

*  Beside  these  hall  readers  in  1868,  at  the  Astor,  there  were  4,145  ad- 
missions to  alcoves,  of  which  1,072  were  to  the  English  Patents ;  610  to  the 
theological  department;  461  to  the  fine  arts  department,  etc. 
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tent  being  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  open  more  hours  a 
week  (90  hours)  than  any  other;  that  of  Bologna  (103,000 
volumes),  14,500  readers  j  and  that  of  Ravenna  (36,000  volumes), 
451  readers. 

i.    BATES  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS  AND  BEADING. 

I  refer  to  Appendix  VII  for  the  first  complete  statement  that 
has  been  made  of  the  proportions  of  the  various  classifications 
of  the  entire  collection  in  the  Bates  Hall,  exclusive  of  the  sale 
and  Parker  duplicates.  The  table  will  be  seen  to  represent  this 
hall  as  strongest  in  the  department  of  theology  and  ecclesiastical 
history,  its  13,652  volumes,  being  eleven  and  eight-tenths  per  cent. 
of  the  whole.  Next  come  the  alcoves  given  to  America,  North 
and  South,  its  geography  and  history,  travels  within  and  voyages 
about  it,  lives  of  its  celebrated  men,  the  official  publications  of 
its  governments,  general  and  local,  and  its  polite  literature  as 
well  as  the  collected  works  of  its  authors.  A  similar  scope  is 
given  to  the  classification  under  the  head  of  England,  which, 
embracing  a  fine  set  of  the  parliamentary  papers,  and  the  patent 
specifications,  comes  next,  and  is  nearly  of  equal  magnitude  to 
that  of  America.  The  class  of  periodicals  and  transactions  is 
not  much  smaller.  The  three  last  departments,  when  confined 
to  the  general  collection,  show  a  greater  number  of  volumes  in 
each  than  that  headed  by  theology,  the  strength  of  the  Parker 
and  Prince  Libraries  in  this  direction  carrying  that  department 
foremost  in  the  aggregate.  In  the  additions  for  the  year,  the 
books  under  the  head  of  America  have  been  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  whole,  and  nearly  double  that  in  the  largest  of  the  other  de- 
partments. 

The  system  of  our  classifications  is  so  different  from  other 
libraries  that  it  is  not  easy  to  make  comparisons  of  the  relative 
strength  in  any  department.  Our  ethnical  divisions  include 
classes  like  novels,  travels,  voyages,  biographies,  etc.,  which  are 
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usually  classed  by  themselves,  independently  of  national  lines,  in 
the  same  way  as  medical  science,  law  and  other  sciences,  as  well 
as  arts,  form  separate  departments  with  us.  Our  division  under 
the  head  of  countries  keeps  these  subordinate  divisions  still 
distinct,  but  our  printed  returns  of  use  have  always  followed  the 
general  and  not  subordinate  heads,  so  that  Mr.  Edwards  in  his 
recent  book  is  in  error  when  he  states  that  our  "  internal 
arrangements  admit,  as  yet,  of  a  very  partial,  and  not  a  com- 
plete or  even  nearly  complete  classiiication  of  the  books  which 
are  used." 

It  will  be  seen  by  Appendix  XIV  that  the  character  of  the 
reading  from  this  hall  preserves  almost  identically  the  character 
in  division  among  classifications  which  it  had  last  year.  It 
would  be  curious  to  compare  the  demand  upon  various  classes 
of  books,  as  shown  in  our  experience,  and  that  of  the  Astor 
Library,  if  our  departmental  divisions  were  the  same;  but  only 
in  medicine  and  natural  history  does  it  seem  possible  to  make 
an  approximate  comparison.  And  while  with  us  medical  science 
embraces  8  per  cent,  of  the  books  used,  at  the  Astor  Library  it 
is  only  4  per  cent. ;  but  in  natural  science,  we  both  seem  to 
show  a  circulation  equal  to  3  per  cent,  of  the  whole  use. 


5.     LOWER  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS  AND  READING. 

Out  of  2,469  volumes  added  to  this  hall  daring  the  year,  it 
would  seem  that  three-quarters  were  either  English  fiction, 
prose  or  verse,  narrative  or  dramatic,  and  those  classes  have 
embraced  four-fifths  of  the  reading,  the  tendency  in  this  seeming 
to  be  to  an  increased  proportion  of  fiction,  which  must  inevitably 
follow  upon  freer  purchases  of  duplicates  of  such  books.  Prob- 
ably about  one-half  of  the  volumes  in  this  hall  are  in  these 
classes.  English  prose  fiction  of  itself  must  fill  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  occupied  shelves ;  while  the  use  of  such  books  is 
something  more  than  three-quarters  of  the  whole  use. 
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It  "would  follo'w,  then,  that  the  various  departments  of  knowl- 
edge, as  distinct  from  those  of  amusement  or  intellectual  incite- 
ment, are  drawn  upon  in  only  one  case  out  of  every  five,  in 
which  this  lower  library  is  used  [see  Appendixes  YIII  and  XV]. 

I  dwelt  upon  this  large  percentage  of  tlie  use  of  fiction  in 
my  last  Report,  and  of  the  conclusions  then  reached,  I  refer  for 
confirmation  to  the  full  returns  from  other  libraries,  as  given  in 
the  Appendixes,  the  result  of  which  may  be  concisely  stated  as 
follows :  the  proportion  of  the  use  of  fiction  in  any  popular 
collection  will  increase  in  direct  relation  to  the  extent  with 
which  it  is  provided,  so  that  one-third  to  one-half  the  yearly 
increase  being  such,  the  use  will  be  two  thirds  to  three-quarters ; 
and  a  constantly  growing  proportion  of  the  increase  being  such 
will  in  inverse  ratio  reduce  all  other  classes  of  reading  until 
they  reach  the  infinitesimal  degree.  The  question  of  the  use  or 
abuse  of  fiction  is  not  to  be  dismissed  summarily  in  either  direc- 
tion; and  with  the  conclusions  of  the  Examining  Committee  I 
fully  agree. 

6.     CLASSES   OF   USEES. 

I  gave  last  year  some  results  from  a  partial  examination  of 
the  record  of  applicants  as  to  the  classes  and  occupations  of 
people  using  the  Library,  an  inquiry  very  necessary  to  the  full 
understanding  of  the  work  we  are  doing.  In  Appendix  XIX 
will  be  found  in  tabular  form  the  classifications  of  over  11,000 
users,  being  the  applicants  of  last  year,  the  first  under  the  new 
registration.  It  will  be  seen  that  women,  grown  or  growing, 
constitute  46  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  though  among  this  num- 
ber there  are  doubtless  some  who,  as  mothers,  had  become  re- 
sponsible for  cards  to  be  used  by  children  under  sixteen. 

Our  classifications  do  not  run  sufficiently  parallel  with  those 
of  the  users  of  the  English  free  libraries,  the  only  ones  pub- 
lishing similar  tables,  to  enable  us  to  make  any  satisfactory 
comparisons;  but   while  at  Manchester  the  feminine  names  on 
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their  enrolment  list  seem  to  make  but  11  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
with  us,  as  has  been  before  stated,  it  is  46  per  cent.  In  the 
reference  library  at  Manchester,  the  female  users  seem  to  be  less 
than  1  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  At  the  Blackburn  Library,  they 
are  reckoned  at  16  per  cent.  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
what  may  be  called  the  educated  classes  form  10  per  cent,  of 
our  users,  including  women,  and  not  includinj?  any  of  the  37  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number,  male  and  female,  who  gave  no  occu- 
pation. This  educated  class  at  Manchester  forms  4  per  cent, 
of  their  total  number;  with  them  also  the  class  of  artisans, 
mechanics,  working-men  and  laborers  form  38  per  cent.,  and 
with  us  1 7  per  cent.  But  at  best,  these  comparisons  with  the  data 
at  hand  are  not  very  satisfactory ;  and  the  list  in  the  Appendix 
must  be  taken  as  indicative  of  our  own  experience  alone,  with- 
out comparing  it  with  that  of  others. 

An  examination  of  the  tables  in  the  Appendix  will  show  con- 
clusively that  the  frequenters  of  general  and  popular  collec- 
tions are  most  largely  of  the  younger  and  even  youthful  years. 
Every  decade  of  life  seems  to  decrease  the  frequency  of  readers 
resorting  to  libraries,  in  larger  ratio,  probably,  than  the  dimin- 
ishing numbers  of  each  successive  decade. 

7.    PERIODICAL  READING  ROOM. 

The  table  in  Appendix  XVI  shows  a  gratifying  increase  of 
use  in  this  department  of  the  Library.  The  number  of  period- 
icals kept  ill  the  room  is  now  nearly  300,  those  of  a  scientific  and 
professional  character  being  much  the  largest  class ;  and  nearly 
one-third  of  the  whole  number  being  in  foreign  tongues. 

The  number  of  readers  for  the  year  (91,674)  is  65  per  cent, 
more  than  two  years  ago;  and  nearly  20  per  cent,  more  than 
last  year. 

There  were  times  in  September  last  when  every  available 
seat  was  occupied,  which  is,  I  suspect,  an  augury  of  still  greater 
use  during  the  coming  winter. 
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8.    LOSSES  AND  DELINQUENTS. 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  year's  record,  as  given  in  Appendix 
XVII,  shows  a  still  diminishing  loss  from  the  unfaithfulness  of 
borrowers.  Of  the  200,000  volumes  taken  from  the  building, 
all  but  twenty  were  returned,  or  one  in  every  ten  thousand. 
Over  13,000  were  kept  by  borrowers  over  the  prescribed  fort- 
night;  but  all  but  511  of  these  brought  their  books  back  on 
notice  being  given  them  through  the  mail,  and  from  these  511, 
our  messengers  recovered  491,  leaving  the  twenty  before-men- 
tioned as  unrecoverable.  I  do  not  think  any  library  in  the 
world,  running  our  hazards,  can  show  anything  like  so  good  a 
record. 

Our  persistent  efforts  to  recover  a  missing  book,  irrespective 
of  its  pecuniary  value,  and  simply  because  it  is  the  property  of 
the  city  in  our  keeping,  has  I  think  taught  our  frequenters  to  share 
in  this  proper  respect  for  our  trusts.  What  is  greatly  regarded 
by  the  guardians  of  the  property  will  necessarily  secure  respect 
from  others;  and  this  I  believe  to  be  the  true  philosophy  of 
library  protection,  rather  than  striking  a  balance  between  prop- 
erty saved  in  a  money  sense  and  the  cost  of  saving  it,  which 
always  leads  to  mutual  demoralization,  as  failing  to  be  a  right 
deed  .for  its  own  sake.  I  have  gladly  received  confirmation  of 
this  principle  from  Sir  Redmond  Barry,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  of  Melbourne,  in  a  letter  touching  this  point  of 
bibliothecal  policy.  "  It  has  been  proved  by  experience  in  our 
library  that  the  books  most  handsomely  bound  have  lasted  and 
are  still  in  good  condition ;  while  others  in  common  cheap  covers, 
subject  to  a  similar  amount  of  handling,  have  been  repaired  and 
three  times  rebound.  The  readers  have  more  interest  in,  pay 
more  respect  to,  and  take  more  care  of  a  volume  somewhat  hand- 
somely bound  than  of  a  book  in  a  shabby  cover.  Such  a  feel- 
ing communicates  itself  to  others,  and  generates  a  tone  of  re- 
spectful behaviour,  which  marks  in  a  conspicuous  manner  those 
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who  habitually  resort  to  the  Library."  With  good  judgment, 
as  I  think,  they  have  applied  at  Melbourne  the  same  principle 
to  their  furniture,  and  with  equally  good  results.  "  Although 
supposed  at  first  to  be  of  too  expensive  a  kind,"  says  the 
same  communication,  ''  it  is  now  admitted  that  this  descrip- 
tion of  furniture  has,  in  conjunction  with  other  things,  produced 
a  perceptible  effect  in  the  general  conduct  of  the  visitors. 
The  furniture  in  constant  use  for  eleven  years  is  in  perfectly 
good  order,  without  a  scratch  or  stain." 

I  think  in  our  Lower  Hall  delivery  room,  we  have  much  to 
contend  with  in  its  dismal  light  and  hard  benches,  which  do 
not  inspire  the  people  who  come  to  it  with  the  same  respect 
that  a  cheerfuller  and  more  sightly  apartment  might,  and  that  our 
books  suffer  the  more  for  it.  They  reckon  at  Melbourne  that  a 
hundred  thousand  visitors  (they  do  not  lend  their  books)  will 
cause  on  the  average  about  a  pound  sterling  dimage,  or  that 
six  hundred  thousand  in  six  years  have  caused  loss  to  a  less 
amount  than  seven  pounds  sterling.  I  wish  we  could  show  as 
good  a  report,  although  as  a  circulating  library  it  might  not  be 
possible.  We  do  what  we  can  to  keep  our  Lower  Hall  books 
presentable  with  fresh  covers  of  paper,  24,000  of  these  having 
been  put  on  during  the  year.  Paper  dealers  sometimes  ask  m^ 
to  adopt  their  stouter  paper,  as  having  better  wear.  They  do 
not  know  that  the  paper  we  use  will  hold  together  as  long  as  it 
will  keep  clean,  and  we  do  not  wish  it  to  last  longer. 

The  number  of  volumes  condemned  for  this  year  (261)  is  very 
nearly  the  same  as  for  the  last,  and  will  not  be  found  excessive  in 
view  of  the  wear  and  tear  which  the  books  of  the  Lower  Hall 
(for  it  is  almost  wholly  there)  receive.  The  last  report  of  the 
Cincinnati  Library  says  that  their  loss  in  this  way  is  "  astonish- 
ingly small  for  some  reason  " ;  which  reason,  however,  would 
seem  clear  enough  in  the  fact  that  two-thirds  of  their  readers 
are  over  age,  owing  to  a  rule  that  requires  a  minor  to  bring  a  re- 
quest from  his  parent  before  a  volume  of  fiction  will  be  delivered 
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to  him !  It  does  seem  rather  strange  that  a  man  of  twenty 
should  have  to  bring  his  father's  permit  before  he  is  allowed 
to  read  a  volume  of  Ivanhoe  ! 

The  guaranty  of  presumably  responsible  citizens  does  not 
wholly  protect  the  English  libraries.  Out  of  a  circulation  last 
year  at  the  Birmingham  Central  Branch  of  176,000,  fifteen  books 
were  lost  by  default  of  both  borrowers  and  guarantors. 

Y.  CATALOGUES. 

Press  of  work  on  the  minor  catalogues  of  the  Library  has  not 
rendered  it  possible  to  begin  the  printing  of  the  third  volume 
of  the  Bates  Hall  catalogue,  as  I  had  hoped  for ;  and  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether,  with  increasing  demands  upon  the  cataloguing  de- 
partment, much  progress  can  be  made  during  the  coming  year. 
When  completed,  it  will  contain  a  large  part  of  the  pamphlet 
collection  which  we  have  been  binding ;  and  in  the  cataloguing 
of  these,  some  departure  has  been  made  from  previous  custom, 
for  the  purpose  of  condensation,  and  to  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  swelling  the  volume  with  titles  which  will  have  few 
searchers  for  them,  however  valuable  to  the  collection.  Instead 
of  treating  each  pamphlet  of  a  bound  volume  separately,  as  if 
it  were  a  book  by  itself,  the  volume  has  been  treated  as  a  whole, 
the  entry  being  made  under  the  author  or  subject  —  just  as  one 
or  the  other  was  the  bond  of  union  between  the  pamphlets  — 
with  full  cross-references  from  a  table  of  contents.  The  gain 
in  compactness  —  more  and  more  necessary  as  our  library 
increases  —  was  thought  to  warrant  a  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples so  well  laid  down  by  my  predecessor  in  his  manual  on 
catalogue  work.  Our  system,  in  its  general  features,  and  in  the 
mechanical  execution  of  our  printed  volumes,  has  seemed  to 
commend  itself  to  other  libraries,  and  has  been  adopted  during 
the  year  by  the  mercantile  libraries  of  Boston  and  Philadelphia ; 
is  deemed  worthy  of  following  at  the  library  of  the  Board  of 
"Trade,  Whitehall,  London ;  and  the  conservator  of  the  printed 
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works  at  the  library  of  the  University  of  Leyden  writes  me  of  his 
intention  to  make  it  a  model  in  printing  a  new  catalogue  of  that 
library. 

The  written  catalogue  of  the  Prince  Library,  with  an  analy- 
tical synopsis  of  the  valuable  manuscripts  which  it  contains, 
and  which  forms  a  separate  section  of  the  work,  was  completed 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Great  care  has  been  bestowed 
upon  the  correcting  of  the  press,  and  with  the  manifold  other 
duties  in  this  direction  of  the  catalogue  department  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  complete  the  work  earlier.  It  is  hoped  that  its 
accuracy  and  its  scope  will  be  found  all  that  is  desirable. 

The  new  catalogue,  by  divisions,  of  the  Lower  Hall,  is  not  yet 
completed.  The  List  for  the  books  it  contains  in  biography  and 
travel  was  issued  late  last  year.  Upon  the  remaining  one,  which 
covers  poetry,  the  drama,  and  series  of  books  issued  collectively, 
like  Bohn's  "  Libraries,"  a  good  deal  of  labor  has  already  been 
bestowed,  as  a  more  minute  system  of  cross-references  was 
thought  desirable.  It  is  hoped  the  printing  of  it  will  be 
completed  at  an  early  day.  A  new  edition  of  that  for  English 
prose  fiction,  including  juvenile  fiction  and  translations,  has  been 
issued ;  and  it  will  be  necessary  during  the  coming  year  to 
reprint  those  for  history  and  the  sciences.  The  early  issues  of 
all  these  were  simply  Finding  Lists  for  certain  alcoves ;  and  as  the 
classifications  had  not  been  minutely  observed,  they  did  not  fully 
serve  the  purposes  of  Class  Lists.  The  issues  of  the  past  year 
and  future  one  will  have  strictly  the  character  of  Class  Lists.  A 
variety  of  type  has  been  introduced  for  the  advantages  it 
offers  in  ease  of  reference. 

The  printed  Bulletins  have  been  continued  with  satisfactory 
results,  commensurate  with  the  labor  bestowed  upon  them ;  and 
in  relation  to  them,  Mr.  Edwards  says,  that  "Boston  has  set  a 
good  example  to  libraries  of  every  kind."  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  other  library  in  the  world  gives  so  frequent  and  soliberal 
an  account  in  print   of  what  is  made  currently  accessible  to 
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readers.  Our  example  has  been  followed  during  the  year  by 
the  Boston  Athengeum  and  the  Essex  Institute,  and  they  are 
contemplating  a  similar  publication  at  Worcester  and  at  Cin- 
cinnati. 

It  is  the  custom  with  most  libraries  of  any  magnitude  to  issue 
these  records  of  accessions  but  once  a  year ;  the  most  important 
of  the  kind  in  this  country  is  that  of  the  excellent  yearly  vol- 
ume of  the  Library  of  Congress.  We  have  been  favored  also 
with  the  successive  sheets  of  the  complete  subject-matter  cata- 
logue of  the  same  Library,  which  is  the  most  important  printed 
contribution  to  bibliographical  knowledge  now  in  progress  in  this 
country. 

Among  the  chief  libraries  of  Europe,  it  is  often  the  habit  to 
print  simply  a  yearly  catalogue  of  accessions  by  gift.  They 
have  at  Bremen  a  system  of  making  yearly  announcements  of 
additions  which  has  some  points  of  commendation  as  fitted  to 
the  joint  efforts  of  a  group  of  libraries.  That  city  possesses 
twenty  or  more  libraries,  the  chief  among  them  being  the  Siadt- 
bibliothek,  presided  over  by  J.  G.  Kohl,  the  well-known  traveller 
and  writer  upon  the  early  geographical  knowledge  of  our  own 
American  coast.  These  libraries  confine  themselves  in  some 
degree  to  their  own  specialties,  thus  saving  the  duplicating  of 
important  works  among  them.  Their  annual  catalogue  is  a 
joint  one,  containing  first,  a  separate  list  for  each  libi-ary,  and 
then  a  complete  collection  of  the  titles  in  one  alphabet,  with 
references  against  each  to  the  particular  library  or  libraries  con- 
taining the  work. 

We  have  been  making  greater  efforts  than  ever  before  in  as- 
certaining the  writers  of  anonj^mous  and  pseudonymous  works. 
The  Assistant  Superintendent  has  sent  upwards  of  300  circu- 
lars during  the  year  in  quest  of  this  information,  and  answers 
have  been  received  from  over  200,  the  responses  covering  in 
many  cases  several  titles,  and  often  leading  to  the  identification 
of  others.     It  is  thought  our  new  Class  List  of  fiction  for  the 
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Lower  Hall  contains  more  information  of  this  kind  than  can  be 
elsewhere  found. 

The  Daily  Manuscript  Bulletins  have  been  kept  up.  Every- 
thing is  inserted  except  duplicates  in  that  for  the  Lower  Hall; 
but  in  that  for  the  Bates  Hall,  only  such  American  books  as 
have  been  published  within  a  year,  and  foreign  books  of  not  over 
three  years  standing.  That  for  the  Bates  Hall  shows  1,616 
entries;  and  for  the  Lower  Hall,  1,002. 

The  Peabody  Institute  at  Peabody  has  been  added  to  the  list 
of  libraries,  which  have  thought  it  desirable  to  follow  our  lead 
in  the  introduction  of  an  Indicator.  This  instrument  has  been 
verified  three  times  during  the  year,  and  with  satisfactory 
results. 

VL    FINANCE. 

The  amount  of  the  Townsend  Fund,  which  had  been  loaned 
on  a  mortgage,  has  been  reinvested  in  six  per  cent,  currency 
bonds  of  the  city. 

The  statement  of  our  expenditures,  given  in  Appendix  XVIII, 
covers  our  library  year,  and  not  that  of  the  city's  financial  year ; 
a  correspondence,  however,  which  will  be  possible  hereafter, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  new  Ordinance. 

The  amount  for  binding  includes  the  cost  of  some  fixtures 
and  tools  incident  to  the  new  arrangement  of  our  bindery, 
and  the  wages  of  our  workmen  in  that  department,  who  do 
not  a  little  other  work  than  what  properly  belongs  to  the  cost 
of  the  books.  Our  increased  periodical  list  shows  an  additional 
amount  expended  in  that  department  over  last  year.  Our  total 
under  these  three  heads  is  nearly  $20,000,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered the  expenditure  for  the  increase  of  the  collection.  This 
is  nearly  37  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  for  the  year;  and  by 
a  computation  I  find  the  total  outlay  under  these  three  heads,  since 
the  Library  began,  and  not  including  the  second  $50,000  given 
by  Mr.  Bates,  bears  just  that  same  ratio  to  the  aggregate  cost 
6* 
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of  increasing  and  maintaining  the  Library  for  the  same  period. 
The  pay-roll  for  the  year  has  been  nearly  41  per  cent,  of  the 
■whole  expenditure,  and  that  corresponds  precisely  with  the 
average  for  sixteen  years.  The  average  for  the  same  period 
for  catalogue  and  miscellaneous  printing  is  8  per  cent,  and  for 
this  year  it  is  about  7  per  cent. 

Our  salary  total  is  large,  but  the  Library,  I  think,  has  never 
had  all  the  force  it  could  use  to  advantage.  The  work  to  be 
performed  is  extensive,  and  the  variety  of  detail  laborious. 
We  do  a  great  deal  more  under  our  system,  both  in  ramifica- 
tion and  precision  of  detail,  than  is  usually  done  in  libraries. 
The  gain  is  a  precise  understanding  of  our  position  and  work, 
"with  experience  rendered  serviceable  and  suggestive ;  yet  I  do 
not  know  that  the  proportion  that  the  sum  of  salaries  bears  to  the 
whole  expenditure  is  excessive.  The  aggregate  sum  spent  by 
municipalities  in  France  in  1854  on  free  libraries  was  408,000 
francs,  and  of  this  223,000  francs,  or  over  54  per  cent,  was  on 
the  item  of  salaries.  At  the  New  York  Mercantile  Library, 
where  they  maintain  as  little  administrative  detail  as  possible, 
the  salaries  last  year  were  nearly  33  per  cent,  of  their  aggregate 
expenditures ;  at  the  Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library  it  was  24 
per  cent.,  while  almost  precisely  the  same  amount  was  spent  for 
books.  Our  own  salary  bill  has  been  considerably  increased 
within  the  last  two  years  by  our  efforts  to  work  off  much  of  the 
arrearages  in  labor  which  had  accumulated  on  account  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  force  to  master  them  in  the  past. 

The  liberality  of  the  City  Council  has  put  our  Library  on  its 
present  strong  basis,  and  we  have  the  power  of  maintaining  it  in  a 
position  for  efficient  growth  secondary  only  to  such  institutions 
as  have  national  resources  behind  them.  Congress  has  wisely 
determined  that  the  library  of  the  nation  shall  grow  in  a 
degree  which  we  may  not  be  able  to  exceed.  The  Library  of 
the  British  Museum  has  contributions  from  Parliament  worthy 
of  the   first  library,  if  not  the  largest  in  the  world.     With  few 
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exceptions  it  has  spent  some  £10,000  annuallj  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years  on  books  alone.  Its  usual  allowance  for 
binding  is  £7,500,  which  is  sometimes  exceeded.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  departments  of  manuscripts,  maps  and  prints  are  pro- 
portionately maintained. 

The  noble  institution  at  Melbourne,  which  may  yet  be  in  some 
respects  an  exemplar  to  the  world  in  the  true  policy  of  free 
libraries,  has  spent  from  X2,000  to  X5,000  yearly  for  books. 

VII.     FINE    ARTS. 

This  department  has  received,  as  already  mentioned,  a  valua- 
ble collection  of  engravings,  as  a  gift  from  our  fellow-citizen, 
Mr.  Thomas  G-.  Appleton,  some  600  of  which  are  framed,  and 
will  necessarily  be  exposed  as  wall-pictures  hereafter.  A  bet- 
ter examination  of  the  more  than  9,000  other  prints  consti- 
tuting the  collection  than  has  yet  been  given  will  enable  us 
to  decide  what  shall  be  hereafter  their  destination,  whether  as 
volumes  on  our  library  shelves,  or  otherwise  in  connection  with 
the  objects  of  this  department. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Jonathan  French  two  plaster 
busts,  one  of  the  late  Dr.  Kane,  and  the  other  of  Washington 
Irving,  which  have  been  placed  on  brackets  in  the  Lower  Hall 
delivery  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 

Superintendent. 

Public  Library,  Nov.  1,  1869. 
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APPEISTDIX  I. 

EXTENT   AND   INCREASE   OF   THE   LIBRARY. 
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Note.  —  Prior  to  the  report  of  1861,  the  annual  statement  of  the  whole  number  of  volumes 
was  obtained  by  adding  the  accessions  of  the  year  to  the  previous  aggregates;  and  although 
the  numbers  in  both  Halls  have  been  since  obtained  ordinarily  by  adding  the  accessions  and 
subtracting  the  losses,  there  still  remain  several  sources  of  unavoidable  discrepancies,  such  as 
the  following:  Works  reported  at  first  as  containing  a  certain  number  of  volumes,  afterwards 
for  good  reasons  bound  in  a  different  number;  works  reported  as  duplicates,  subsequently 
exchanged  for  works  in  a  different  number  of  volumes;  pamphlets  bound  separately  and 
counted  as  books;  also  volumes  lost  or  worn  out,  but  for  some  reason  not  replaced,  which 
disappear  in  the  aggregates,  but  remain  as  originally  reported  among  the  accessions. 
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EXTENT   OF   THE   BATES   HALL   COLLECTION. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


The  General  Library ,  . 

Bowdltch  Library* 

Parker  Library* 

"       Duplicates  (not  for  sale)  .  .  . 

Prince  Library ■ 

Books  not  located  August  1 , 

Duplicates  and  odd  volumes  (for  sale) , 


Loss  since  1861  reported  last  year  . 


Reported  unaccounted  for  this  year 


Condemned  . 
Total 


87,658 
2,542 

11,721 
186 
1,952 
1,678 
5,146 


110,881 


110,782 


93,953 
2,542 

11,721 

185 

1,952 

1,327 

5,805 


117,486 
80 


*  See  Note  on  page  77. 

APPEJSTDIX  III. 

EXTENT  OF   THE   LOWER   HALL  COLLECTION. 


Reported  last  year , 
Added  this  year  . 


Total 

Books  transferred  to  Bates  Hall 
Condemned  during  the  year   .  . 


Total  left 


1868. 


25,199 
2,003 


27,202 
339 
257 

26,606 


101,428 

2,542 

11,721 

186 

1,952 

140 

6,106 

124,075 
80 


123,995 
19 


123,976 
2 


123,974 


1869. 


26,606 
2,469 


29,075 

93 

259 

28,723 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


73 


APPEJN^DIX  ly. 

INCREASE   OF   THE   LIBRARY. 


1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

Increase  of  the  Bates  Hall. 

6,297 
1,678 

7,475 

1,327 

4,619 

1,327 

659 

6  148 

140 

301 

6,605 

6  589 

21 

6  568 

Increase  of  the  Lower  Hall. 

2,003 
596 

352 

Net  gain  of  Lower  Hall 

1,407 

2,117 

6.568 
2,117 

Increase  of  Entire  Collection. 

Bates  Hall  gain 

Lower  Hall  gain 



Total  gain , 

8,685 

625 

1,455 

80 

789 

447 

Increase  from  New  Books. 

English  Books  with  British  imprint 

English  Books  with  American  imprint 

English  Books  with  Continental  imprint 

Foreign  Books 

635 

1,154 

104 

539 

97 

708 

1,445 

100 

673 

Duplicates  of  either  class,  when  not  included  in 
the  other  items 

Total 

2,529 

2,826 

3,396 
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APPENDIX  Y. 

SALE  DUPLICATES   AND   ODD   VOLUMES. 


1867. 

4,955 
714 

1868. 

1863. 

5,145 
1,004 

5,805 

847 

5,669 
523 

6,150 
345 

6,652 

546 

Total,  not  including  Parker  duplicates 

5,146 

5,805 

6,106 

There  are  also  of  pamphlets  some  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  duplicates,  arranged  in 
boxes,  and  ready  for  exchanges. 
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APPENDIX  YI. 


VOLUMES  LOCATED  IN  THE  BATES  HALL  DURING  18C8-9. 
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LOWER   HALL   CLASSIFICATIONS. 
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*This  clas8,embracing  sets  like  Bohn's  "Libraries,"  etc.,  includes  many  books,  of  course, 
which,  by  a  minute  classification,  would  have  been  divided  among  all  the  previous  heads  of 
this  table. 

Note.  —  The  column  of  "Condemned  books  replaced"  includes  books  condemned  in 
previous  years  as  well  as  in  the  current  year. 

Thii  column  "  Total  added"  shows  the  number  of  volumes,  as  put  upon  the  shelves, 
counting  as  one  those  bound  two  volumes  in  one,  etc. 
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APPEISHDIX    IX. 


LIST  OF   DONORS,    1868-9. 

Bates,  Joshua,  London,  interest  on  the  fund  of 

Bigelow,  Hon.  John  P.,  " 

Franklin  Ckib, 

Lawrence,  Hon.  Abbott,  " 

Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan,  " 

Townseud,  Mary  P.,  " 


$50,000 

1,000 

1,000 

10,000 

30,000 

4,000 

$96,000 


The  interest  of  these  donations,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 
the  Townsend  Fund  (which  yields  6  per  cent.),  has  been  paid  in 
gold,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum. 


DONATIONS   AUG.    1,    1868,   TO   JULY  31,    1869. 


Donors,,  . 

Volumes, 

Pamphlets, 


649 

2,138 

10,984 


Vols. 


rph. 


Abbott,  Gorliam  D.,  LL.  D.,  Ne.vj  York  City, 
Advocate  of  Peace,  Boston,  Publishers, 
Albany  Institute,  Principal,     .... 
Albrecht,  H.  F.,  Philaddpliia,  .         .      _  . 

Allen,  Joseph  H., 

Allen,  Thaddeus, 

Alton.     Horticultural  Society, 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 

American  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 

American  Christian  Commission,  New  York  City, 

American  Church  Missionary  Society,    . 

American  Colonization  Society,  Washington,  D.  C, 

American  Freedman,  A^eio  York  City, 

American  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 

American  Institute,  Neiv  York  City, 

American  Social  Science  Association,    . 

American  Sunday  School  Union,  Philadelphia, 

American  Tract  Society,  Boston,     . 


31 

10 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

6 

2 

1 
30 
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Americau  Union  Commission,  New   York  City,    25  broad 

sides,  etc., 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston 

Amherst  College,      .... 

Andover.    Theological  Seminary,    . 

Andrews,  Gen.  S.,     . 

Ann  Arbor.     University  of  Michigan, 

Anonymous,      ... 

Atlantic  Works,  Boston, 

Axon,  \V.  E.  A.,  London, 

Ayer,  James  C,M.  D.,  Lowell, 


Asyl 


Bache,  Richard  M.,  Philadelphia,   . 

Badger,  Milton,  D.  D.,  New  York  City, 

Baker,  Charles  R.,   . 

Baker,  Nathaniel  B.,  Adjutant- General  of  Iowa, 

Balfour,  David  M.,    . 

Baltimore.     Peabody  Institute, 

Bancroft,  J.  P.,  Superintendent  of  the  N.  H. 

Lisane,  ..... 
Barber,  George  W.,  Andover, 
Barclay,  James  J.,  Philadelphia, 
Barnard,  Hon.  Henry,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Barnard,  James  M., 
Barrows,  Horace  G.,  il/.  Z>., 
Bell,  Prof.  Theodore  S..  Louisville,  Ky., 
Bellows,  Henry  \V.,  D.  D.,  Neio  York  City, 
Barllett,  W.  0.,  Washinfjton,  D.  C, 
Berlin.    Die  Konigliche  Bibliothek.     Rules,  blanks 

Thierschutz-Verein,  broadside, 

Beverly.     Public  Library, 
Bigelow,  George  F.,  M.  D.,     . 


um  for  th 


Bigelow%  Jacob.  M.  D.,     ....". 
Birmingham,  Eng.    Free  Libraries'  Committee, 

J-ree  Public  Library,  1  broadside, 

Black1)urn,  Eng.    Free  Public  Library,  1  broadsid 

Blackmore,  J.  T., 

Blanchard,  William  F.,  Cumberland  Centre,  Me 

Bogart,  William  H.,  Albany,  N.  Y., 

Boker,  George  H.,  Philadelphia, 

Bolles,  James  A.,  D.  D.,  .... 

Bolton,  £■»(/.   Public  Library,  8  circulars, 

Bond,  Edward  P., 

Bossou,  George  T., 

Boston.    City  of, 

■ School  Committee,        .... 

■ Association  for  the  Relief  of  Aged  Indigent  Females 

Asylum  and  Farm  School,    . 

Athenreum,    .... 

Church  Home  for  Orphan  and  Destitute  Children 

Congregational  Library,  7  newspapers, 

Discharged  Soldiers'  Home, 

Dispensary,  .... 

Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,   . 

Gas  Light  Co., 

General  Theological  Library, 


1,  etc., 


4 
54 


4 
37 


2 

31 

1 


1 

4 

17 

5 


3 
1 

26 

2 

140 

1 

3 

19 


24 


1 
1 

9 
2 
296 
1 
5 

1 

26 
2 
3 


1 

7 
7 
2 
1 
43 

11 

15 

1 

21 

2 

2 
3 
2 
1 

2 
1 
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Boston.      Home  for  Aged  Men, 

House  of  the  Good  Samaritan, 

Marine  Society,    . 

Mercantile  Library  Association 

Provident  Association, 

Sailor's  Snug  Harbor, 

Scot's  Cliaritable  Society,    . 

Social  Science  Association, 

S(?ciety  for  Medical  Observation 

Society  of  Natural  History, 

Theological  Seminary, 

Union  Maternal  Association, 

Washingtonian  Home, 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 

Boston  and  Albany  Raik'oad  Library, 
Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  81  numbers, 
Boston  Daily  Traveller,  76  numbers, 
Boston  Gazette,  22  numbers,  . 
Boston  Journal,  72  numbers,  . 

Boston  Post, 

Boston  Transcript,  127  numbers,    . 

Bowditch,  Henry  I.,,i)/.  Z).,     . 

Bowliug,  W.  K.,  M.  D.,  Nashville,  Tenn 

Bradford,  Charles  F.,  4  newspapers,  etc 

Bradlee,  Hev,.  Caleb  D.,    . 

Bradlee,  Nathaniel  J., 

Bradley,  William  H., 

Braman,  Jarvis  D., 

Breslau.    Schlesischer    Central    Verein 

Thiere 

Brevoort,  J.  Carson, 

Brewer,  Thomas  M.,  M.  D.,   . 

Bridgemau,  A.,  New  York  City, 

Brigham,  Hon.  William,  . 

Brigham,  William  T., 

Brighton.     Holton  Library,     . 

Brooktield,  Mass.     Merrick  Public  Library, 

Brooks,  Rev.  Charles,  Medford, 

Brooks,  Francis  A., . 

Brotherhead,  New  York  City, 

Brown,  Ammi,  M.  D., 

Brown,  Buckminster,  M.  D., 

Brown,  Francis  H.,  M.  D., 

Browne,  llufus  K.,  M.  D.,  New  Yor/i,  City, 

Brunswick,  Me.    Bowdoiu  College, 

Brussels.  IJigue  de  I'enseignemeat, 

Buckingham,  Charles  E.,  3l.  D., 

Buckley,  Joseph,      .... 

Bugbee,  James  M.,  .... 

Bullock,  Hon.  Alexander  H.,  Worcester, 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association, 

Burlington,  Vt.,  Town  Clerk, 

Burnham,  Gapt.  F.  A.,  Hanson, 

Burroughs,  Bev.  Henry,  Jr.,   . 

Cabot,  J.  Eliot,  Brookline,     . 
California.     Academy  of  Sciences, 


1 
31 


2 

10 

1 


m    Schutz 


der 


147 

11 
I 


7 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 

2 
390 
5 
1 
4 
1 
4 
1 


27 

118 

1 

3 

49 

14 


11 
6 
1 
1 

2 

2 

61 

1 
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Cambridge.    City  of, 

DanaLibrarv,       ....... 

Harvard  College, 

Astronomical  Observatory,         ....  3 

Porcellian  Club, 1 

Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology, 

Canada.    Library  of  Parliament, 

Canfield,  Bev.  C.  T., 

Canning,  E.  W.  B.,  Stoclchridge, 

Capen,  John,    ......... 

Carey,  H.  C,  Philadelphia, 

Carling,  John,  Ontano, 

Carlton  &  Potter,  New  York  City, 

Catlow,  Joseph  P.,  Edinburgh,         ..... 
Chadbourne,  P.  A.,  President  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 

Chandler,  H.  P 

Chapman,  A.  P., 

Charlestown.  City  of, 

Public  Library, 

Chase,  George  B., 

Chelsea.     City  of,  1  map, 

Chicago.    Board  of  Education, 

Historical  Society, 

Prairie  Farmer  Co., 

Reform  School, 

Chicopee.    Town  Library, 

Child,  A.  B., 1 

Christern,  F.  W.,  New  York  City, 13 

Cincinnati.     Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Observatory, 

Public  Library, 

Theological  and  Religious  Library  Association, 

Clark,  Henry  G.,  ilf.Z>., 

Clark,  Zieu.  SerenoD., 2 

Clark,  Br.  Uriah, 

Clark,  William  A., 1 

Clarke  James  F.,  D.  D.,  Jamaica  Plain,         .... 

Clarke,  Robert,  &  Co.,  Cincinnati, 25 

Clarke,  Samuel  C, 1 

Cleveland,  H.  W.  S.,  Chicago, 

Cleveland.     Board  of  trade, 

Codman,  J.  Amory, 1 

Coffin,  J.  H.  C,  Washington,  B.C., 1 

Colt,  J/rs.  Daniel  T., 

Colburn,  Jeremiah, 

Colcord,  Samuel  M., 3 

Commercial  Bulletin, 3 

Congregationalist  and  Recorder, 

Coolidge,  Geoi-ge, 2 

Cooper,  C.  W., 1 

Copenhagen.    KongeligeBibliothek, 3 

Cornell,  William  W.,M.B., 1 

Cotting,  Benjamin  E.,  Jf.  Z)., 1 

Crosskill,  H.,  Halifax,  N.  8.,  .        .        .        .        .        .        .  1 

Cupples,  J.  G., 1 

Curtis,  Mrs.  Charles  P., 13 

Curvven,  John,  M.  B., 1 


1 

23 
2 
4 


1 

24 

3 

1 


1 
3 
1 

39 
1 
3 
1 
4 
1 


15 
55 


71 

1 

13 

173 


3 
79 
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City, 


Dall,  Mrs.  C.  H.  A., 

Dalrymple,  E.  A.,    Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Maryland 

Historical  Society, 
Dalton,  John  C,  M.  D.,  New  York 
Dana,  Richard  H.,  Jr.,  LL.D., 
Dana,  WilUara  B.  &  Co., 
Danvers.    Peabody  Institute, 
Davis,  John,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  . 
Davies,  r.,        .... 
Davies,  S.,        .         .         .         . 
Davis,  L.  Clarke,  Philadelphia, 
Davison,  Miss  N.  E., 
Day,  Albert,  M  D.,  Binghamton,  N.  T. 
Deane,  Charles,  Cambridge, 
Deunie,  George, 

Dental  Register,  Cincinnati,  Publishers 
Derby,  E.  H.,    . 
Derby,  George,  M.  D.,     . 
Detroit.     Board  of  Education, 

Public  Librar}^     . 

Young  Men's  Society, 


Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D.,  Sheffield, 

De  Witt,  Robert  M.,  New  York  City,  1  broadside, 

Dighton,  Mass.    Social  Library, 

Dike,  Lyman,    . 

Dillavvay,  Charles  K., 

Dixwell,  John  J., 

Doll,  E.  Adams, 

Dorchester,  Tovpn  of. 

Dorr,  James  A., 

Douglass,  De  Forest,  Springfield, 

Dresden, 

Thierschutzverein, 

Drowne,  E.  T.,  Pitlsfleld, 
Dupee,  Beck,  &  Sayles,  . 
Dureu,  Elnathan  P.,  Bangor,  Me., 


Eastburn,  Bt.  Bev.  Manton,  D.  D., 
Eckloy,  Sophia  M., 
Edes,  Robert  T.,  M.  D.,   . 
Edinburgh.    Royal  Society, 
Edmands,  William  S., 
Egan.  Clara  C, 
Eissfeldt,  Ferdinand, 
Elberfeld.     Thierschutz  Verein, 
Eliot,  Samuel,  LL.  D.,      . 
Ellis,  John  H., 
Ellis,  Bev.  Rufus,      . 
Emerson,  George  B.,  LL.D., 
Estes,  E.  C,  New  York  City, 
Everett,  E.  A.,  Dorchester, 
Everett,  H.  S.  and  W.,     . 
Everett,  Percival  L., 
Everett,  William,     . 

Fall  River.     Public  Library, 
Fearing,  Hon.  Albert, 


110 


10 
1 


2S, 
1 


22 
1 


1 

16 

1 


1 
49 


I 
1 

1 
9 
2 

34 
2 
1 

1 
1 
3 
1 

563 


12 

1 
4 

5 
1 

92 

1 
6 

90 
23 
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FitchburiT.     Public  Library,     .... 

riint,  Charles  L., 

Florence.     Biblioteca  nazionale,  MSS.  and  blanks 

Societas  geograflca  italiana, 

Foley,  William  J., 

Foote,  Bev.  Henry  W., 

Forbes,  J.  M., 

Ford,  J.  B.  &  Co.,  New  York  City,  . 

Ford,  William  E., 

Foster,  C.  G.,  Burlington,        .... 

France.     La  commission  imperiale.     Exposition  uuiverselle 

de  18G7, 

Fraukfuit.     Verein  zum  Schutze  der  Tbiere, 
Frazar,  George  L.,  1  map,        .... 
French,  Jonathan.     3  maps,  37  Nos.  of  newspape 
Froth,  Samuel  L.,  Philadelphia, 
Frothiugham,  Edward, 


Gaffield,  Thomas, 

Garfield,  Hon.  James  A.,  .... 

Garrison,  Wendell  P.,  New  York  City,     . 
Gerry,  Klbridge  T.,  New  York  City, 

Giles,  Alfred  E., 

Godkiu  &  Co  ,  Neio  York  City, 
Good.-.peed.  Thomas  H.,  Athol, 
Gould,  Dr.  Benjamin  A.,  Cambridge, 
Grafton.     Public  Library,         .... 
Gray,  John  P.,  31.  D.,  New  York  City,    . 
Gray,  Joseph  H.,  i>/.  Z).,  Chicago,     . 
Great  Britain.     Commissioners  of  Patents,  . 

Koyal  Observatory,  Greenwich, 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  Comptroller  of  Central  Park, 
City,       ........ 

Green,  Joshua,  M.  D.,  Groton,  2  broadsides, 
Green,  Samuel  A.,  31.  D.,         .... 

Greene,  Col.  William  B.,  .... 

Greenough,  William  W.,  1  broadside,     . 
Griffin,  Bev.  N.  H.,  Williamstoion,  ... 
Griscom,  John  H..  31.  D.,  New  Yoi'k  City, 
Groton.     Public  Libi'ary,         .... 


Hale,  Rev.  Edward  E.,     . 

Hall,  Thomas  B., 

Halliwell,  James  0.,  Z<i?z(^on, . 

Hamburg,  Germany.    Commerz-Bibliothek, 

Stadt-Bibliothek, 

Thierschutz- Verein, 


Hanover,  Germany.     Thierschutz- Verein, 

Hanson,  Charles  M., 

Harper  &  Brothers.  New  York  City, 
Hartford.     Young  Men's  Institute, 
Harvard.     Public  Library,       .... 
Haskiiis,  Rev.  George  F.,  .... 

Haven,  E.  O.,  D.  D..  President  of  the  University  of 
Haven,  Samuel  F.,  Worcester,  ... 

Hayes,  Albert  H.,  il/.i>.,  .... 

Heiuzen,  Karl,  Boston,    .         .         .         .         • 


Neio 


York 


Michigan 


1 

1 
1 
1 

3 

13 

70 
1 


95 
1 

3 

21 
2 
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Herald  of  Health,  New  York  City,  Publishers, 

Hill,  Hamilton  A.,    . 

Hinsdale.     Public  Library, 

Hitchcock,  F.  B.,     . 

Hoadley,  Charles  J.,  Librarian  of  the  Connecticut  State  Library , 

Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell,  ilf.  D., 

Homans,  Charles  T>.,  M.  D.,   . 

Homans,  J.  S.,  New  York  City, 

Hooker,  H.  B.,  D.  D.,      . 

Houghton,  H.  O.  &  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Hovey  &  Co..  53  North  Market  St., 

Howard,  Henry  H.,  Orford,  N.  IL, 

Howard,  Maj.-Gen.  Oliver  0.,  Washingtc 

Howland,  William  A.,      . 

Hoyt,  Albert  H.,       . 

Hudson.    Public  Library, 

Humphreys,  Brig. -Gen.  Andrew  A.,  20  maps, 

Hunnewell,  John  L.,         .        .        , 


on,  D.  C, 


Illinois  Teacher,  Peoria,  Publishers, 
Indiana.     State  Horticultural  Society, 
Iowa.    Adjutant-General's  Office,  . 
State  Historical  Society,     . 

Jackson,  C.  T.,  1  newspaper, 

Jarvis,  Edward,  31.  D.,  Dorchester, 

Jeffries,  B.  Joy,  3L  I).,    . 

Jewett,  Bev.  George  B.,  Salem, 

JiUson,  Prof.  William  E.,  1  map,  plans,  8  broadsides, 


Kellogg,  Hon.  E.  H.,  Pittsfield, 

Kennedy,  Minnie,  3  newspapers,     . 

Kiel,  Schleswig-Holstein.    Universitats-Bibliothek. 

Kirkbride,  Thomas  S.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 

Kurtz,  T.  Newton,  Baltimore, 


Lancaster.     Town  Library,     . 

Langworthy,  i?e?7.  IsaacP.,     . 

Lawrence,  Abbott,  .... 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Abbott,  . 

Lawrence.     Pacific  Mills  Library,  . 

Leicester.     Public  Library,     . 

Leipzig.     Stadtbibliothek,  blanks,  etc., 

Leslie,  Frank,  United  States  Commissioner, 

Lewis,  Winslow,  M.  D.,    . 

Lieber,  Francis,  LL.  D., 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Frederick  W.,  1  broadside; 

Lincoln,  Henry  W., 

Little,  Brown  &  Co., 

Liverpool,  Eng.   Free  Public  Library 

Lloyd,  John  C,  chart, 

Locke  &  Co., 

London.     British  Museum,     . 

Royal  Astronomical  Society, 

Eoyal  Geographical  Society, 

Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brooklyn,  N. 


Y., 


11 
29 


2 

1 
6 

1 

77 
1 
6 

2 

2 


10 
4 

235 
2 
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8 

14 
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23 
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Loring,  James  S.,  Brooklyn,  N.  T., 

Loi'iug,  John  G., 

Loud,  Andrew  J., 

Lovering,  Prof.  Joseph,  Cambridge, 1 

Lowell.     City  of, 1 

City  Library, 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  .... 

Lunenburg.     Town  Library, 

Lunt,  William  P., 

Lynn.     Tublic  Library, 

Lyon.     Societe  protectrice  des  Animaux,       .... 

McCleary,  D.  B.,  Adjutant-General  of  Pennsylvania,    .        .  4 

McCleary,  Samuel  F.,  City  Clerk, 1 

Mace,  Jean,  Blehenheim  {Haut-Bhiri),  France,       ...  1 

McLaughlin,  George,  Cincinnati, 1 

McPhetres,  S.  A.,  Lowell,  City  Clerk, 1 

Maine.    Board  of  Agriculture, 4 

Commissioners  of  Fisheries, 

Histoiical  Society, 

Manchester,  Eng.     Cotton  Supply  Association,    . 

Public  Library, 

Manchester,  N.  H.    Public  Library, 

Mann,  3Irs.  Horace, 1 

Marshall,  O.  H.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 1 

Marvin,  Selden  E.,  Adjutant-General  of  New  York,      .        .  5 

Marvin,  Theophilus  R., 144 

Marvin,  W.  T.  R., ,        .         .  2 

Masonic  Monthly,  Publishers, 1 

Massachusetts.     Agricultural  College, 1 

■ Board  of  State  Charities, 1 

Board  of  Education, 3 

• Charitable  Mechanic  Association,       .... 

Historical  Society,  circulars, 3 

Horticultural  Society, 1 

• Institute  of  Technology,  4  circulars, 

• State  Library, 16 

Teachers'  Association 

May,  Bev.  Samuel,  Jr.,  Leicester, 

Medford.    Public  Library, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Public  Ledger  Office, 

Merriam,  Charles,  Springfield, 

Merriam,  George,  "  3 

Merrill,  George, 

Mexico,  Government  of, 1 

Michigan.     State  Library, 

Michigiin  Teacher,  Publishers, 1 

Miles,  Dr.  C.  E., 

Miles,  Bcv.  James  B.,  Charlestown, 

Milwaukee.     Young  Men's  Association,        .... 

Miner,  A.  A.,  Z>.  Z>., 

Minnesota.    Historical  Society, 

Minot,  William, .  1 

Moore,  Charles  W.,  J^ew  York  City, 1 

Moring,  H.  E., 

Motley,  Hon.  J.  Lothrop,    1  map, 
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Mud.i^e,  Alfred, 1 

Mullins,  J.  D.,  Birmingham,  Eng., i 

Muniford,  S.  R.,  Detroit, 

Munich.     Tbierschutzverein, 

Munsell,  Joel,  Albany, 

Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  French, 

Natick.     Town  Library, 

National  Agriculturist    and    Pennsylvania   Parm    Journal, 

Pittsburg,  Publisher, 1 

National  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Social  Science,  .  1 

New  Bedford.    Free  Public  Library, 1 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society, 
New  England  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  . 

New  England  Society,  Nevj  York  City, 

New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  .... 

New  Haven.     Yale  College, 

New  Jersey.     Adjutant-General's  Office,        .... 

Geological  Survey, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

New  York,  City.    American  Association  for  the  Prevention 

of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 

Astor  Library, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 

City  Mission, 

College  of, 

Cooper  Union, 

■ General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  . 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  .... 

Sabbath  Committee, 

Working- Women's  Protective  Union, 

New  York,  State.    Inspectors  of  Prisons,     .... 

Prison  Association, 1 

Lunatic  Asylum, 

State  Library, 

New  York  Teacher,  Publishers, 1 

Newburyport.     Public  Library, 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyue,   Eng.    Literary  and    Philosophical 

Society, 2 

Newcomb,  J.  B.,  Elgin,  111., 

Newton.     Theological  Seminary, 

Nichols,  Major  William,  Jr.  blanks,  etc.,  1  broadside,        ,  4 

Nichols,  W.  R., 

North  Bridgewater.     Public  Library 

Northampton.     Public  Library, 

Northumberland,  Duke  of, 

Northwestern  Farmer  Co.,  Indianapolis,         .        .        .        , 
Nottingham,  Eng.    Free  Library, 

Ohio.    State  Agiicultural  Society, 

State  Library,      ........ 

Ohio  Educational  Monthly,  Columbus, 

O'Keeft',  Son  &  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y., 

Ouderdonk,  Henry,  Jr.,  Jamaica,  L.  L, 

Otis,  Miss  Mary, 
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Page,  Calvin  G.,  M.  D.,   . 
Paige,  J.  W.,    . 
Paine,  Eobeit  T.,  J?'., 
Paiva,  Barone  do  Castello  de,  Opor 
Palmer,  Gen.  W.  J.,  St.  Louis, 
Paris.     Eibliotheque  imperiale, 
La  Societe  Franklin,    . 


to, 


Parker,  Henry  T.,  London, 
Parker,  Joel,  LL.D.,  Cambridge, 
Peabody.     Peabody  Institute, 
Pennsylvania.    Office  of  State  Historian, 

Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 

State  Library, 

Training  School  for  Feeble-minded  Childrt 

Perkins,  A.  J.,  Philadelphia,    . 

Perry,  J.  A.,  Neio  York  City,    . 

Perry,  Hev.  AVilliam  S.,  Litchfield,  Conn., 

Peyton,  John  Lewis,  Guernsey, 

Philadelphia.    American  Philosophical  Society, 

Board  of  Health,  .... 

Library  Company, 

Loganian  Library, 

Mercantile  Library  Company, 

Philbrick,  John  I).,  Supt.  of  Public  Schools, 

Pierce,  Samuel  E., 

Piper,  William  T.,  .... 

Pitman,  Hon.  Eobert  C,  .        .        . 

Pittsburg,  Penn.     Mercantile  Library  Association 

Playhour,  Edinburgh,  Publishei-s,    . 

Poole,  William  F.,  Melrose, 

Portland,  Me.  Institute  and  Public  Library 

Society  of  Natural  History, 

Portland,  Oregon.  Library  Association, 
Prague,  Thierschutzverein  fiir  Bohmen, 
Prang,  L.  &  Co., 

Pray,  Lewis  G.,         .... 
Providence.    City  of,       . 

Athenseum,  . 

Bi'own  University, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane 

Quebec.    Literary  and  Historical  Society, 
Quincy,  Hon.  Josiah,        .... 


Eadical,  The,  Boston,  Publishers,    . 
Rand  &  Avery,  .... 

Randall,  John  W.,  3L  D.,         .         . 
Randolph,  Anson  D.  F.,  iVeio  York  City, 
Randolph,  Charles,  .... 
Rauch,  John  H.,  M.  D.,  Chicago,     . 
Raymond,  Curtis  B., 
Reading.     Public  Library, 
Redpath,  James,       .... 
Reed,  Charles,  3Iont2)elier,  Vt., 
Reynolds,  Edward,  M.  D., 
Rhoades,  il/?'s.  Stephen,  . 


14 

1 
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Rhode  Island.     Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster,  Publishers, 

Richardson,  James  B.,  1  plan, 

Robbins,  Chandler,  D.D., 

Rolfe,  William  J.,  Cambridgeport, 

Root  &  Cady,  Chicago, 

Ropes,  John  C,  2  maps,  . 

Routledge,  George  &  Sons,  New  York  City, 

Rowland,  L.  P., 

Roxbury.   Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 


Sabine,  John  D.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
St.  Louis.  Academy  of  Science, 

Public  Sciiool  Library  Company, 

Union  Merchants'  Exchange, 

St.  Paul,  3Iinn.   Library  Association,     . 
St.  Petersburg,  K.  dffent.  Bibliothek, 
Salem.  Essex  Institute,  .... 
Salter,  Richard  B..,  31.  D., 

Sampson,  George, 

Sanborn,  Prof.  E.  D.,       . 

Saturday  Express,  Boston,  Publishers,    . 

Shaw,  Benjamin  S.,  M.  J)., 

Shedd,  J.  Herbert,  Providence,  B.  I., 

Sheffield,  Eng.  Free  Public  Library,  forms,  etc., 

Shephard,  Thomas  P.,  Providence,  E.  I., 

Shimmin,  Charles  F.,        .        .        . 

Shurtleff,  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.,  3£.  D., 

Skowhegan,  Me.    Public  Library,  . 

Slack,  Charles  W.,    . 

Smith,  C.  C, 

Smith,  Lloyd  P.,  Librarian  Library  Co.,  Philadelphia, 
Smith,  Samuel,  Worcester,  City  Clerk,    . 
Snow,  Edwin  M.,  31.  D.,  Providence,  B.  /., 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Somerby,  G.  A.,       .        .        .        . 
Somerville.     Tufts  College,     . 
Southborough.    Town  of, 

— • Fay  Library, 

Spoouer,  Lysander,  .... 
Sprague,  Prof.  Homer  B.,  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
Sprague,  William  B.,  D.D.,  Albany, 
Springfield,  31ass.     City  Library  Association, 
Staehli,  Francis  R.,  31.  D.,  Cambridge., 
Stafford,  M.  B.,  New  York  City,      . 
Stevens,  Henry,  London, 
Stone,  Bev.  Edwin  AL,  Providence,  B.  I., 
Stoneham.     Public  Library,    . 
Storer,  Horatio  R.,  31.  D.,       .        .        . 
Stranahan,  Hon.  J.  S.  T.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Streeter,  3Irs.  E.  M., 

Stuttgart.  Der  Wiirtemb.  Thierschutzverein, 
Sumner,  Hon.  Charles,  1  broadside, 
Sunday  Times,  Boston,  Publisher,  . 
Sutro,  Theodore,  Cambridge,  . 


1 

17 

2 

146 

1 


2 
76 


27 
4 
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Syracuse,  N,  T.    Board  of  Education   ..... 

Taffgard  &  Thompson, 

Talbot,  I.  Tisdale,  31.  D.,        .        .        .        .    ■    . 

Tatham,  William  P.,  Philadelpliia, 

Taunton.    Public  Library, 

Taylor,  Prof.  J.  L.,  Andover, 

Taylor,  Hon.  N.  G.,  Washington,  D.  C,  .... 

Temporary  Asylum  for  Discharged  Female  Prisoners,  Ded- 
ham,       ........... 

Thayer,  Alexander  W.,  U.  S.  Consul  at  Trieste,    . 

Thayer,  Bev.  Christopher  T., 

Thompson,  Augustus  C,  D.  D.,  Jamaica  Plain,     . 

Thorndike,  3Irs.  John  H., 

Thornton,  John  W., 1 

Ticknor,  George, 10 

Tilden  &  Co.,  JVew  Lebanon,  N.  T., 1 

Tourjee,  E., 1 

Townsend,  Solomon  D.,  3f.  D.,  photograph, ,        .        .        .         10 

Tracy,  Rev.  Joseph,  1  MSS., 

Troy,  N.  Y.   Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 

Tsuge  Yengo,  Japan, 14 

Union  Eepublican  Committee, 

United  States.     Department  of  Education,    ....  1 

Department  of  the  Navy, 2 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 2 

Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,     .... 

Naval  Observatory, 

Department  of  the  Treasury,  Bureau  of  Statistics,  . 

Coast  Sui'vey  Office.     1  map,      .... 

Department  of  War,  Bureau  of  Refugees  for  Freed- 

men,  etc.,       .......... 

• Quartermaster-General's  Office,  ....  3 

—  Surgeon-General's  Office,     .        .        .        •        , 

Library  of  Congress, 2 

Van  Norden,  William,  Neic  York  City, 2 

Vermont.     Board  of  Education, 1 

University  of, 

Vermont  and  Massachusetts  Railroad,  .... 
Vienna.  K.  K.  Geologische  Reichsanstalt,  ... 
■  Thierschutz-Central-Verein,        .... 


Wallcut,  Robert  F.,  2  maps, 

Walley,  Hon.  Samuel  H., 

Walley,  3Irs.  Samuel  H., 

Waltham.     Town  of, 

Public  Library, 

Warren,  Hon.  Charles  II., 

Warren,  William  F.,  Z>.  Z>., 

WsiVYe^n,W\\\\2iVtxW.,  Brighton, 

Warren,  William  W.,  No.  25  Kilhy  St.,  .... 
Washburn,  Emory,  LL.  D.,  Cambridge, 

Washburn,  F.  T., 

Washington,  D.C.    Howard  University,  1  newspaper, . 


123 
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Washington,  D.  C.     Smithsonian  Institution,        ...  1 

Watson,  Mrs.  J.  L.,  Neioton, .  2 

Watertown.     Public  Library, 1 

Wavland.      Town  Library, 3 

Weils,  Bev.  E.  M.  P., 2 

Wells,  Walter,  Portland,  Me., 1 

Westford.     Town  of, 17 

Weston.     Town  of, 1 

Town  Library, 1 

Wheatland,  Henry,  M.  D.,  Salem, 1             3 

Wheeler,  Henry  W., 4 

Wheeler,  William  A.,  Dorchester, 28           12 

Wheelwright,  Edward, 1 

Wheildon,  William  W.,  Charlestovni, 1 

Whipple,  Charles  K., 11 

Whiteley,  John,  Shirley  Village, 5 

Whitman,  George  H., 10 

Whitmore,  William  H., 3           85 

Whitmore  &  Co.,  Memphis,  Tenn., 1 

Whitney,  Bev.  Frederic  A.,  Brighton, 1           17 

Wiggin  &  Lunt, 2 

Wilder,  Col.  Marshall  P.,  Dorchester, 4             2 

Willey,  H.,  New  Bedford, 1 

Williams,  A.  &  Co., 1 

Wilson,  Hon.  Henry,  Natick, 8 

Winchell,  Rensselaer, 5           70 

Winchendon.     Public  Library, 2 

Winchester.     Town  of, 1 

Public  Library, I 

Winslow,  Edward, 15 

Winthrop,  Hon.  Robei't  C, 10 

Wisconsin.     State  Historical  Society, ,1             4 

Woburn.     Public  Library,       .......  1 

Wolcott,  Samuel,  D.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,      ....  6 

Wood,  Bev.  Horatio,  Lowell, 9 

Woodvine,  I).  G., .  2 

Woodward,  W.  Eliot, I 

Worcester.     Public  Library, 1 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  ....  1 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society,       ....  6 

Worthington  &  Flanders, 2 

Wright.  George  B., 1 

Wyman,  Jeffries,  M.  D.,  Cambridge, 1 

Yonng,  E., 1 

Zurich.     Thierschutzverein, 10 
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Complete  Files  for  the   Tear  from  the  Publishers. 

Advocate  of  Peace.     Boston. 

American     Baptist     Missionary     Union.      Boston.      Missionary 

Magazine. 
American  Cimrch  Missionary  Register.     New  York. 
American    Home  Missionary   Society.     New   York.     Tlie    Home 

Missionary'. 
American  Unitarian  Association.     Boston.    Monthly  Journal. 
Barnliam's  Rural  Messenger.     Chicago. 
Boston  Musical  Times. 
Commonwealth,  The.     Boston. 
Cretan,  The.     Boston. 
Edinburgh.     Royal  Society.     Proceedings. 

Transactions. 

Farmer's  Home  Journal.     Lexington,  Ky. 

Freemason's  Monthly  Magazine.     Boston. 

Globe  Mutual  Insurance  Messenger.     New  York. 

Guardian  of  Health.     Boston. 

Hall's  Journal  of  Health.     New  York. 

Herald  of  Health.     New  York. 

Herald  of  Peace.     London. 

London.     Royal  Astronomical  Society.     Monthly  Notices. 

Royal  Geographical  Society.     Proceedings. 

Society  of  Arts. 

Macedonian,  The. 
Masonic  Monthly.     Boston. 
Nation,  The.    New  York. 

National  Agriculturist   and  Pennsylvania  Farm   Journal.     Pitts- 
burg. 
New  England  Farmer.     Boston. 

Notes  and  Queries  on  China  and  Japan.     Hongkong. 
Orpheus,  The.     New  York  and  Boston. 
Practical  Farmer,  The.     Philadelphia. 
Radical,  The.     Boston. 
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Salem.     Essex  Institute.     Bulletin. 

Historical  Collections. 

Proceedings. 

Saturday  Express.  Boston. 
Sorgo  Journal.  Cincinnati. 
Student  and  Schoolmate.     Boston. 

Triibner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record.     London. 

Turf,  Field  and  Farm.     New  York. 

Vienna.     K.  K.  Geologische  Reichsanstalt.     Abhandlungen. 

Jahrbuch. 

"Weekly  Standard.     Buenos  Ayres. 
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CIRCULATION. 
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Note.  —  The  figures  of  the  circulation  of  the  Lower  Hall  for  1867  are  considered  to  be 
several  thousands  too  large,  which  consequently  affects  the  figures  of  the  total  circulation 
for  that  year.    See  Library  Report  for  18(38. 
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APPE]ST)IX  XI. 

LOWER   HALL. 

Books  returned,  as  shown  by  counting  the  white  slips  for  each  month. 


Months. 


September 
October  . 
November 
December 
January  . 
February 
March  .  . 
April  .  • 
May  .  .  . 
June  .  . 
July  .  .  . 

Total 


1867-8. 


3,916 
10,075 
12,606 
13,213 
14,497 
16,526 
17,057 
15,686 
13,883 
12,876 
11,518 


141,853 


1868-9. 


7,923 
13,473 
15,442 
17,958 
18,381 
17,647 
19,100 
15,837 
13,683 
12,112 
12,482 


164,038 


Hall  use, 
white  slip. 


718 

930 

1,129 

1,236 

1,260 

1,147 

869 

589 

585 

408 

522 


9,393 


Total  on 
white  slips 

8,641 
14,403 
16,571 
19,194 
19,641 
18,794 
19,969 
16,426 
14,268 
12,520 
13,004 


173,431 


KOTE.  —  White  slips  are  used  for  drawing  books  for  home  use,  or  hall  use,  one  at  a  time. 
When  books  are  drawn  for  reference,  6«^  slips  are  used,  and  several  volumes  may  be  in  use 
in  the  hall  by  one  person  at  the  same  time  by  means  of  these  slips.  No  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  used  in  this  last  way  was  made  during  1868-9;  but  it  is  estimated  to  have 
been  about  4,000  volumes.  The  difference  in  the  total  of  1868-9  compared  with  the  total  of 
Lower  Hall  issues  in  table  (Appendix  X.)  shows  the  number  of  volumes  in  circulation  July 
31,  1869,  namely,  2,341. 
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EEGISTRATION. 


Teabs. 

Applicants. 

Applica- 
tions sent  to 
Police. 

Cards 
Refused. 

Cards  not 

called  for 

during  the 

year. 

Total  of 
last  two 
Columns. 

Persons  ac- 
tually hav- 
ing Cards. 

1854-8  

17,066 
52,859 

1859-67    

2,810 
3,462 

233 
76 

852 
589 

1,085 
665 

1868 

12,057 
6,490 

10,972 

1869 

5,825 

Totals 

18,547 

6,272 

309 

1,441 

1,750 

16,797 

Note.  —  New  registrations  were  begun  in  1854, 1859,  and  1868.  In  the  column  of  "  Cards 
not  called  for,"  the  total  may  not  be  correct,  inasmuch  as  some  of  the  number  given  for 
1868  may  have  since  been  called  for.  This  also  affects  the  total  in  the  last  column,  which  is 
got  by  taking  the  figures  of  the  previous  column  from  the  column  of  "  Applicants." 
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APPEI^DIX  XIII. 

BOOKS   RECOMMENDED,   AND   USE   OF    BRITISH  PATENTS. 


Books    Recoiimei;ded. 

Use  of  British 
Patents. 

Years. 

Total  Recom- 
mcuded. 

Had 

already. 

Received 
since. 

Persona. 

Houra'  use. 

1854 

123 

221 

121 

18 

85 

178 

91 

115 

204 

135 

56 

58 

306 

546 

1,120 

1,178 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

182 
187 
197 
269 
361 

243 

1866 

248 

1867 

95 
183 
226 

260 
423 
535 

248 

1868 

36  7 

1869 . 

589 

Note.  —  The  column  of  "Received  since"  denotes  tliose  received  of  the  "Total  recom- 
meuded"  t^e  same  year.  What  may  be  in  subsequent  years  received  of  sucli  "Total  recom- 
mended," does  not  appear  in  this  table.  For  instance,  of  the  1,129  —  (183 -|- 423):=  514  not 
received  in  1868  of  the  total  recommended  that  year,  a  large  part  has  since  been  received. 
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appe:ndix  xiy. 

BATES   HALL  READING. 


Classifications. 


English  History,  Topography,  Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

American  (Xorth  and  South)  History,  To- 
pography, Biography,  Travel,  and  Polite 
Literature 

French  History,  Topography,  Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

Germanic  History,  Topography,  Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

Italian  History,  Topography,  Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

Other  History,  Topography,  Biography, 
Travel,  and   Polite  Literature 

General  and  Epochal  History,  Geography, 
Biography,  etc 

Greek,  Latin,  and  Philology 

Bibliography 

Transactions 

Periodicals 

Useful  and  Fine  Arts 

Natural  History  and  Science 

Theology,  Ecclesiastical  History,  Ethics, 
Education,  etc 

Medicine 

Law,  Government,  and  Political  Economy  . 

Mathematics  and  Physics,  etc 

Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  bound 


Percentage  of  Use, 


1863.   1864.  1865.   1866,   1867.   1868.   1869 


17.5 

6 
5 

2.5 
4 

3.5 

4.5 
3 

2.5 
3 
7 
9 
4 

11 

7 

1.5 

5.5 

2 


8.5 

7.5 

2 

2.5 

3.5 

4.25 
3.5 

3 
1.5 

6 
12 

4 

11 

5 

2 

5.5 

.75 


3 
3 
3 

2.3 

6 

16.5 

4.6 

8.5 
4.6 
2 
7.5 
.75 


Note.  — In  computing  this  percentage,  the  use  of  books  in  the  Bowditch,  Parker  and 
Prince  Libraries,— which  are  kept  apart  from  the  general  classifications  of  the  Library,— is 
reckoned  as  nearly  as  possible  and  included  in  the  usual  divisions,  as  indicated  in  the 
table.    See  Explanations  to  Appendix  "VII. 
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APPE^^DIX   XV. 

LOWER     HALL     READING. 
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Note.  —  The  figures  of  1S67  were  got  by  an  estimate;  those  of  1S68  and  1869  by  actual 
count. 

The  columns  of  "  Loans  returned  "  do  not  include  the  books  taken  and  returned  the  sam^ 
day. 
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APPEJS^DIX  XYI. 

PERIODICAL     EEADING    ROOM. 


Periodicals  Divided  by  Languages. 

English 

French   

German •  .   . 

Italian 


Total,  not  reckoning  duplicates 


By  Classes. 
Scientific,  and  Professi»nal  .... 

Literary 

Agricultural  and  Horticultural    .   . 

Religious 

Illustrated  and  foreign  newspapers 

Commercial 

Fashion 

Illustrated  comic  magazines  .... 

Juveniles 

Fine  Arts 


Statistics  of  Use. 

Number  of  days  open 

Readers  of  periodicals,  males  .  . 
Readers    of  periodicals,    females  , 

Readers  non-resident 

Total  readers 

Daily    average    readers 

Magazines  read,  total 

Magazines  read,   daily  average  .   , 


1867. 


141 

39 

27 

1 


68 


50,846 
4,438 


55,284 
191 

81,783 
283 


175 

46 

31 

2 


254 

300 
70,452 
4,427 
2,013 
76,892 
256 
88,034 
293 


208 
49 
35 


*294 


110 

107 

19 

13 

15 

11 

5 

3 

5 

6 


294 

t299 

84,329 

5,225 

2,120 

91,674 

306 

136,122 

455 


*  Transactions  of  learned  societies  and  costly  journals,  kept  in  the  Bates  Hall,  are  not 
included  in  this  count;  nor  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  different  American  periodicals, 
kindly  sent  us  by  the  publishers  and  not  yet  placed  in  the  Reading  Room. 

t  Eleven  months  and  no  vacation. 
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PERIODICALS   OF   WHICH   DUPLICATES   ARE   TAKEN. 


Army  and  Navy  Journal 

Atlantic  Monthly    . 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 

Dwight's  Journal  of  Music 

Every  Saturdaj'' 

Galaxy 

Godey's  Lady's  Book 

Harper's  Bazar 

"        Monthly   . 

"        Weekly     . 
Herald  of  Health    . 
Hours  at  Home 
Lippincott's  Magazine    . 
Nation  .... 
North  American  Review 
Oliver  Optic's  Magazine 
Peterson's  Magazine 
Round  Table 
Scientific  American 
Student  and  Schoolmate 


Journal 


No.  of  Copies, 

2 
5 
2 
2 
4 
2 
4 
4 
11 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
4 
2 


9* 
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APPEJSTDIX    XYII. 

LOSSES     AND     DELINQUENTS 
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APPEOT)IX   XYIIL 


FINANCIAL     STATEMENT 


Binding 

Books   

Catalogues  (printing) 

Expense 

Fuel 

Furniture     (cabinets,    shelving, 
etc.)  

Gas 

Periodicals 

Printing  (miscellaneous)  .  .  .  . 

Salaries 

Stationery 

Transportation,  Postage,  etc.    . 

Totals 


Expended 
Oct.  1, 1867,  to 
Sept.  30, 186S. 


$  4,067  29 

11,476  75 

2,004  16 

1,348  02 

*193  50 

1,934  81 
1,644  46 
1,665  95 
1,507  07 
23,285  47 
1,172  14 
633  14 


$50,932  76 


City  approp's 

for  the  year 

May  1, 186S,  to 

April  30, 1869. 

§3,550  00 

6^500  00 

5,000  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

2,000  00 

1,000  00 

26,000  00 

1,200  00 

750  00 

$50,000  00 

Expended 
Oct.  1, 18ftS,  to 
Aug.  31, 1869. 


$5,167  70 

12,002  26 

2,001  39 

1,578  30 

1,132  00 

1,506  05 

1,779  04 

2,561  32 

1,700  26 

22,655  93 

812  86 

782  79 


$53,679  90 


City  approp's 

for  the  year 

May  1, 18C9,  to 

April  30, 1870. 


J5,000  00 

6,500  00 

5,500  00 

1,800  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

2,250  00 


1,000  00 

28,000  00 

1,200  00 

750  00 


$55,000  00 


*  The  main  items  for  fuel  this  year  did  not  go  into  our  account  till  after  October  1868. 

Note.  —  The  statement  this  year  is  for  eleven  months  instead  of  twelve.  Heretofore, 
when  the  Library  was  closed  in  August,  some  classes  of  statistics  were  made  up  to  the 
1st  of  August  and  some  to  the  1st  of  September.  This  year,  the  Library  not  being 
closed,  all  classes  are  made  to  end  on  the  31st  of  August  for  conformity's  sake. 

The  appropriation  for  "books"  includes  that  for  "periodicals."  The  income  of  our 
funds  is  paid  in  gold,  and  the  yield,  witli  an  estimated  premium,  will  be  for  the  present 
fiscal  year  about  $7,400,  to  be  spent  for  books,  in  addition  to  the  city  appropriation. 
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APPEOT)IX  XIX. 


CLASSES  OF  11,267  (Male  and  Eemale)    APPLICANTS,  1867-8. 


J-iiAJJlLO,    XIXAil  U  X  J1L\^  J.  VJ  i 

V£iO,    Jil\^. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Gold  Beater, 

2 

Artificial  Leg  Maker, 

1 

Glass  Manufacturer, 

15 

Apprentice, 

74 

Gilder, 

17 

Brorizer, 

2 

Glazier, 

5 

Bookbiuder, 

28 

20 

Globe  Maker, 

1 

Bonnet  Maker, 

3 

7 

Harness  and  Collar  Maker, 

18 

Brass  Moulder, 

15 

Hoop  Skirt  Maker, 

20 

Baker, 

28 

Iron  Worker, 

20 

Box  Maker, 

6 

13 

Ink  Maker, 

1 

Blacksmith, 

25 

Jeweller, 

39 

Burnisher, 

1 

Japanner, 

3 

Brewer, 

2 

Looking-glass  Maker, 

2 

Brush  Maker, 

4 

Last  Maker, 

1 

Brick  Maker, 

1 

Lather, 

4 

Barber, 

20 

Locksmith, 

6 

Butcher, 

1 

Lace  Worker, 

1 

Bleacher, 

2 

Milliner, 

59 

Boat  Builder, 

4 

Mechanic, 

26 

Builder, 

4 

Machinist, 

146 

Bridge  Builder, 

2 

Mason, 

49 

Button-hole  Maker, 

3 

Marble  Worker, 

19 

Cooper, 

9 

Manufacturer, 

45 

Caulker, 

5 

Millwright, 

2 

Cigar  Maker, 

21 

Mattress  Maker, 

1 

Currier, 

16 

Optician, 

1 

Confectioner, 

14 

1 

Oil  Finisher, 

7 

Carver, 

25 

Organ  Builder, 

25 

Cabinet  Maker, 

55 

Oil  Refiner, 

1 

Carpenter, 

154 

Piano  Tuner, 

7 

Coppersmith, 

4 

Pattern  Maker, 

8 

1 

Carriage  Maker, 

16 

Printer,  Compositor,  etc., 

161 

28 

Cork  Cutter, 

1 

Paper  Hanger, 

18 

Corset  Maker, 

3 

Polisher, 

9 

Dyer, 

2 

Piano  Maker, 

31 

Die  Maker, 

1 

Plasterer, 

6 

Dress  Maker, 

85 

Plumber, 

19 

Doll  Maker, 

1 

Painter, 

74 

Embalmer, 

1 

Pinion  Maker, 

1 

Eur  Sewer, 

2 

Paper  Collar  Maker, 

2 

Gas  Fitter, 

3 

Packer, 

1 
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Paper  Bag  Maker, 

Rigger, 

Rope  Maker, 

Rifle  Maker, 

Roofer, 

Sewiug  Machiue  Operator, 

Shop  Girl, 

Seamstress, 

Silk  Worker, 

Ship  Builder, 

Slater, 

Saddler, 

Silversmith, 

Stone  Cutter, 

Sewing  Machine  Maker, 

Sash  and  Blind  Maker, 

Screw  Maker, 

Sail  Maker, 

Saw  Maker, 

Shoemaker, 

Stereotyper, 

Tailor, 

Type  Founder, 

Trunk  Maker, 

Tinsmith, 

Trimmer, 

Tallow  Chandler, 

Upholsterer, 

Umbrella  Maker, 

Varnisher, 

Varnish  Maker, 

Watchmaker, 

Wood  Turner, 

Wire  Worker, 

Whalebone  Worker, 

Wheelwright, 

Weaver, 

Worsted  Worker, 


3 

4 

1 

4 

61 

17 

67 

2 

5 

6 

2 

7 
21 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 
39 

77  149 
11     11 
11 
19 

9       5 

1 
40      2 

2 
12 

1 
23 

7 

8 

1 

3 

2     14 
7 


Dealeus,  Shopkeepers,  etc. 


Apothecary, 
Coal  Dealer, 
Fruiterer, 
Florist, 
Furrier, 


46 
4 
6 
3 

10 


M.     F. 


Fish  Monger, 

6 

Grocer, 

43 

Hatter, 

16 

Junk  Dealer, 

5 

Lumber  Dealer, 

4 

Liquor  Dealer, 

1 

Milkman, 

1 

Newspaper  Dealer, 

5 

Peddler, 

7 

2 

Provision  Dealer, 

39 

Stationer, 

12 

Stock  Maker, 

1 

Ship  Chandler, 

1 

Tobacconist, 

3 

Trader, 

15 

4 

Mercantile  Callings. 

Agent, 

89 

1 

Amanuensis, 

18 

Accountant, 

6 

Banker, 

11 

Broker, 

42 

Book-keeper, 

226 

11 

Clerk, 

911 

15 

Cashier, 

11 

4 

Commission  Merchant, 

19 

Merchant, 

320 

Publisher, 

8 

Pawn  Broker, 

1 

Shipper, 

3 

Salesman, 

350 

67 

Secretary, 

9 

Professional  Cl 

A.SSES. 

Appraiser, 

1 

Auctioneer, 

4 

Artist, 

28 

5 

Actor, 

13 

3 

Architect, 

23 

Attorney,  Lawyer,  etc., 

107 

Author, 

7 

2 

Curator, 

2 

Clergyman, 

82 

Designer, 

7 

Draughtsman, 

21 
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M. 

F. 

M.     F. 

Dentist, 

23 

Internal  Revenue  Officer, 

4 

Engineer, 

38 

Inspector, 

11 

Engraver, 

30 

Janitor, 

8 

Editor, 

14 

1 

Justice, 

2 

Fresco  Painter, 

i 

Letter  Carrier, 

13 

Governess, 

7 

Mayor, 

1 

Inventor, 

2 

Notary  Public, 

3 

Lecturer, 

2 

Navy  Officer, 

8 

Librarian, 

2 

Overseer, 

10 

Lithographer, 

23 

Police, 

30 

Music  Teacher, 

13 

42 

Paymaster, 

3 

Manuscript  Reader, 

1 

Postmaster, 

1 

Musician, 

20 

Registrar, 

1 

Minstrel, 

1 

Recorder, 

1 

Missionary, 

1 

1 

Railroad  Conductor, 

4 

Measurer, 

3 

Superintendent, 

6 

Naturalist, 

1 

Sheriff, 

1 

Penman, 

2 

Treasurer, 

13 

Portrait  Painter, 

4 

Ward  Master, 

1 

Physician, 

126 

6 

Photograph  Painter, 

a 

LABOKixa  Classes, 

ETC. 

Public  Reader, 

1 

Proof  Reader, 

2 

3 

Brakeman, 

6 

Photographer, 

18 

Coachman,  Driver,  etc.. 

16 

Reporter, 

7 

Expressman, 

9 

Surveyor, 

11 

Fireman, 

4 

Sculptor, 

2 

Gardener, 

1 

Surgeon, 

3 

Laborer, 

49 

Teacher,  Professor,  etc., 

82 

312 

Messenger, 

14 

Telegraph  Operator, 

7 

6 

Oyster  Opener, 

1       3 

Vocalist, 

1 

Ostler, 

1 

Weigher, 

9 

Porter, 
Packer, 

60 

7 

Official  Classes. 

Steward, 
Servant, 

9 
5 

Assistants,  etc.. 

4 

3 

Street  Waterer, 

3 

Auditor, 

2 

Sawyer, 

8 

Administrator, 

1 

Teamster, 

27 

Army  Officer, 

7 

Waiter, 

20 

Assessor, 

7 

Wood  Chopper, 

2 

Alderman, 

1 

Bank  President, 

3 

Miscellaneous  Classes. 

Constable, 

7 

Commissioner, 

1 

Billiard  Hall  Keeper, 

1 

Collector, 

10 

Billiard  Marker, 

2 

Custom  House  Officer, 

1 

Boarding  House  Keeper, 

6      9 
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Bar  Tender, 
Boy, 

Ballet  Girl, 
Cook, 

M. 

9 

198 

F. 
1 

3 

Nurse, 
Pupils, 

Restaurant  Keeper, 
Soldier, 

M.     F. 

9 

352     288 
6 
9 

Clairvoyant, 
Errand  Girl, 
Employment  Office, 
Parmer, 

3 

2 

3 
3 

Sailor, 

Sister  of  Charity, 

Sexton, 

Servant, 

13 

4 
4 
42 

Gentleman, 
Housekeeper, 
Hair  Dresser, 

11 

18 
14 

Stable  Keeper, 

Student, 

Undertaker, 

3 

396     20 

1 

Hotel  Keeper, 
Intelligence  Office, 

4 

1 

"Wharfinger, 
Watchman, 

2 

16 

Inspectress, 
Matron, 

1 
3 

Washerwoman, 
Waiter, 

6 
9 

SUMMARY. 


Trades,  Manufactures,  etc 
Dealers,  Shopkeepers,  etc 
Mercantile  callings  .  .  . 
Professional  classes  .  .  . 
Official  classes,  etc.  .  .  . 
Laboring  classes  .... 
Miscellaneous  classes  .  . 
No  occupation  given     .  . 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Per  cent. 

1,001 

584 

1,585 

.15 

234 

6 

240 

.02 

2,006 

116 

2,122 

.19 

746 

396 

1,142 

.11 

165 

3 

168 

.01 

242 

3 

245 

.02 

1,038 

434 

1,472 

.13 

585 

3,708 

4,293 

.37 

6,017 

5,250 

11,267 
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APPEJNTDIX  XX. 

LIBEARY  SERVICE. 


EXECUTIVE   DEPARTMENT. 
JUSTIN  WINSOR,   Superintendent. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Asst.  Supt.         Edward  Capen,  Lih.  of  Lower  Halls. 
Joseph  Sykes,  Office  Secretary.  'MYS.'L.T.B-dvton,Custoclian  of  Shelves. 

George  Vf .  Peck,  Asst.  Secretary.        Miss  Caroline  F.  Adams,  Accountant. 
William  E.  Eord,  Janitor. 

CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Chief.  Max  Auerbach,  First  Assistant. 

William  H.  Foster,  Proof-reader.         J.  Otis  Williams,  Second  Assistant. 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Eastman,  First  Female  Assistant. 
Miss  Harriet  N.  Pike,  Miss  A.  B.  Loud, 

Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Stevenson,  Miss  MaryMcGrath,_Sa^es  Hall  Assts. 

Miss  Alice  M.  Poree,  Loiver  Hall  Assistant. 

SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

Mrs.  L.  T.  Burton, -Custodian. 
Appleton  P.  C.  Griffin,  Miss  Maggie  McGrath,  Miss  Ellen  Stevenson  (2Mrt 
timi-.),  Assistants. 

BATES  HALL  CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Joseph  Sj'kes,  Chief.  George  W.  Peck,  Assistant. 

Miss  L.  S.  Norton,  Assistant.  Miss  A.  A.  Nichols,  Assistant. 

Edward  L.  Wilder,  Bunner.  Thomas  H.  Brackett,  Bunner. 

LOWER  HALLS   CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Edward  Capen,  Chief.  Miss  Harriet  R.  Cogswell,  First  Asst. 

Miss  Lizzie  S.  Haley,  Assistant.  Miss  Lydia  F.  Kuowles,  Assistant. 

Misses  Eliza  J.  Mack,  Sarah  A.  Mack. 
Joanna  F.  McCue,  Annie  M.  Kenned}^  Lucy  A.  W.  Ginness  {part  time), 
Henrietta  E.  Mack  {part  time)  Florence  E.  Ginness  {part  time),  Bunncrs. 

Elbridge  Bradshaw,  Outside  Clerh. 

Miss  Carrie  E.  Poree,  Beading  Boom  Attendant. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Cupples,  Beading  Boom  Attendant  {evenings). 

Miss  Jennie  E.  Tyler,  Begistration  Clerk. 

Miss  MatUda  J.  Ross,  Assistant  Begistration  Clerk. 
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JANITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

William  E.  Ford,  Chief.  Thomas  Collins,  Assistant, 

With  extra  temporary  Assistants. 

BINDING  DEPARTMENT. 

William  A.  Howlancl,  Chief.  John  L.  Barnes,  Assistant. 

Mrs.  Martha  Wheeler,  Assistant. 


Note.  —  The  l»indei'ies  of  Orus  Clark  and  Jerome  Seideusticker  are  also 
employed. 

AGENCY   DEPARTMENT. 

Messrs.  William  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Boston. 

Messrs.  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  and  Sampson  Low,  Son  &  Marston,  Boston 
and  London. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Christeru,  and  M.  Charles  Reinwald,  New  York  and  Paris. 
Dr.  Felix  Fliigel,  Leipsic. 
Chev.  Eugenio  Alberi,  Florence. 

SUMMARY. 

Superintendent "...     1 

Accountant .1 

Catalogue  Department 10 

Shelf  Department i 

B.  H.  Circulating  Department 6 

L.  H.  Circulating  Department 16 

Janitorial  Department 2 

Binding  Department 3 

Regularly  employed  in  the  building    .        .        .        .        .        .43 
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APPEOT)IX   XXI. 

REPORT  ON  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

To  the  Superintendent: 

SiE,  —  Since  entering  upon  my  duties  as  Custodian  of  the 
Shelves,  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  I  have  made  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  Library,  and  herewith  present  my 

REPORT. 

That  in  the  Bates  Hall  there  were  missing  from  the 
shelves  at  time  of  examination       ....    3,654  vols. 

Of  these  there  were  found 

Loaned       .......         853 

At  the  Binder's 1,968 

At  the  Desk  (for  reference)        .         .         .         230 
Otherwise  accounted  for      ....         584 

3,635 


Not  at  present  accounted  for 

Books 9 

Pamphlets  ......  10 


19 


Four  of  these  volumes  are  marked  on  the  loan-slips  as  returned, 
and  are  without  doubt  misplaced  in  an  alcove  previously  examined. 
Of  the  remaining  five,  no  trace  has  yet  been  found.  Six  of  the 
missing  pamphlets  were  laid  aside  in  1863  with  several  thousand 
others,  for  separate  binding ;  but  as  a  different  system  has  since 
been  devised,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  have  been  bound  with 
other  pamphlets,  and  the  shelf  number  by  which  each  was  identi- 
fied merged  in  a  new  one,  so  that  they  will  only  be  discovered 
after  having  been  through  the  process  of  cataloguing.  The 
remainder  were  received  at  a  later  date,  but  may  be  accounted  for 
in  a  similar  manner. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Ill 


In  the  Lower  Hall  there  were  missing  from  the  shelves 
at  time  of  examination    ...... 

Loaned      .......       3,491 

At  the  Binder's 325 

Otherwise  accounted  for  ....  886 


Not  at  present  accounted  for 
Fiction     . 

Duplicates  of  Fiction 
Miscellaneous  .         , 


4,772  vols. 


4,702 


30 

27 
13 


70 


All  of  these  missing  volumes  have  been  loaned  during  the  year, 
and  most  of  them  several  times,  as  is  shown  b}"  the  loan-slips. 
Probably  they  will,  at  some  future  time,  appear  on  the  shelves, 
and  their  present  disappearance  be  found  to  have  been  owing  to 
the  wrong  numbering  on  the  cover,  or  to  a  transposition  of  figures, 
or  some  other  error,  in  charging  the  loans. 

Forty  of  the  volumes  reported  missing  last  year  have  appeared 
on  the  shelves  at  the  present  examination. 

The  following  tabular  statement  will  show  the  number  of  books 
missing  from  each  alcove  : 

ol. 


1st  alcove 

4  vols. 

15  th  alcove 

. 

1 

2d       " 

1    " 

16th     " 

• 

3 

4th      " 

5    " 

17th     " 

• 

3 

7th      " 

18    " 

20th     " 

• 

1 

10th    " 

2    " 

Dup's  of  4th  alcove 

13 

12th    " 

1    " 

"             7th 

a 

14 

14th    " 

4    " 

The  large  number  of  volumes  missing  from  the  seventh  alcove 
may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  this  alcove  contains  the  novels 
of  Cooper,  Marryat,  Simms,  and  Mayne  Reid,  which,  being  very 
popular  and  in  constant  use,  often  require  re-covering,  and  are  thus 
more  liable  to  errors  in  numbering. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  T.  BARTON, 

Custodian  of  the  Shelves. 
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NOTE    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    LIBRARIES. 

These  libraries,  where  strictly  public,  were  not  infrequently 
formed  at  the  start  from  some  social  librar}-  which  was  given  to  the 
town  as  a  nucleus  for  a  free  library.  It  is  more  customary  than 
otherwise  with  such  libraries  not  to  require  guarantor's  agreement 
to  make  good  any  loss  the  library  may  experience  from  infractions 
of  the  rules  by  principals,  those  of  small  towns  relying  upon 
the  librarian's  personal  knowledge  of  the  applicants  for  cards  to 
use  the  books.  Minors,  however,  must  be  vouched  for  in  Fall 
River,  Lancaster,  Leominster,  Lynn,  and  some  other -places. 
Barnstable,  Charlestown,  Fitchburg,  Groton,  Hudson,  Peabody, 
Winchendon,  Winchester,  and  perhaps  others,  require  vouchers 
by  their  rules  in  all  cases.  The  library  of  the  Pacific  Mills,  at 
Lawrence,  has  a  hold  upon  the  operative's  wages.  It  is  not  usual 
to  require  any  annual  subscription  in  these  libraries,  when  sup- 
ported by  the  town,  or  largely  so ;  but  at  Chicopee  they  demand 
fifty  cents  a  j'ear,  and  think  it  is  a  good  rale. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  recommended,  these  libraries  often,  as 
far  as  they  can,  accede  to  an}''  reasonable  demand  ;  but  in  many 
cases  no  greater  weight  is  given  to  a  recommendation  because  a 
book  is  absolutel}^  wanted,  fitness  in  the  committee's  ej^es  being 
the  sole  criterion.  Newburyport  reports  that  it  buys  "  frequently  " 
in  answer  to  such  demands.  The  Boston  Athenseum  says  it  buys 
on  an  average  three  out  of  four  that  are  recommended. 

In  the  purchase  of  duplicates,  few  of  these  libraries  have  means 
to  satisfy  the  demands  in  this  way.  Some  of  them  occasionally 
purchase  two  or  three  copies,  as  at  Fitchburg  and  New  Bedford. 
Lynn  goes  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  seven  or  eight.  The  Boston 
Mercantile  Library  once  in  a  while  goes  as  high  as  twelve  copies 
of  a  very  popular  book.  At  the  Boston  Athenneum  the}^  do  not 
ordinarily  duplicate  in  more  than  ten  cases  in  a  year ;  and  the 
usage  at  the  Boston  Library  Society  is  the  same. 
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APPENDIX  XXIY. 

LIBKARIES   IN  ENGLAND. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  thirteen  of  the  Free  town  libra 
ries,  established  under  the  Parliamentar}'  acts  of  1850  and  1855, 
and  from  several  of  the  associated  libraries.     The  details  are  in  a 
few  cases  amended  by  later  printed  reports  of  the  several  libraries. 

1.  When  establisJied?  The  free  library  of  Salford,  one  of  the 
suburbs  of  Manchester,  seems  to  have  been  the  earliest  in  date, 
1850  ;  and  the  two  largest  of  the  free  libraries,  those  of  Manchester 
and  Liverpool,  were  both  started  in  1852,  but  branches  have  since 
been  added  from  time  to  time.  The  third  in  importance,  Birming- 
ham, did  not  begin  till  1861  with  one  lending  library,  but  their 
plan  has  grown  to  embrace  a  reference  collection  and  five  branches 
at  the  present  date.  In  the  precincts  of  London  the  free  library 
scheme  has  not  proved  successful  at  Marylebone,  but  in  the  Parish 
of  St.  Margaret  and  St.  John,  Westminster,  one  was  founded  in 
1857,  and  has  furnished  answers  to  some  of  the  following  ques- 
tions. That  of  Nottingham  is  the  latest  founded  from  which  wc 
have  returns. 

2.  Present  yearly  income,  and  from  what  source,  funds  or  appro- 
priations ;  and  if  from  both,  what  part  from  each?  An  act  of  Parlia- 
ment gives  towns  authority  to  levy  not  over  one  penny  in  the  pound 
valuation  for  the  support  of  free  libraries  and  museums.  The 
munificence  of  William  Brown  gave  Liverpool  a  magnificent  build- 
ing for  its  library,  and  that  wealthy  city  levies  for  its  support  the 
limit  the  law  allows,  which  now  produces  nearly  £8,000  ;  Manches- 
ter, with  the  same  limit,  has  £6,000  ;  Birmingham,  £5,000  ;  Salford, 
with  nearly  that  limit,  £1,760  ;  while  Sheffield,  levying  only  three 
farthings,  has  £1,774.  The  smaller  of  these  libraries  are  supported 
by  different  levies,  as  follows  : 

Birkenhead,  one  penny,  yielding         .....      £800 
Nottingham,  one  penny,  yielding         ....  £1,000 

Walsall,  one  penny,  yielding       .         .         •         •         •         •      £300 
Bolton,  half-penn}^  yielding £430 
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Blackburn,  half-penny,  yielding £350 

St.   Margaret   and   St.   John   (Westminster),   half-penny, 

yielding £2,000 

Cambridge,  three  farthings         ...... 

Oxford,  half-penny,  yielding      .         .         .         •         .         .     £200 

Which  last  is  expended  in  the  reference  department,  while  the  lend- 
ing department,  in  an  exceptional  way,  is  supported  by  a  charge  of 
one  shilling  to  each  user,  and  by  the  fines  accruing  from  the  over- 
detention  of  books.  Birmingham  derives  £200  additional  from 
fines  and  sales  of  catalogues,  and  the  corporation  has  spent  nearly 
£30,000  in  its  building.  Birmingham  has  not  been  materially  as- 
sisted by  private  munificence,  while  Manchester  and  Liverpool 
have. 

3.  Is  it  a  circulating  or  reference  library,  or  both?  The  free 
libraries  are  almost  alwaj^s  of  both  kinds,  though  that  of  Kidder- 
minster is  a  reference  one  only,  and  that  of  Walsall,  in  Stafford- 
shire, circulating  only.  The  larger  ones  have  their  circulating 
department  divided  into  branches,  located  in  different  sections  of 
the  city,  one  being  with  the  reference  collection  ;  thus  Liverpool  has 
two  of  these  branches,  Birmingham  and  Manchester  five  each. 
At  Bolton,  there  was  a  subscription  library  before  the  free  library 
was  founded,  and  although  the  former  is  united  with  the  latter,  it 
is  still  maintained  separately.  The  Manchester  Library  competes 
with  the  Athenaeum  of  that  city,  which  is  almost  wholly  a  circula- 
ting library. 

4.  Total  number  of  volumes,  and  if  divided  into  reference  and 
circulating  departments,  the  number  to  each. 


Bolton 

Birkenhead 

Birmingham 

Blackburn 

Cambridge 

Kidderminster 

Liverpool  . 


Reference. 

Circulating. 

Total. 

15,442 

8,263 

23,705 

10,958 

1,761 

12,719 

22,495 

28,827 

51,322 

6,791 

7,470 

14,270 
13,544 

1,000 

1,000 

47,641 

39,035 

86,676 
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Keference. 

Circulation.       Total. 

London,  St. 

Margarets,  etc.         .         .         300 

6,600         6,900 

Manchester 

86,444 

Nottingham 

12,000 

Oxford       . 

.         .         .       4,000 

3,700         7,700 

Salford      . 

...         .     21,000 

11,000       32,000 

Sheffield     . 

3,127 

24,922       28,049 

Walsall      . 

5,020         5,020 

At  Birmingham  the  central  circulating  libra 

an  mnnv  volmnfia  ac  fho  r>f  h  or  lirnn^'haa 

ry  has  about  twice 

5.    Average  yearly  increase  of  last  three  years. 


Bolton 


860  vols.     London,  St.  Margarets,  etc.     2,000 


Birkenhead  .  700 
Blackburn  .  1,200 
Kidderminster  20  to  30 
Liverpool  .     2,100 


Manchester 
Oxford 
Salford 
Sheffield     . 


2,500 
150 
400 

1,300 


6.  Are  you  'particularly  strong  in  any  specially  and  ivhat?  As 
a  general  thing  these  libraries  establish  a  due  proportion  of 
every  class  of  books,  and  strive  to  keep  the  proportions  the  same, 
history  naturally  preponderating  ordinarily,  or  sharing  such  pre- 
ponderance with  local  matters,  several  of  them  striving,  as  at 
Nottingham,  to  garner  up  all  that  pertains  to  their  region.  Liver- 
pool is  thought  to  be  strong  in  topography,  and  Birmingham  in 
science  and  the  arts,  though  the  latter  library  is  founding  a 
Shakespearian  collection,  as  of  Warwickshire  interest,  which  must 
become  of  the  utmost  importance. 

7.  What  proportion  of  your  use  of  books  is  in  novels?  This 
naturally  varies  according  to  the  policy  maintained  of  adding 
freely  or  scantily  of  current  fiction  in  their  circulating  depart- 
ments. The  use  is  large  even  in  the  reference  department,  where 
extensive  additions  of  this  class  are  made,  as  at  Liverpool,  and 
the  proportion  is  correspondingly  small  where  the  opposite  plan 
is  pursued,  as  at  Manchester.  At  Salford,  where  their  purchases 
of  fiction  are  ninety  per  cent,  in  their  circulating  department  and 
ten  per  cent,  in  their  reference  library,  the  use  of  such  books  is 
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in  ju^t  the  same  ratio.  In  many  of  the  libraries,  the  plan  of  the 
British  Museum  is  followed,  of  binding  all  three-volume  novels 
in  one  ;  and  in  some  libraries,  the  two  and  three  volumes  making 
a  novel  are  issued  as  one  volume,  even  when  bound  separately. 
In  these  libraries  the  class  fiction  is  not  always  kept  account  of 
strictly,  and  the  estimate  is  made  from  judging  of  the  proper  pro- 
portion of  classes  called  sometimes  "  Light  Literature,"  and  some- 
times, "Polygraphy." 

At  Manchester,  while  they  report  the  use  as  small  in  the  refer- 
ence department,  it  is  given  as  55  per  cent,  in  the  circulating 
libraries  ;  at  Liverpool,  it  is  33  per  cent,  in  the  reference  depart- 
ment, and  73  per  cent,  in  the  circulating ;  at  ShefBeld,  as  42  per 
cent. ;  at  Birmingham,  as  40  per  cent. ;  at  Blackburn,  as  66  per 
cent. ;  at  Bolton,  as  50  per  cent. ;  at  Nottingham,  as  33  per  cent. ;  at 
Birkenhead,  as  25  per  cent.,  etc. 

At  the  associated  libraries,  the  use  is  in  corresponding  propor- 
tions. The  Carlisle  Mechanics  Institute  reports  a  large  use  in 
novels ;  that  of  Liverpool,  33  per  cent. ;  and  the  Atheuseum  of 
Manchester  more  than  50  per  cent. 

7a.  What  proportion  of  your  use  is  in  juveniles?  Several  of 
these  libraries  have  separate  departments  for  younger  readers. 
That  of  London,  St.  Margarets,  etc.,  has  1,000  volumes,  and  is  open 
evenings  during  the  winter  months  for  youths  under  17  years. 
Nottingham  has  1,000  of  juvenile  books  out  of  12,000  in  the 
whole  librar3^  Two-thirds  of  the  use  of  the  reference  library  of 
Kidderminster  is  in  such  books.  At  Birkenhead  they  are  about 
establishing  a  youth's  department,  to  see  if  they  can  diminish  the 
use  of  novels  in  the  general  collection. 

8.  What  is  your  total  use  of  books  f  Of  these  what  part  is  used 
in  the  building  07ily?  Li  many  of  these  libraries,  the  current  peri- 
odicals are  issued  in  numbers  as  they  appear,  and  these  count  in 
the  aggregates  ;  and  with  those  libraries  having  the  British  patent 
specifications  and  drawings,  it  is  sometimes  the  custom  to  count 
each  specification  issued,  and  to  reckon  all  in  the  volume  as 
being  used  when  they  are  bound  in  volumes  and  are  issued  in 
that  way. 

12* 
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Total.        Used  in  Building. 


Bolton          .... 

112,607 

39,012 

Birkenhead 

71,406 

10,285 

Birmingham 

359,262 

224,709* 

Blackburn    .... 

30,046 

3,262 

Liverpool     .... 

988,891 

565,344  (1982  daily) 

London,     St.  Margarets,  etc. 

38,656 

16,698 

Manchester 

807,664 

357,048t 

Nottingham 

160,000 

Oxford         .... 

18,790 

7,580 

Salford        .... 

128,336 

64,663 

Sheffield      .... 

183,104 

18,020 

Walsall        .... 
K„ J- ^j?  J.1 i'i ?_. 

41,000 

-1.! i-l, /»-1 _^ 

The  great  use  of  these  libraries  is  diminishing  the  usefulness  of 
associated  libraries  in  the  same  neighborhood.  The  library  of  the 
Mechanics  Institution  of  Liverpool,  although  a  collection  of  10,- 
000  volumes,  shows  only  a  use  of  700,  with  100  of  these  used  in. 
the  building. 

9.  How  many  people  are  using  your  library  ?  This  is  a  very 
difficult  matter,  both  to  get  at  and  to  make  comparisons  upon. 
Owing  to  deaths,  removals,  etc.,  a  registration,  continuous  for 
several  years,  will  contain  a  large  proportion  of  present  non- users. 
They  say  at  Sheffield  22,624  tickets  are  now  out,  and  their  library 
has  been  going  for  more  than  twenty  years,  but  it  does  not  appear 
how  often  their  registration  is  reformed.  They  quote  again  their 
reading  visitors  for  the  year,  as  at  Salford,  90,000  ;  and  at  Liver- 
pool, 800,000  ;  the  London,  St.  Margarets,  library,  has  registered 
6,134  different  persons  in  ten  years.  At  Bolton,  they  say  1,700 
cards  are  out  for  their  circulating  library,  and  100  persons  daily 
visit  the  reference  collection.  Blackburn  reports  4,000  users ; 
Nottingham,  5,000  ;  Walsall,  2,000. 

*  Of  this  number,  115,650  were  counted  on  the  issues  of  the  Patents,  and 
66,457  on  the  issue  of  current  numbers  of  periodicals,  leaving  52,602  for 
books. 

t  This  issue,  throwing  out  those  of  the  Patents,  is  reduced  to  122,384, 
—the  largest  in  one  day  being  892  volumes  to  460  readers. 
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10.  Do  you  require  pecuniary  guarantees  from  those  who  take 
books  away  ?  The  custom  with  these  libraries  is  to  require  each 
applicant  to  produce  a  voucher,  signed  by  two  burgesses,  rate- 
payers or  householders,  guaranteeing  the  library  against  loss  before 
the  right  to  draw  books  will  be  accorded.  Ordinarily,  the  use  of 
books  in  the  building  is  open  to  all  without  such  interposition. 
Manchester  and  Nottingham  require  only  one  signature.  Sheffield 
is  the  only  library  where  the  preliminary  certificate  is  simply  a 
recommendation. 

11.  How  many  books  do  you  lose  from  the  unfaithfulness  of 
borrowers  ?  The  vouchers  required,  as  explained  under  query  No. 
10,  almost  entirely  protect  these  libraries  from  loss,  as  the  sureties 
are  looked  to  in  case  of  loss.  Some  libraries  report  losses  of  from 
one  to  six  volumes  a  j^ear,  usually  arising  from  the  removal  of  both 
user  and  surety  from  town.  Liverpool  reports  an  uncompensated 
loss  of  thirty  in  a  circulation  of  over  400,000.  Sheffield,  where  no 
absolute  guaranty  is  required,  reports  thirty  in  165,000  issues.  The 
central  branch,  at  Birmingham,  out  of  an  issue  of  176,000,  reports 
fifteen  lost  by  default  of  both  borrowers  and  guarantors. 

12.  Hoio  many  are  worn  out  in  a  year?  The  figures  under  this 
head  are  necessarily  cumulative  as  regards  any  library,  as  every 
year's  service  carries  forward  every  book  with  different  progress 
towards  an  ultimate  state  for  condemnation.  The  Bolton  Library 
reports  eight  hundred  and  ninety" -nine  worn  out  in  fifteen  years. 
Birkenhead,  established  in  1856,  and  Blackburn  in  1860,  each 
report  fifty  worn  out  annually.  Liverpool,  with  a  much  larger  use 
and  more  volumes,  after  sixteen  years,  reports  one  hundred  and 
twenty  condemned  a  year,  now.  Even  the  reference  collection  at 
Kidderminster,  established  in  1855,  now  experiences  a  loss  of  eight 
or  ten  a  jear  from  great  use.  The  London,  St.  Margarets,  etc., 
reports  two  to  three  hundred,  and  this  library  was  begun  in  1857. 
Salford,  started  in  1860,  now  reports  sixty.  Birmingham,  with  an 
annual  use  now  of  over  300,000,  has  from  1,500  to  2,000  condemned 
yearly. 

13.  Vi' hat  proportion  of  your  purchases  are  novels?  In  several 
of  these  libraries,  the  usual  proportion  of  novels  in  their  increase 
is  about  one-third.    At  Bolton  it  is  50  per  cent. ;  at  Birmingham  20 
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per  cent.,  few  or  none  being  added  co  their  reference  department ;  at 
Sheffield  novels  form  16  per  cent,  of  their  library. 

Some  of  the  associated  libraries  obviate  the  necessity  of  buy- 
ing largely  of  this  class  of  books,  by  paying  a  fixed  sum  to 
Mudie's  or  some  other  London  library,  which  furnishes  them  to  any 
extent  desired  with  duplicates  of  popular  books,  to  be  withdrawn 
when  the  demand  slackens.  The  Manchester  Athenasum,  besides 
making  one-third  of  its  purchas3s  in  this  line,  pays  these  London 
libraries  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  annually  for  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  such  ephemeral  works  to  satisfy  any  demand  they 
may  have. 

14.  Of  your  yearly  accessions,  what  part  are  donations?  These 
libraries  as  a  general  thing  receive  few  donations,  and  it  is  the  ex- 
perience at  the  larger  one  that  they  are  not  of  much  value,  always 
excepting,  in  cases  where  they  are  given,  the  Patent  Documents 
and  Parliamentary  papers.  At  Salford  perhaps  a  quarter  of  their 
increase  is  such  ;  at  Bolton,  a  fifth  ;  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  Oxford 
Public  Library,  the  greater  part ;  and  so  at  Kidderminster,  nearly 
all  of  their  reference  collection,  which  has  so  large  a  proportion 
and  use  of  novels,  is  of  this  kind,  being  doubtless  the  leavings  of 
its  towns-people's  promiscuous  reading. 

15.  Are  your  catalogues  printed  or  manuscript ;  and  if  manu- 
script, do  you  use  the  card  system,  or  some  other?  The  returns  indi- 
cate that  the  catalogues  are  ordinarily  printed,  with  manuscript 
additions,  and  occasional  supplements  in  some  cases.  The  Birken- 
head librarian  says  his  experience  is  not  in  favor  of  the  usual 
alphabetical  catalogue  of  authors  for  free  libraries,  but  prefers  one 
of  subjects,  with  an  index  of  authors,  editors,  etc.  The  card  system 
is  used  in  some  cases  for  convenience  in  the  library.  No  mention 
is  made  of  printed  bulletins  of  accessions,  other  than  occasional 
supplements  may  supply  such  ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  li- 
brary keeps  a  daily  list  of  current  additions.  The  custom  of  Shef- 
field, where  purchases  are  ordered  by  a  committee  once  a  month, 
whereby  new  books  instead  of  being  added  on  the  day  of  issue  may 
be  a  month  old  before  they  are  received,  seems  to  prevail  gener- 
ally, and  to  give  little  occasion  for  a  list  of  fresh  reading  promptly 
put  forth. 
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16.  Have  you  a  reading-room  for  periodicals  and  newspapers  f 
and  hoio  many  of  each  kind  do  you  provide?  The  largest  of  these 
libraries  usually  have  such  reading-room,  and  supply  newspapers, 
local  and  metropolitan,  as  well  as  magazines  of  various  kinds. 
The  lesser  ones  expose  them  on  tables.  At  Manchester,  only  a 
few  of  the  more  popular  are  kept  on  tables,  the  most  being  deliv- 
ered upon  the  slips  in  use  in  getting  books.  Salford  reports  that 
political  newspapers  are  not  taken  in  among  the  number  regularly 
supplied  there.  Liverpool  reports  eighty  periodicals  and  news- 
papers on  its  list, 

17.  Do  you  issue  printed  reports  yearly,  or  at  other  times? 
The  following  issue  yearly  reports,  —  Bolton,  Birkenhead,  Birming- 
ham, Blackburn,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Nottingham,  Oxford,  Sal- 
ford,  Sheffield,  and  Walsall.  The  St.  Margarets,  etc.,  London,  has 
done  so  occasionally  ;  the  Kidderminster  never. 

18.  What  is  your  library  staff?  Birmingham,  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  report  the  most  extensive  service, —  a  head  librarian, 
four  or  five  assistants,  and  ten  to  fifteen  lower  assistants,  chiefiy 
boys.  We  have  no  details  of  the  catalogue  department  of  either  of 
these  libraries,  and  this  work  is  in  some  cases  probably  done  by 
experts  from  London. 

19.  Do  you  cover  your  hooks?  In  all  cases  reported,  the  reply 
is  No,  except  from  Bolton  and  Walsall.  The  superintendent  at 
Salford  considers  it  a  "  dirty  plan,"  and  that  "it  spoils  a  good 
library."  The  librarian  of  Bolton],thinks  it  enables  them  to  detect 
such  as  abuse  the  books  by  uncleanly  keeping ;  and  he  says  that 
in  certain  degrees  of  soiling,  books  are  kept  from  circulation  till 
new  covers  are  put  on. 

20.  How  many  sale  duplicates  have  you?  Birmingham  alone 
reports  any  (100),  and  those  with  branch  lending  libraries  say  that 
they  are  disposed  of  in  such  departments. 

21.  How  large  is  your  pamphlet  collection^  and  is  it  catalogued? 
None  of  these  libraries  have  done  much  in  preserving  pamphlets, 
apparently  leaving  it  to  the  larger  and  older  libraries.  Birming- 
ham reports  its  habit  to  bind  as  volumes  all  "  worth  keeping." 
Manchester  reports  that  it  has  "  a  good  collection"  catalogued  in 
their  printed  volume.  Salford  reports  its  collection  as  "  not  large, 
but  bound  in  volumes  and  catalogued." 
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22.  How  freely  do  yo^i  buy  particular  hooTcs  loJiich  you  are  asked 
ty  your  frequenters  to  purchase?  Not  one  of  these  libraries  seem 
to  recognize  a  public  necessity  in  getting  promptly  any  unobjection- 
able book  which  may  be  wanted.  A  proposition  book  is  laid  before  a 
committee  once  a  month  ;  perhaps,  as  at  Bolton,  two-thirds  of  its 
titles  are  approved,  but  at  Birmingham  such  only  are  approved  as 
seem  to  the  committee  "  of  permanent  use,"  though  at  Liverpool 
the  committee  "  buy  nearly  always,  if  the  books  are  good,"  and 
at  Manchester  the  same  monthly  process  prevails.  Some  of  the 
minor  libraries  buy  only  once  a  j^ear  ;  and  others,  the  withdrawn 
books  of  the  large  London  circulating  libraries,  which  can  be  got 
at  a  large  discount,  giving  preference  to  good  editions  with  large 
margins,  for  convenience  in  successive  bindings. 

23.  Is  your  library  open  evenings'?  and  for  ivhat  Jwursf  The 
morning  opening  of  these  libraries  is  about  equally  divided  between 
9  and  10  o'clock.  The  time  for  closing  varies.  Nine  is  the^usual  hour 
Liverpool  reports  10  o'clock,  but  Manchester  says  9  o'clock.  Sheffield 
keeps  its  lending  library  open  till  9  ;  its  reference  hall  till  9.30. 

24.  What  part  of  the  year  is  your  librqry  closed?  Is  it  closed 
annually  for  examination?  Liverpool  is  the  only  library  which 
reports  a  negative  to  both  questions.  Manchester  takes  three  days 
each  quarter  for  the  reference  library,  and  eight  days  a  year  for 
each  lending  branch.  Birmingham  does  not  close  its  reference 
collection  at  all,  but  takes  fourteen  days  at  Christmas,  and  the 
same  at  mid-summer  for  the  branches.  Sheffield  does  the  same. 
Salford  limits  the  time  in  the  lending  department  to  three  days  each 
quarter.  Some  of  the  lesser  libraries  don't  close  at  all,  some  take 
part  of  a  day  or  week,  and  others  a  week  or  so  during  the  year. 

25.  Are  your  boohs  arranged  by  classifications,  and  how  minute 
are  these  classifications?  In  no  instance  are  their  divisions  by 
countries,  as  is  partly  the  case  with  us.  A  few  of  the  lesser 
libraries  have  nothing  but  an  alphabetical  arrangement.  Oxford 
calls  everything  not  a  tale  or  novel  of  the  class  Miscellaneous. 
Liverpool  makes  fifteen  general  classes  ;  Manchester  but  six,  with 
various  subdivisions ;  Sheffield,  fourteen,  with  no  subdivisions. 
Where  any  attempt  is  made,  the  scheme  of  Manchester  seems  to 
be  more  commonly  followed.  See  table  opposite  p.  192  of  Edwards 
on  Free  Libraries. 
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26.  7s  there  any  rival  library  in  your  neighborJiood  which  mate- 
rially prevents  a  larger  use  of  yours  f  From  the  free  public  libraries, 
the  response  is  iu  every  case  ia  the  negative.  Manchester  reports 
that  there  is  no  influence  to  decrease  their  circulation,  notwith- 
standing the  neighboring  free  library  of  Salford,  the  Chetham, 
some  twelve  or  more  libraries  connected  with  institutions,  Mudie's 
subscription  library',  and  about  a  hundred  lesser  ones  of  the  sort. 
Birmingham  reports  that  there  are  in  that  city  2,000  one  guinea 
subscribers  to  various  libraries,  but  instead  of  impeding  one  another 
as  rivals,  they  help  each  other.  Sheffield  says  they  have  a  large 
and  old  established  circulating  library  in  the  next  building,  but  it 
does  not  influence  their  usefulness.  Birkenhead  reports  that  the 
circulating  library  of  a  neighboring  bookseller  has  increased  its 
business  since  the  establishment  of  the  free  library  ;  while  Bolton 
says  that  the  issues  of  the  Mechanics  Institute  Library  in  that 
town  have  materially  decreased  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Liver- 
pool Mechanics'  Institute  writes,  "  Free  public  libraries  have 
almost  abolished  the  necessity  of  such  a  library  as  ours.  Before 
the  establishment  of  these,  it  was  well  used.  It  is  now  to  all  prac- 
tical purposes  defunct." 

27.  Between  what  ages  are  most  of  your  frequenters?  The  reply 
from  the  free  libraries  is  almost  invariably  "  from  14  or  15  to  20 
or  25  years  of  age."  Salford  reports  two-thirds  of  its  borrowers 
young.     Birkenhead  has  779  youths  to  3,000  adults  in  its  list. 

28.  What  is  your  system  of  charging  hooks  to  borrowers?  The 
purport  of  this  query  was  in  most  cases  misunderstood.  The  detail 
wanted  came,  however,  from  Birmingham  and  Manchester,  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  a  slip  system  of  charging  issues  is  in  use  any- 
where among  these  libraries.  Both  the  libraries  above-named  use 
a  day-book,  in  which  each  day's  issues  are  entered  in  the  order  of 
issue,  the  record  preserving  the  progressive  number  in  the  day's 
work,  the  location-number  of  the  book,  and  the  number  of  the  bor- 
rowers' card.  Slips  pasted  in  the  back  cover  of  the  book  have  at 
the  same  time  entered  upon  them  the  date  and  corresponding  pro- 
gressive number,  and  when  the  book  is  returned  these  data  direct 
the  receiver  to  the  entry  in  the  day-book,  so  that  it  can  be  can- 
celled.    At  Manchester  another  book  is  added,  which  enables  them 
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to  get  the  same  class  of  statistics  we  find  presented  to  us  by  the 
daily  assortment  of  returned  slips.  This  is  called  a  "  stock-and- 
issue  book,"  which  serves  the  purpose  of  shelf-lists,  in  account- 
ing for  books  at  the  periodic  examinations.  Short  titles  are  entered 
in  this  in  the  progressive  order  of  their  location  numbers.  Every 
morning  the  day-book  record  of  the  preceding  daj''  is  read  aloud 
by  an  attendant,  who  gives  the  location  number  of  each  issue. 
By  this  another  finds  the  record  in  the  "  stock-and-issue  book,"' 
and  notes  against  it  briefly  the  date.  By  a  similar  reading  the 
entry  of  date  is  crossed  out  when  the  book  is  returned,  and  if 
the  same  book  is  immediately  issued  again,  when  this  new  issue  is 
noted,  the  old  one  is  cancelled. 

29.  How  freely  do  you  buy  duplicates  of  popular  books?  The 
branch  library  system  of  the  larger  libraries  partially  obviates  the 
necessity  of  increasing  duplicates  in  each  branch.  Birmingham 
buys  up  to  six  ;  Manchester  puts  two  or  three  copies  at  most  in 
each  branch  ;  Liverpool  very  seldom  more  than  one  copy.  Where 
there  are  no  branches,  as  at  Sheffield  and  Nottingham,  they  go  up 
in  some  cases  as  high  as  six  or  eight  copies  ;  Blackburn,  two  or 
three  ;  Salford,  three,  etc.  At  some  of  the  minor  libraries,  where 
the  custom  is  to  issue  three-volume  novels  as  one  book,  they  give 
out  only  one  volume  at  a  time  in  cases  of  more  than  the  usual 
popular  demand. 

Some  of  the  associated  libraries  avoid  the  necessity  of  buying 
such  by  subscribing  at  Mudie's,  in  London,  by  which  they  get 
a  stipulated  number  of  copies  of  new  books  lent  them.  The 
library  (40,000  volumes)  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  So- 
ciety of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  pays  Mudie,  for  instance,  £180 
yearly,  and  is  entitled  to  a  dozen  copies  of  all  new  books. 
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LIBRARIES   IN   CONTINENTAL   EUROPE. 
A  portion  of  the  returns  from  these  Libraries  can  be  best  tabu- 
lated in  this  wise  : 
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6.  Are  you  particularly  strong  in  any  specialty,  and  what? 
The  Dresden  Library  seems  to  be  constituted  more  in  accordance 
with  the  schemes  prevalent,  largely  by  necessity,  in  the  fashioning 
of  a  large  library  with  us,  for  the  report  places  History  and  its 
material  first,  and  modern  polite  literature  second.  The  Berlin 
Library  reports  itself  as  "  generally"  strong.  The  Hamburg  City 
Library  is  devoting  its  main  efforts,  very  properly,  to  illustrating 
its  local  history.  Munich  presents  relatively  the  greater  strength 
in  Sclavonian  literature,  and  ZPpsala  naturally  in  Swedish. 
Leyden  is  remarkable  for  its  Latin  and  Arabic  Manuscripts.  At 
Bonn  it  is  the  old  classics  ;  at  Breslau,  Theology  and  such  clas- 
sics. At  Treves,  the  library  being  formed  by  uniting  university, 
Jesuit  and  monastic  collections,  it  is  rich  in  manuscripts  of  the 
middle  ages  and  incunabula.  Strasbourg  is  rich  in  history.  Ghent 
puts  jurisprudence  first,  then  belles-lettres  ;  and  the  annual  allowance 
of  money  granted  this  library  is  divided  so  that  one-sixth  goes  for 
administrative  expenses,  two-sixths  for  purchases,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  faculty,  in  the  sciences  ;  and  one-sixth  each  is  allowed 
for  this  purpose  to  each  of  the  faculties  of  philosophy  (including 
general  literature),  law  and  medicine.  Tournay,  being  originally 
the  library  of  the  Cathedral,  is  richest  in  theology. 

7.  13.  19.  29.  What  proportion  of  your  use  is  in  novels?  In 
juveniles?  What  proportion  of  your  purchases  are  novels?  Do  you 
cover  your  books  ?  How  freely  do  you  buy  duplicates  of  popular  books  ? 
With  the  single  exception  of  Munich,  these  libraries  show  of 
course  a  constitution  in  relation  to  popular  wants  far  different 
from  our  own.  They  have  little  of  this  kind  of  book,  seldom  buy 
them,  or  only  such  from  various  languages  as  are  used  for  philo- 
logical purposes,  though  Upsala  reports  a  large  collection,  which 
has  come  from  donations.  Hamburg  confines  itself  to  such  as  are 
printed  in  that  city.  Bremen  buys  none  whatever.  Where  the 
magnitude  of  the  library,  and  the  general  character,  as  at  Berlin, 
render  the  possession  of  them  a  creditable  necessity,  every  effort 
is  made  to  check  any  use  of  them,  and  also  of  plays,  poems  and 
polite  literature  generally,  except  for  literary  purposes,  as  issues 
are  made  of  them  only  on  this  ground.  At  Munich,  however, 
between  three  and  four  hundred  florins  are  spent  yearly  on  novels 
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in  various  langiicages.  As  to  tlie  use  of  them,  the  Director  replies  : 
"  This  question  cannot  be  answered,  because  we  keep  no  account ; 
but  the  demand  for  novels  is  unfortunately  very  large,  and  larger 
than  it  should  be.  Juvenile  books  we  do  not  have,  or  only  such 
as  come  to  us  under  the  copyright  law  ;  but  they  are  seldom  lent 
out,  on  account  of  the  wear  to  which  they  would  come.  Although 
at  liberty  to  come  here,  the  lower  classes  keep  away  entirely,  and 
find  their  wants  supplied  in  other  directions.  We  have  accordingly 
no  need  of  duplicates  of  popular  books,  and  only  supply  the 
library  with,  in  some  cases,  an  extra  copy  or  two  of  much-sought 
works  in  the  higher  departments."  As  a  matter  of  course  this 
last  determination  about  popular  duplicates  prevails  in  all  these 
libraries  ;  and  further,  with  the  exception  of  Bremen,  they  seem  to 
have  no  occasion  to  cover  their  books,  and  only  one  other,  Leyden, 
reports  that  some  most  in  use  are  protected  in  this  way. 

9.  10.  11.  12.  27.  How  many  jjeople  are  using  your  library?  Do 
you  require  pecuniary  guaranties  from  those  who  take  books  aivayf 
How  many  books  do  you  lose  from  the  unfaithfulness  of  borrowers  ? 
Hoio  many  are  worn  out  in  a  year  9  Between  what  ages  are  most  of 
your  frequenters  9  The  number  of  people  frequenting  these  libraries 
is  never  accurately  known.  Berlin  reports  some  hundreds  daily. 
At  Bonn  the  entire  number  of  different  persons  for  the  year  is  put 
at  1,000,  of  which  eight  hundred  are  students  of  the  university. 
Basel,  Leyden  and  Hamburg  report  about  three  hundred  different 
frequenters  each  ;  Bremen  about  six  hundred ;  Mentz,  four  hundred  ; 
Strasbourg,  three  hundred  and  fifty  borrowers,  and  four  hundred  to 
five  hundred  readers  in  the  building.  Ghent  reports  forty  to  fifty 
readers  a  day.  Tournay  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  borrowers  and 
four  hundred  readers  in  the  building. 

These  libraries  require  invariably  a  guaranty  from  all  outside  of 
prescribed  ranks  or  relationship  to  the  library,  and  their  rules  often 
describe  the  exact  officials  whose  warrant  is  sufficient.  House- 
holders are  sometimes  substituted,  as  at  Breslau.  The  stringent 
requirements  of  the  rules  at  Munich  have  been  much  relaxed  of  late 
years,  and  burghers  of  solid  character  are  recognized  of  right,  even 
when  not  of  civil  position.  At  Bonn  the  students,  who  naturally  at 
University   libraries   form   a  large  part   of   the   fx'cquenters,  are 
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vouched  for  by  the  professors.  At  some  a  deposit  of  money  is 
sometimes  taken,  but  at  Berlin  this  is  strictly  prohibited.  The  card 
issued  to  borrowers  at  the  latter  library  bears  an  explicit  agreement 
of  the  bearer  that  all  books  borrowed  shall  be  carefully  handled  and 
not  defaced  in  any  way,  while  the  slip  used  in  getting  the  books 
states  that  it  is  expressly  understood  that  any  borrower  not  reporting 
defect  or  injur}'-  to  a  book  within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  receiv- 
ing it  will  be  held  answerable  for  the  same. 

The  losses  under  these  conditions  are  very  few,  and  all  are 
usually  made  good  hy  either  borrower  or  guarantor.  Berlin  reports 
few  if  any  losses  ;  Dresden  says  they  experience  at  most  not  over 
one  book  lost  in  a  year  ;  Leyden  reports  ten  in  forty  years  ;  Treves, 
very  seldom  even  one ;  Strasbourg,  one  in  three  years ;  Upsala, 
none  in  ten  years  ;  Bremen,  six  in  the  same  space  of  time ;  and 
Tournay  less  than  three  yearly. 

Worn  out  books  naturally  almost  never  occur  in  libraries  with- 
out popular  use  ;  at  most,  a  few  volumes  rebound  during  the  year 
will  compensate  all  wear.  Mentz,  however,  reports  four  to  ten  worn 
out  yearly. 

The  frequenters  at  these  libraries  used  by  students  are  mostly 
of  that  class,  and  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  twenty-four, 
or  in  few  cases  up  to  thirty' ;  while  outside  of  this  class  there  seems 
to  be  no  definite  way  of  ascertaining  the  usual  ages  of  people 
using  the  libraries.  Bremen  reports  its  frequenters  "  young  men." 
Mentz  saj's  "  the  most  are  quite  young  or  old  men."  Strasbourg 
reports  "  between  twenty  and  thix-ty-five ;  "  Tournay,  "  between 
twenty-five  and  fifty." 

15.  21.  Are  your  catalogues  printed  or  manuscript,  and  if 
manuscript,  do  you  use  the  card  system  or  some  other  9  How  large  is 
your  pamphlet  collection,  and  is  it  catalogued?  As  a  rule  in  these 
libraries,  the  catalogues  are  not  now  printed,  though  some  have  had 
such  in  past  times.  At  Breslau  the  alphabetical  catalogue  is  in 
160  volumes,  the  classed  catalogue  in  86,  and  those  of  the  manu- 
scripts and  incunabula  in  one  each  ;  that  of  the  latter  class  only 
being  on  cards.  At  Berlin  each  title  is  entered  in  an  official 
chronological  register  [accessions  catalogue]  ;  in  the  alphabetical 
catalogue,  now  embracing  800  volumes,  and   again  in  the  classed 
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catalogue,  which  is  supplied  also  with  indexes.  At  Bremen  they 
have  had  no  printed  catalogue  since  1833  ;  their  classed  catalogue  is 
entirely  of  later  date  and  wholly  written  ;  while  they  have  a  card 
catalogue  in  progress  for  their  new  alphabetical  enumeration.  At 
Bonn  the  two  catalogues  of  alphabetical  and  classed  character  are 
each  kept  tip,  the  latter  on  cards.  At  Dresden  folios  are  used,  but 
they  are  now  making  both  alphabetical  and  subject-matter  cata- 
logues on  cards.  At  Ghent  the  last  catalogue  of  their  manuscripts, 
800  in  number,  was  printed  in  1852.  The  alphabetical  catalogue 
of  their  printed  books  is  in  18  great  registers,  each  given  to  some 
classification.  They  have  also,  on  detached  sheets,  one  general 
alphabetical  catalogue  of  the  whole  collection.  At  Hamburg  the 
alphabetical  catalogue  makes  33  thick  folios,  and  the  classed  cata- 
logue 350  folios,  though  they  are  now  substituting  a  card  system 
for  the  latter.  At  Leyclen  they  use  a  combination  card-and-print 
system,  which  seems  to  be  well  devised.  The  titles  are  printed  on 
sheets  of  thin  paper.  They  are  then  cut  out  and  pasted  on  five 
sets  of  cards,  which  are  then  distributed  among  the  five  catalogue 
series  which  are  regularly  kept  up,  viz  : 

1.  Alphabetical  catalogue  for  public  use. 

2.  Ditto  for  oflScial  use. 

3.  Systematic,  or  classed  catalogue. 

4.  Series,  or  stand  catalogue  [shelf-lists]. 

5.  Accessions  catalogue. 

At  Strasbourg  their  classed  catalogue  is  in  83  folios  ;  and  they 
are  making  an  alphabetical  catalogue  on  cards.  At  Tournay 
they  are  now  printing  a  complete  catalogue,  which  will  make 
five  volumes  ;  and  their  service  catalogues  are  two  in  manuscript, 
one  a  register  and  the  other  on  cards. 

At  Munich  the  only  printed  catalogue  they  have  is  an  incom- 
plete one  of  the  manuscripts,  embracing  10,600  of  their  27,000  ; 
while  their  catalogue  of  books  is  written,  and  of  three  kinds. 
I.  An  alphabetical  general  catalogue,  which  down  to  1839  is 
in  bound  folios,  and  since  that  date  is  kept  on  sheets.  II.  A 
shelf  catalogue,  in  bound  volumes.  III.  A  general  class  catalogue 
in  progress.     At  Upsala  the  folio  system  is  used. 

The  treatment  of  pamphlets  varies  in  the  several  libraries. 
13* 
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At  Berlin  tliey  are  all  catalogued  ;  but  at  Basel  the  reverse  is 
the  case.  Of  the  100,000  at  Bonn,  the  greater  part  are  cata- 
logued. At  Dresden  they  are  kept  iu  boxes,  and  at  Munich  in 
bound  volumes,  either  bound  singly  or  by  series,  scattered  in 
their  proper  places  according  to  the  classifications  of  the  library. 
At  Upsala  they  are  catalogued,  and  when  forming  regular  series 
bound  ;  otherwise  they  are  kept  in  boxes  together. 

16.  Have  you  a  reading  room  for  -periodicals  and  neivspapers, 
and  lioio  many  of  each  do  you providef  As  a  general  thing  such 
a  room  is  not  provided  in  these  libraries.  Berlin,  however,  fur- 
nishes one  on  a  grand  scale,  with  600  different  periodicals  in 
all  languages.  At  Ley  den  there  is  one  with  350,  and  at  Basel 
one  with  132  periodicals ;  newspapers  are  invariably  omitted. 
The  Munich  Library  also  has  a  collection  of  about  600  in  its 
reading  room,  beside  62  newspapers,  chiefly  Bavarian,  received 
under  the  copyright  law. 

20.  HoiD  many  sale  duplicates  have  youf  Munich  names  the 
largest  figures  50,000,  which  they  report  are  considered  more  as 
waste-paper  than  otherwise,  as  the  best  part  of  their  extraordina- 
rily rich  duplicate  collection  has  been  sold.  Basel  names  5,000  ; 
Hamburg  several  thousand ;  while  Dresden  reports  very  few. 
Treves  has  had  by  the  union  of  the  several  libraries  which  com- 
pose its  town  library  many  duplicates,  which  they  are  selling  by 
degrees. 

22.  How  freely  do  you  huy  particular  books  which  you  are  asked 
by  your  frequenters  to  p>urchase  9  Proposition  books  are  not  uncom- 
mon in  these  libraries,  and  they  are  put  at  stated  times  before 
commissions  ;  or  in  the  university  libraries  books  are  bought  at  the 
instance  of  the  professors  ;  but  it  would  seem  that  at  Berlin  any 
requirement  of  this  kind  can  be  promptly  met,  as  the  personal 
judgment  of  Dr.  Pertz  is  only  required.  Director  Halm,  of  the 
Munich  Library,  writes  that  their  collection  is  now  so  large  and 
strong  in  every  department  that  such  requests  are  not  of  frequent 
occurrence  ;  but  that  they  meet  such  as  come  in,  if  the  book  is  of 
sterling  value.  At  Bremen  they  "  take  particular  care  to  purchase 
such  books."  The  librarian  at  Strasbourg  writes,  "  such  a  case  has 
never  happened,  since  I  have  been  in  charge." 
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23.  24.  Is  your  library  open  evenings?  What  x>cirt  of  the  year 
is  your  library  closed  ?  Is  it  closed  annually  for  examination  ?  In 
no  instance,  Strasbourg  excepted,  are  these  libraries  open  in 
the  evening ;  and  in  the  daj^time  the  opening  is  confined  to  two  or 
three  hours,  or  at  most  to  six  or  seven.  They  are  usually  closed 
from  three  to  six  weeks,  beside  the  customary  holidays,  the  univer- 
sity libraries  being  generally  shut  in  vacation  time.  Their  circu- 
lation is  not  large,  and  the  usual  revision  of  the  books  often  takes 
place  during  the  season  of  service. 

25.  Are  your  books  arranged  by  classifications,  and  hoio  minute 
are  those  classifications  f  A  minute  system  of  classification  almost 
invariably  prevails  in  these  libraries.  At  Breslau,  for  instance, 
they  have  twenty-eight  grand  divisions  and  many  subdivisions ; 
and  at  Munich  the  main  divisions  are  twelve  in  number,  and  the 
subdivisions  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  The  system  of  each 
is  more  or  less  dependent  on  the  peculiar  constitution  of  each 
library. 
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APPEI!^DIX     XXYI. 

FORM  OF  CIRCULAR  SENT  TO  LIBRARIES. 
Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass., 
To  The  Principal  Librarian  of  the 


In  the  hope  that  you  can  aid  us  in  preparing  some  statistics 
regarding  the  work  done  by  the  libraries  of  the  country,  I  venture 
to  ask  you  to  write  in  the  answers  which  you  can  make  for  your 
library  to  the  following  questions,  and  to  return  this  sheet  in  the 
enclosed  envelope  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  within  the 
current  month,  if  possible. 

Kespectfully, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR,  Superintendent. 

1.  When  established  ? 

2.  Present  yearly  income,  and  from  what  source,  funds  or  ap- 
propriations ;  and  if  from  both,  what  part  from  each  ? 

3.  Is  it  a  circulating  or  reference  library,  or  both? 

4.  Total  number  of  volumes,  and  if  divided  into  circulating 
and  reference  departments,  the  number  to  each? 

5.  Average  yearly  increase  of  the  last  three  years  ? 

6.  Are  you  particularly  strong  in  any  specialty,  and  what? 

7.  What  proportion  of  your  use  of  books  is  in  novels?  In 
juveniles  ? 

8.  What  is  your  yearly  total  use  of  books?  Of  these,  what 
part  are  used  in  the  building  only  ? 

9.  How  many  people  are  using  your  library? 

10.  Do  you  require  pecuniary  guarantees,  or  vouchers  from 
responsible  persons,  of  those  who  take  books  away,  whether  minors 
or  of  age  ? 

11.  How  many  books  do  you  lose  from  the  unfaithfulness  of 
borrowers  ? 

12.  How  many  are  worn  out  in  a  year? 
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13.     What  proportion  of  your  purchases  are  novels? 

14      Of  your  yearly  accessions,  what  part  are  donations? 

15.  Are  your  catalogues  printed  or  manuscript ;  and  if  manu- 
script, do  you  use  the  card  system,  or  some  other? 

16.  Have  you  a  reading  room  for  periodicals  and  newsoapers, 
and  how  many  of  each  kind  do  j'ou  provide  ? 

17.  Do  you  issue  printed  reports  yearly,  or  at  other  times? 

18.  What  is  your  library  staff? 

19.  Do  you  cover  your  books? 

20.  How  many  sale  duplicates  have  you? 

21.  How  large  is  your  pamphlet  collection,   and  is  it  cata- 
logued ? 

22.  How  freely  do  you  buy  particular  books  you  are  asked  by 
your  frequenters  to  purchase  ? 

23.  Is  your  library  open  evenings,  and  for  what  hours? 

24.  What  part  of  the  year  is  your  library  closed?     Is  it  closed 
annually'  for  examination  ? 

25.  Are  your  books  arranged  by  classifications,  and  how  minute 
are  these  classifications? 

26.  Is   there   any  rival    library  in   your   neigiiborhood   which 
materially  prevents  a  larger  use  of  yours  ? 

27.  Between  what  ages  are  the  most  of  your  frequenters? 

28.  What  is  your  system  of  charging  books  to  borrowers  ? 

29.  How  freely  do  you  buy  duplicates  of  popular  books? 

30.  If  you  have  printed  Catalogues,  Reports,  Rules,  or  By- 
Laws,  will  you  kindly  enclose  them  to  us,  if  not  already  sent? 
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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


In  Common  Council,  Sept.  9,  1869. 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Public  Library. 

The  changes  proposed  in  the  present  ordinance  are  recom- 
mended by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  at  this  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  them  inserted  in  the  new  edition  of  laws  and  ordi- 
nances authorized  to  be  printed  by  the  City  Council. 

The  only  important  alterations  are : 

First.  Reorganizing  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  conform  to  the 
other  Boards  elected  by  the  City  Council. 

Second.  Striking  out  the  provision  making  it  obligatory 
upon  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  appoint  a  librarian ;  and. 

Third.  Authorizing  the  Trustees  to  establish  branch  libraries 
in  sections  of  the  city  distant  from  the  central  library,  when 
appropriations  are  made  for  that  purpose  by  the  City  Council. 

For  the  Committee. 

JOHN  T.  BRADLEE, 

Chairman. 
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AN  ORDINANCE 

IN   RELATION  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  City  Council  assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  In  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy,  and  annually  afterwards  in  said  month,  the 
city  council  shall  elect,  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches, 
one  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  two  members  of  the 
common  council,  to  be  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  public  library,  to  hold  office  during  the  remainder  of  the 
municipal  year  in  which  they  are  elected,  and  until  others  are 
elected  in  their  places,  unless  sooner  removed  from  office  by  the 
city  council  for  cause.  In  the  month  of  March  or  April,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  annually  thereafter,  in 
March  or  April,  there  shall  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  city  council,  two  members  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  public  library  from  the  citizens  at  large,  to 
hold  their  offices  for  three  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May 
in  the  year  of  their  election,  and  until  others  are  elected  in 
their  places,  unless  sooner  removed  from  office  by  the  city 
council  for  cause.  Whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  said 
board  of  trustees  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  such 
vacancy  shall  be  reported  by  the  said  board  to  the  city 
council ;  and  they  shall  proceed  to  fill  the  same  by  the  election 
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of  another  trustee  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  such  member,  so 
deceased,  resigned  or  removed;  would  have  held  the  same. 

Sect.  2.  The  persons  so  chosen  shall  meet  and  organize 
themselves  into  a  board,  by  the  choice  of  one  of  their  number 
as  president ;  and  they  may  make  such  rules  and  regulations 
for  their  own  government,  and  in  relation  to  the  officers  ap- 
pointed as  hereinafter  provided,  as  they  may  deem  expedient, 
provided  that  they  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance. 

Sect.  3.  The  said  trustees  shall  have  the  general  care  and 
control  of  the  public  library,  together  with  the  interior  of  the 
building,  its  fixtures,  furniture,  and  of  the  expenditure  of  all 
moneys  appropriated  therefor ;  and  they  may  make  such  rules  <*^ 
and  regulations  in  relation  to  the  same,  and  fix  and  enforce  such 
penalties  for  their  violation  as  they  may  deem  expedient  and 
proper,  subject  at  all  times  to  such  limitations,  restrictions  and 
amendments  as  the  city  council  may  direct. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  trustees  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of 
May  or  June,  present  to  the  city  council  a  report,  made  up  to 
and  including  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  preceding  April,  containing 
a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  library,  the  number  of  books 
that  have  been  added  during  the  past  year,  with  an  account 
of  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  together  with  such  infor- 
mation or  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  important ;  and  they 
shall,  at  the  same  time,  transmit  to  the  city  council  the  annual 
report  of  the  committee  for  the  examination  of  the  library, 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sect.  5.  The  board  of  trustees  of  the  public  library  of 
the  city  of  Boston  shall,  annually,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
organization  of  the  board,  and  whenever  any  vacancy  exists, 
appoint  a  suitable  person  for  superintendent  of  the  public  li- 
brary, who  sh&,ll  hold  his  office  for  one  year  from  the  time  of 
his  appointment,  and  until  some  other  person  shall  be  appointed 
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in  his  place.  Said  superintendent  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  trustees,  and  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  city  council  may  from  time  to  time  determine;  he 
shall  be  a  citizen  of  Boston  and  resident  thereof,  so  much 
of  the  year  as  the  trustees  shall  direct.  Said  beard  may 
appoint  such  assistants  and  subordinate  ofScers  as  they  may 
think  necessary  or  expedient,  and  may  remove  the  same,  and 
shall  fix  their  compensation;  provided,  th^the  amount  thus 
paid  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whole,  the  su^'  appropriated  by  the 
city  council  for  that  item  of  expense. 

Sect.  6.  The  trustees  shall  annually  appoint  a  committee 
of  five  citizens  at  large,  who,  together  with  a  trustee  as  chair- 
man, shall  examine  the  library,  and  make  report  of  its  condi- 
tion to  the  trustees. 

Sect.  7.  No  payment  of  money  shall  be  made  on  account  of 
the  library,  except  by  order  of  the  board,  and  in  pursuance  of 
a  warrant  signed  by  the  president. 

Sect.  8.  Whenever  there  shall  be  occasion  for  repairs  or 
alterations  in  any  part  of  the  library  building,  the  superin- 
tendent shall  cause  the  same  to  be  reported  to  the  joint  standing 
committee  of  the  city  council  on  public  buildings. 

Sect.  9.  A  letter  of  acknowledgment,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, and  countersigned  by  the  superintendent,  shall  be  promptly 
returned  to  every  person  making  a  donation  to  the  library. 

Sect.  10.  In  prescribing  the  regulations  relative  to  the  care 
and  use  of  the  books,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  shall  extend  the  benefits  of  the  institu- 
tion as  widely  as  possible  among  the  citizens  and  residents  of 
Boston;  and  when,  in  their  judgment,  the  public  interests  will 
be  advanced,  the  trustees  may  grant,  for  a  limited  period,  privi- 
leges in  the  library  to  other  individuals. 

Sect.  11.  The  said  trustees  shall  have  power,  from  time  to 
time,  to  establish  branch  libraries  of  popular  and  useful  books 
and  periodicals  in  sections  of  the  city  distant  from  the  main  col- 
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lection,  provided  the  same  be  not  established  until  the  necessary 
appropriations  be  duly  voted  by  the  city  council,  and  the  esti- 
mates for  such  appropriations  be  made  a  part  of  the  annual  es- 
timates of  the  city  auditor.  For  this  purpose  they  shall  be 
authorized  to  provide  suitable  rooms,  to  appoint  the  necessary 
attendants,  and  to  establish  regulations  for  the  same. 

Sect.  12.  An  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  public  library, 
passed  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
election  and  residence  of  the  superintendent  and  librarian, 
passed  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five,  and  all  ordinances  in  addition  thereto, 
and  amendatory  thereof,  are  hereby  repealed;  said  repeal  to 
take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  iu  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy. 

Sect.  13.  This  ordinance  shall  take  efiect  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Public  Library,  elected  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  from  the  board  of  aldermen  and  the  common 
council,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  ofl&ce  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and 
until  others  are  elected  in  their  place,  unless  sooner  removed ; 
and  the  members  elected  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  from  the  citizens  at  large,  to  hold  office  for  three 
years,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  ofiice  until  the  first  Monday 
in  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  until 
others  are  elected  in  their  place,  unless  sooner  removed ;  and 
the  members  elected  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  from  the  citizens  at  large,  to  hold  office  for  three  years, 
shall  continue  to  hold  their  office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and  until  others 
are  elected  in  their  place,  unless  sooner  removed ;  and  the  mem- 
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bers  elected  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine  from 
the  citizens  at  large,  to  hold  their  office  for  three  years,  shall 
continue  to  hold  said  office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  until  others  are 
elected  in  their  place,  unless  sooner  removed. 
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